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Sisters are 
jailed over 
child cruelty 



Jailed - Coral Stringer Assault - Lisa Stringer 


Two sisters who won a community award worth 
£25,000 for a Walsall primary school have been 
jailed for four years each after admitting child 
cruelty and assaulting two children. 

Coral Stringer, aged 49, and her sister, Lisa 
Stringer, 38, of Arundel Street, Walsall, carried out 
“systematic” abuse against the two children includ¬ 
ing slapping and punching for misdemeanours as 
slight as leaving a door shut or open. 

One of the attacks was filmed on a mobile phone, 
Wolverhampton Crown Court was told this week. 

Both sisters admitted two charges of actual bodily 
harm, for which they were sentenced to 18 months 
each and for each offence, and two charges of child 
cruelty, for which they were jailed for four years on 
one offence and three years on the other. All sen¬ 
tences will be served concurrently. 

The sisters were awarded the £25,000, which 
went to Harden Primary School, in 2006 as part of a 
community awards scheme. They were granted the 
award after campaigning for financial help for the 
school. The abuse charges brought against them 
were in no way linked to the school. 

Miss Sally Hancox, prosecuting,said the younger 
of the victims described how they had “suffered 
regular slapping, punching and hair pulling” at the 
hands of Coral and Lisa Stringer. Miss Hancox said: 
“They were routinely punched by Coral. Lisa was 
described as someone who would back Coral up.” 

She went on to say Coral had a borderline person¬ 
ality disorder, and her temper would flare when she 
did not take her medication. 

One of the attacks was filmed on a mobile phone 
and was played to the judge at a previous hearing, 
showing the victim screaming in pain. 

Mr Anwar Ramzan, defending Lisa Stringer, said 
she had had a dysfunctional childhood herself. 

Miss Wendy Miller, defending Coral Stringer, said 
she had suffered mental health problems since her 
mother’s death in the 1990s. 


Search on to find winner 
of unclaimed lottery prize 

The search is on to find the winner of a £127,000 
lottery prize bought in Walsall. The ticketholder 
matched five numbers and the bonus ball in the Lotto 
draw on January 8. The lucky winner has until 
5.30pm on July 7 to come forward to claim their 
prize - plus the interest it has generated. 

The National Lottery revealed the unclaimed prize 
had come from a ticket bought from a Walsall 
shop.The winning numbers on January 8 were 13,14, 
32, 35, 41, 47 and the bonus ball was 46. 


Yobs damage parked vehicles in repeat attack 

10 CARS ON 
ONE STREET 
VANDALISED 



Toddlers, staff and parents get ready for the Festival of Football. 


walsallchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 
Ten cars have been vandalised by 
yobs in the same Willenhall street — the 
fourth such attack in as many years. 

Windows were smashed and wing 
mirrors ripped off cars parked outside 
homes in Rose Hill Gardens. Devastated 
residents said they were sick of the “idiots” 
causing all the damage which they were 
having to pick up the bill for. 

The side window of John Walton’s Renault was 
smashed during the attack at the weekend. And 
Alan Parker, aged 74, who lives in St Giles Court, 
had the wing mirror of his light blue Peugeot 306 
snapped off. 

The car had previously had paint stripper 
poured over it, he said. 

“My car has been targeted four times now,” Mr 
Parker said. “It has been a regular occurrence 
over the past four years. My car and some others 
were targeted on Saturday night. 

“My side wing mirror was torn off. 

“We think it’s youngsters doing this. Thank¬ 
fully they didn’t target my other car which was 
parked nearby.” 

Scratched 

Over the years, yobs have scratched paintwork 
and smashed the windows of cars parked in the 
street. 

Mr Parker added that repairs to his vehicles 
because of the attacks over the years has run up 
a bill of more than £1,000. 

The retired technical sales manager, contin¬ 
ued: “We need CCTV or perhaps a concierge to 
stop these idiots doing this to our property. 

“We have signed petitions but nothing has 
been done. 

“We feel like we are being ignored.” 

West Midlands Police spokesman Louise Allen 
confirmed there were 10 reports of criminal 
damage to vehicles. 

And Sergeant Leigh Hale, from Willenhall 
police station, said: “This type of incident is very 
unusual in this area. We are making every con¬ 
certed effort to find those responsible. 

“The neighbourhood team which covers Rose 
Hill and St Giles Road now has ownership of this 
incident. 

“They will be contacting residents to ensure 
that we have all available information to help us 
with our enquiries. 

“And they will ensure that we can reduce the 
chance of this happening again,” he added. 


Children’s centres across Walsall are 
welcoming dads and toddlers to a kick 
about with a mystery Walsall player. 

The Festival of Football will be held, 
on January 27, from 3.30pm until 
5.30pm, at Blakenall Community 
Centre, Blakenall Row. 

Pelsall Children’s Centre, Greenfield 
Children's Centre and Edgar Stam¬ 
mers Children’s Centre, will all be at 
the one-off event which has been co¬ 
organised by Mark Wilkes from Walsall 
football club. 

He will be with one of the team’s 


strikers, who will remain a mystery 
until kick off on Thursday. 

Sarah Littleton, of Pelsall Children’s 
Centre, said: “It’s a great way of helping 
dads engage in physical activities with 
their children and others from groups 
across the area. 

“We are hoping the football theme 
will encourage fathers to join in while 
helping to promote the centres.” Admis¬ 
sion is free and the session is suitable 
for children under five. 

For more information contact Sioux 
on 01922 476698. 


Bus-t up on 
passengers 
peering in 

A row over privacy has erupted between families 
and bus company National Express - amid com¬ 
plaints nosy passengers on double deckers were 
peering into their homes. 

Single deckers could now be used as part of plans 
to revive the 908 service through Pelsall Wood in 
Walsall, which was axed last year. 

Families complained passengers regularly looked 
through their windows as the service trundled along 
the narrow streets of the estate off Wolverhampton 
Road. 

But a campaign was launched by angry users who 
said they faced an uphill struggle without the bus, 
and submitted a 200-name petition in favour of 
bringing it back. 

Pelsall councillor Marco Longhi, who has been at 
the centre of talks with the bus operator, said: “Some 
felt they had a loss of privacy due to the double 
decker buses. 

“National Express has agreed to use single decker 
buses and we are re-consulting on this. Hopefully we 
have found a compromise. 

“What we are looking to achieve is a situation 
where we are dealing with the concerns of the people 
who object in the first instance but help those people 
who rely on that service.” 

National Express West Midlands is proposing to 
reinstate the service through the estate until 
5.21pm each day. 

A consultation evening to discuss the proposal at 
the Leyland Croft community centre on January 28 
at 5pm. 

Nick Newcombe, area manager for National 
Express in Walsall, said a decision on the service 
arrangements would be made after the public 
meeting. 

Councillor Gary Clarke, Mayor of Walsall and 
former chairman of transport authority Centro, 
said: “This is the first time I’ve heard of buses chang¬ 
ing because of privacy. Unfortunately you can’t 
really avoid people looking around when they are in 
the top of a bus, and to me it was all a bit out of pro¬ 
portion.” 

Stray steeds 
stop soccer 

A football match was cancelled in Walsall due to 
Stray horses which have been causing havoc in the 
region cropping up on playing fields nine miles away. 

In Moxley, a group of up to six horses have been 
going on late-night walkabouts. It meant the Moxley 
Rangers Football Club Ul5s’ match at the Great 
Bridge Road playing fields had to be cancelled by the 
referee on safety grounds on Sunday due to the holes 
left by the hooves. 

Residents in Charnwood Close and neighbouring 
streets have been waking up to find their gardens 
and roads littered with manure. 

The group of horses were this week grazing on the 
football pitches at Great Bridge Road playing fields. 

Moxley Rangers club secretary Jayne Kingdon 
said: “The lads were a bit miffed because they 
couldn’t play and there is a lot of mess on the field as 
well. We’re hoping it will be sorted out in time for the 
next home game in two weeks’ time.” 

Darlaston South ward representative Chris Bott 
said street cleansing staff visited the estate last 
week to clean up and would be called out again. 

Walsall Council has also pegged a notice at the 
playing fields. 
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Rodents’ 
mess in 
balti dish 

A restaurant in Walsall has been 
closed after mouse droppings were 
discovered throughout the premises, 
including a balti bowl and pizza box. 

Environmental health officers also 
found three dead mice at Hajeez, in 
Caldmore, Walsall, after inspecting 
the business last week. 

A temporary closure notice was 
issued on the restaurant and take¬ 
away at Caldmore Green and a 
Hygiene Emergency Prohibition 
Order was granted by Walsall magis¬ 
trates which means the premises 
must remain shut until cleaned and 
rid of rodents. 

The notice was served on business 
operator Wassim Rabbi, who did not 
appear at the court. 

Disregard 

Walsall Council officers visited the 
building on Wednesday, January 19, 
after a tip-off, the magistrates were 
told. Mice droppings were found in the 
freezer, under the counter and on the 
till. They were also inside boxes and 
on cooking equipment. 

Principal environmental officer 
Neil Harris said dead mice were in the 
storage area as a there was “exten¬ 
sive” evidence of rodent activity 
upstairs and downstairs. 

“We received a complaint about that 
there were mice in the premises. It 
became apparent there was an exten¬ 
sive mice infestation and a complete 
disregard for the health of the public.” 

Mr Harris said the premises had 
been visited again and there was no 
sign of action to clean up. A notice 
informing the public of the immediate 
closure had also been removed. 

Magistrates agreed to the order so 
the restaurant can only open again 
after being checked by environmental 
health staff. 

£700 bill for 
man in rage 

A man who punched a hole in a 
toilet wall and started smashing the 
window of a car in Aldridge was 
ordered to pay a total of £700 in a fine, 
compensation and costs. 

Richard Parsons, aged 28, of The 
Walmers, Aldridge, appeared at 
Walsall Magistrates’ Court last week. 

He admitted resisting a constable in 
the execution of her duty and two 
counts of criminal damage. 

Maggie Meakin, prosecuting, said 
Parsons punched the wall in a toilet at 
the R1 bar in Anchor Parade when he 
was drunk, and after he was ejected 
he caused damage to a Peugeot 106 on 
January 9. 

Chris Loach, defending, said the 
father-of-three was “embarrassed and 
ashamed” of his behaviour, and has 
personally apologised to everyone 
involved. 

He said Parsons, an electrician, was 
having financial problems. 


£2,500 aid fund 

College staff and students in 
Walsall have raised more than £2,500 
for the BBC’s Children in Need. 
November coffee and music mornings 
at the Hawbush Road campus, in 
Leamore, raised £1,593.8 and the 
Whitehall Road campus, in Caldmore, 
raised £912. 


Regret atEMA axe 


A Walsall MP has spoken of her dis¬ 
appointment after Labour failed in 
the Commons to reverse plans to 
scrap an allowance helping young¬ 
sters in further education. 

A petition against plans to with¬ 
draw Education Maintenance 
Allowance (EMA), signed by 402 
Walsall College students, had been 
presented to parliament by Walsall 
South’s Valerie Vaz. But the decision 


to axe the allowance went through 
with a majority for the Coalition Gov¬ 
ernment of 59 votes. 

The means-tested allowance of up 
to £30 a week helps with study costs 
for young people staying on in further 
education. 

Mrs Vaz said students had told her 
that without EMA, they would not be 
able to afford books, bus passes and 
equipment. 


Park patrols increase 

Police are going to step up patrols in had also been reports of bad behaviour 
a Walsall park following reports of on land near Western Avenue, 
anti-social behaviour. “We have received calls that young 

Youths are said to be congregating people are congregating on land adja- 
and causing a nuisance and minor cent to Western Avenue and are 
damage in ABC Park, Bentley. causing a general nuisance to the local 

West Midlands Police said they community, drinking alcohol and 
would be stepping up patrols to tackle leaving litter behind,” he said, 
the problems, and would also be Police will also be keeping an eye on 

focussing on Lime Avenue and Poplar inconsiderate and dangerous parking 
Avenue. Sgt Steve Davis said there around schools. 


Bosses queue to aid 
£9m pioneer college 


More than 20 businesses have pledged their support to the 
UK’s first £9.5 million University Technical College which 
opens in Walsall in September. 

The UTC in Vernon Way, Bloxwich, will cater for the builders, techni¬ 
cians and engineers of the future, taking in 14 to 19-year-olds keen to 
walsallchr0nicle@expressandstar.c0.uk develop a career in industry. 

Pupils from schools across the 
West Midlands are invited to 
transfer to the college, where they 
will be able to continue GCSEs as 
well as study vocational subjects 
and pick up skills needed for 
work. 

Apprenticeships and specialist 
training will also be given. 

The college will take over the 
site of Sneyd Community School 
which will close at the end of the 
2011 summer term. The buildings 
will then undergo a major refur¬ 
bishment. 

About 20 businesses and 
groups have been involved in 
designing the curriculum which is 
yet to be finalised before design¬ 
ers can transform the buildings. 

There are also plans for 
workers and industry experts to 
support teachers, and for busi¬ 
nesses to offer apprenticeships. 

Registered 

Additional firms have regis¬ 
tered an interest in supporting 
the government-funded UTC 
from National Grid to Walsall- 
based Chamberlin and Hill. 

The owner of Tipton family firm 
RA Wire Erosion, Richard Bruce, 
aged 64, said he was anxious to 
hand down his experience to the 
next generation. 

He said: “My working life is 
coming to an end. I’ve got 30 
years’ experience in wire erosion 
and want to give something back. 
It’s just finding out where we can 
fit in. I don’t know if they want 
hands-on experience or students 
to come here for work experience.” 

Engineering design consult¬ 
ants Haughton Design Ltd, of 
Stafford, have also been involved 
in the UTC. 

Managing director David Mills 
said: “We approached them 
because we have been finding it 
difficult to find mechanical 
designers. 

“We have found the local uni¬ 
versities are not giving us what 
we are looking for.” 

“We are looking at how we can 
fit in, perhaps through appren¬ 
ticeships.” 

A total of 240 students are 
expected to enrol this year, with 
28 having already registered an 
interest. 


Hunt for 
cafe chief 
to go on 

Walsall’s library service has yet to find 
anyone to run a new cafe in Bloxwich 
Library and has expressed disappoint¬ 
ment at the lack of interest. 

They had hoped that more candidates 
would show an interest in running the 
new business at the Elmore Green Row 
site. 

The library, known as Bookmark 
Bloxwich, opened in September after a 
£1.2 million lottery grant allowed a major 
revamp to go ahead. 

Events are being held on the library’s 
new stage and a limited cafe service has 
been set up by volunteers to help cater for 
visitors, but there are fears a lack of a 
proper food outlet could affect future per¬ 
formances. 

Chris Cordes, strategic manager, said: 
“Although we received a number of 
enquiries we’ve not had any suitable can¬ 
didates to operate the cafe at Bookmark 
Bloxwich. 

“We’re disappointed, because we 
believe it’s a real opportunity for someone 
to come in, take the bull by the horns and 
operate a successful business here. 

“The venue has staged several gigs in 
recent weeks and we’ve been able to 
provide a limited service using volun¬ 
teers, which has gone down well. 

“This is something we should be able to 
continue with so that it doesn’t hamper 
future events.” 

The lottery grant, awarded in July 
2008, has transformed the dilapidated 
1950s venue into a vibrant facility which 
is looking to be used as much as possible. 

The site now has computer desks, a 
local access point for council information, 
exhibition display and performance 
areas, meeting rooms and a children’s 
reading garden. 

Other benefits include improvements 
to the energy performance of the build¬ 
ing, a community space for local groups to 
hire for meetings and functions and 
internet access via wi-fi. 


Victorian sisters’ treasure 



The opening page, with a dedication from Lottie to her sister Emily. 




Its dog-eared cover gives no hint to 
the treasures inside, but stunning oil 
paintings, poems and even a recipe for 
love cake are to be found within the 
pages of this Victorian journal. 

The book is believed to have been an 
18th birthday gift to Emily Darby, the 
daughter of a Walsall saddlemaker, 
and for the next 20 years her loved 
ones filled the pages with beautiful 
sketches, poems and paintings in true 
Victorian splendour. 

After a spell in Sheffield, the book is 
now back at Walsall Local History 
Centre, Essex Street, and the detec¬ 
tive work has started to find out more. 

The first page, dated December 12, 
1900, includes the dedication: “To my 
dear little Emily, with love and best 
wishes for a happy birthday, from 
Lottie.” 

The dedication is followed by a 
handwritten note reading: “Be good 
sweet maid and let who will be clever. 
Do noble deeds, not dream them all 
day, and so make life and that vast 
forever, one grand sweet song.” 

The journal also includes oil paint¬ 


ings, including one of dogs and cats 
dated 1919, sketches of Emily, water¬ 
colour illustrations, cartoons, recipes 
and poems. 

Local History Centre archivist Paul 
Ford said: “It was sent down from 
Sheffield Archives after they noticed 
some of our place names in the book 
including Walsall and Cheslyn Hay. 

“There are no surnames through¬ 
out, but there was mention of siblings 
Emily, Lottie and a brother Garrett. 
The 1901 census showed Emily, Char¬ 
lotte and Garrett Darby living at 39 
Queen Street, Walsall, the children of 
saddlemaker Daniel Darby. 

“The book itself appears to be a 
birthday present and Emily has given 
it to the people close to her who have 
then filled it in with paintings, poems 
and notes.” 

Mr Ford said he did not know any 
more about the book or how it came to 
be in Sheffield and would love to find 
out more. 

“If anyone recognises it or any of the 
names, we’d love it if they got in touch 
with us,” he added. 


Obesity 
concern 
in Year 6 

More than 1,000 primary school 
children in Walsall are officially 
classed as obese, a report found. 

A further 1,816 youngsters in the 
borough’s primaries are overweight. 

More than 340 — or 10.6 per cent - 
of reception age children are obese, 
new figures for 2009-10 show. They 
also reveal that 21.6 per cent of 10- 
year-old pupils in Year 6 are obese, 
meaning their weight poses a serious 
risk to their health. 

The number of reception children 
who are overweight is 726, or 22.5 per 
cent. 

The number of Year 6 pupils who 
are classed as overweight is 1,090, or 
35.5 per cent. 

A report to Walsall Council’s chil¬ 
dren and young people’s department 
reads: “Nationally, in 2008, around 
one in six boys and girls, aged two to 
15, were classed as obese, and around 
one in three were overweight or obese. 
This is an increase since 1995 when 
one in eight were obese and one in 
four were overweight or obese. 

“The proportions of children in 
Walsall classed as overweight and 
obese in reception class have been 
consistently below regional and 
national levels. However, Walsall 
Year 6 overweight and obesity levels 
are higher than regional and national 
levels.” 

The report continues: “There is a 
strong link between deprivation and 
the risk of becoming obese.” 

Hundreds aid 
2011 budget 

More than 550 people have had 
their say on the council budget in 
Walsall, which will see millions 
pounds shaved off as council bosses 
try to save £65 million over three 
years. 

Residents have given their 
thoughts on the proposed 2011-12 
budget, which will be set on February 
24. 

Children’s services is the area 
where most people would like to see a 
funding increase, with planning and 
building control highlighted as the 
department most people could see a 
decrease. 

Residents said they also wanted to 
see money spent on regenerating 
derelict buildings and empty shops. 

A report says: “Effective, reliable, 
cheap and clean public transport and 
easy access to car parking are recur¬ 
ring themes. Highway maintenance 
is raised as in need of improvement.” 

Search for louts in 
gravestones attack 

Thugs have vandalised gravestones 
in a cemetery in Bentley. 

Police are appealing for witnesses 
after three gravestones were 
damaged at Hopyard Road, Bentley, 
between Sunday, August 1 and 
August 9. Sgt Leigh Hale said: “The 
Bentley neighbourhood police team 
are making enquiries into this and 
have increased reassurance patrols 
around the cemetery.” 

Anyone with information can call 
Willenhall police on 0345 113 5000. 
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Business failures top 1,000 


More than 1,000 companies 
collapsed in Walsall in just 12 
months as the borough continues 
to lag behind the rest of the 
country in business recovery. 

In 2009, there were 720 “busi¬ 
ness births”, but 1,005 “business 
deaths”. 

Data from 2008 shows Walsall 
had a new business start-up rate 
of just 37.9 per cent - equal to 765 
new firms - compared to 47.6 per 


cent for the West Midlands and 
57.2 per cent for England. 

A report outlining the prob¬ 
lems has now been submitted to 
Walsall Council and measures 
have been put in place to keep 
fledgling businesses afloat. 

In 2008, there were 7,500 
active businesses in the borough, 
which is equal to about 50 compa¬ 
nies for every 1,000 of the 
working population. This again 


falls short of the regional level of 
58 businesses per 1,000 popula¬ 
tion. 

Walsall needs more than 1,200 
additional companies to be 
meeting the regional levels and 
more than 2,000 to hit the 
national targets. 

A report to councillors said: 
“Walsall will continue to lag 
behind if new start-up and sur¬ 
vival rates don’t improve.” 


School dinners up 5p 


The price of school meals is to rise 
for thousands of children in Walsall. 

From next Monday, January 31, 
meals at primary schools will increase 
from £1.80 to £1.85. Food at second¬ 
ary schools will also be subject to 
rises. 

Walsall Council head of leisure and 
community health Chris Holliday 
said the increase represented an 
increase in food costs. 

“Around 8,000 youngsters a day 


enjoy school meals which represents 
around 33 per cent of children on roll 
at primary and secondary schools. 

“Numbers have risen by about two 
per cent this year, for both free and 
paid-for meals. 

“It is too early to say if this small 
increase will affect take-up, but for 
£1.85 pupils receive a tasty, nutrition¬ 
ally balanced meal. Students in sec¬ 
ondary schools also have the option to 
buy their food from a cafeteria.” 


Alert on 

phone 

robbers 

Schools in Walsall are 
being put on high alert 
after the number of 
mobile phone robberies 
from youngsters in a 
week rose to eight. 

Police are to visit 
schools to issue warnings 
to teenagers that thieves 
are on the prowl after 
another two mobile 
phone robberies, which 
officers are linking. 

Six robberies hap¬ 
pened on last Wednes¬ 
day, January 12. 

A 13-year-old girl was 
stopped by a youth on 
Monday, January 17, in 
Walsall Arboretum who 
asked her the time. 
When she took out her 
phone, he grabbed it and 
ran off. 

The thief is described 
as Asian, 16 to 17, 5ft 6- 
8in, wearing a grey and 
purple hoodie and grey 
tracksuit bottoms. 

A 13-year-old boy was 
stopped in Rowley 
Street, Chuckery, on 
January 16, by a simi¬ 
larly described male who 
asked to use his phone, 
then ran off with it. 

Sgt Bob Harris said 
officers will be visiting 
schools in Walsall to 
warn youngsters of the 
danger. 


Patrolling 
for louts 

Police are to step up 
patrols in a Walsall park 
following reports of anti¬ 
social behaviour by 
youths who congregate 
and cause nuisance and 
minor damage. 

West Midlands Police 
said they were tackling 
the problems in in ABC 
Park, Bentley, along with 
Poplar Avenue and Lime 
Avenue. 

Sgt Steve Davis said: 
“We have received calls 
that young people are 
congregating on land 
adjacent to Western 
Avenue and are causing a 
general nuisance to the 
local community, drink¬ 
ing alcohol and leaving 
litter behind,” he said. 

Officers will also keep 
an eye on inconsiderate 
parking around schools. 


Inquiry clears leader 
of Lib Dems over poll 



Plea from vet 
on injured cat 


The leader of the Liberal Democrats in Walsall has been 
cleared of wrongdoing following allegations he misused council 
resources in the run-up to last year’s elections. 

But the Standards Board for England said Councillor Ian Shires had 
not been “particularly scrupulous” in his actions. Councillor Shires, 
who represents Willenhall North, distributed a borough council - 
walsallchr0nicle@expressandstar.c0.uk funded questionnaire. 

This was sent in the run-up 
to the 2010 elections and the 
results were reported in Lib 
Dem campaign leaflets. 

The Standards Board for 
England received the com¬ 
plaint last July and an ethical 
standards officer launched an 
investigation. 

The board has now con¬ 
cluded the councillor did not 
breach the code of conduct. 

Councillor Shires said he 
was pleased with the outcome. 

“It has been a nightmare. It 
is something I knew from the 
start was not a breach,” he 
said. 

The councillor was alleged 
to have used council resources 
improperly for party political 
purposes. 

Experience 

He was accused of using a 
council-funded satisfaction 
survey asking residents about 
their experience of the work 
undertaken by his political 
group and then reporting the 
results positively in the 
Liberal Democrat Focus 
newsletter. 

The ethical standards 
officer recommended Walsall 
Council now provides clear 
guidelines to its members on 
the process for commissioning 
surveys by political groups the 
council pays for. 

The Standards Board report 
stated: “Although he did not 
conclude Councillor Shires 
had breached any part of the 
code of conduct, the ethical 
standards officer drew his 
attention to further guidance 
which states members should 
be particularly scrupulous 
about the use of authority 
resources when elections are 
pending. 

“The ethical standards 
officer did not consider that 
Councillor Shires, who had not 
taken advice until challenged 
by council officers, had been 
‘particularly scrupulous’ given 
the impending elections.” 


Angela Sturch from Vets for Pets is looking 
for the owner of a cat hit by a car. 

A Walsall vet’s is hoping to find the owner of 
a cat which was rescued by staff after being hit 
by a car. Vets 4 Pets, in Lichfield Road, 
Shelfield, was alerted to the January 17 acci¬ 
dent in nearby Mill Road by one of their clients. 

They rushed to rescue the black cat, which 
had suffered a fractured pelvis. The pet, which 
has a maroon collar and is thought to be a year 
old, has since been given pain relief for the 
injury but staff are anxious to find its owners. 

Vet Sally Potter said: “A client came into the 
surgery and reported that a man was in dis¬ 
tress because he had hit a cat with his car. 

“It had no microchip but we suspect it has an 
owner because it was wearing a collar.” 

Anyone with information can call 01922 
682520. 


Batter by far than the dole 



A former Rover worker from Willen¬ 
hall has ben cooking up success after 
risking a complete career change to 
open his own fish and chip shop. 

Jaswinder Johal, known as Jazz, of 
Willenhall, was made redundant 
when the plant at Longbridge, Birm¬ 
ingham, closed in 2005 and searched 
fruitlessly for two years to find work. 

After being told a fish and chip shop 
had come up for sale in Lower Gornal, 
Dudley, he took the plunge using the 


last of his redundancy money to buy 
the place. 

And the risk has paid off with 
Nemo’s, in Lake Street, proving a hit 
with customers and now gaining a 
five-star award in Dudley Council’s 
Scores on the Doors scheme. 

The award is given to restaurants 
and takeaways found to have high 
standards of cleanliness and hygiene 
in a surprise inspection of the shop, 
which Jazz runs with his wife Jasbir. 


Stalwart of 
the Bench 
dies aged 82 

A grandmother who gave up decades of her life to 
serve Walsall as a magistrate, hospital volunteer 
and church supporter has died at the age of 82. 

Madge Partridge, whose husband of 62 years, 
David, was awarded an MBE in the New Year’s 
Honours List for services to the community, was 
described as a “well-respected lady”. 

Mrs Partridge was a magistrate for 27 years and 
a volunteer at Walsall Manor Hospital. She also 
worked for the Red Cross for more than 25 years and 
was patron of Walsall Breast Cancer Group. 

The mother of four died at her home in Aldridge 
on January 13, a year after suffering a stroke. 

Memorial 

Mr Partridge, aged 90, who has organised the 
Royal British Legion’s poppy appeal across Aldridge 
and Brownhills for the past 40 years, said his wife 
had been looked after by “wonderful” nurses and 
carers. 

Madge Partridge held positions in a number of 
church groups and charities, including the Walsall 
Deanery Synod. 

Mrs Partridge, who met her husband when they 
both worked at Gillespies Solicitors in Walsall, was 
a non-executive director and vice-chairwoman of 
Walsall Man-or Hospitals NHS Trust. 

She had also been chairwoman of the Aldridge and 
Brownhills magistrates’ bench. 

Mr Partridge added: “Whatever group or organi¬ 
sation she was involved in, Madge would roll up her 
sleeves and do what needed to be done. She was a 
well-respected lady who will be sorely missed.” 

The family is planning to hold a memorial service 
for a date to be set in March. 


Roof repairs on 
way for church 

Thousands of pounds of desperately needed work 
to repair a Walsall church roof is finally under way 
after months of the congregation being rained on . 

Darlaston Methodist Church, in Slater Street, has 
been saving up its funds after they were drained due 
to subsidence, and the work is set to be completed in 
the coming weeks. 

The church, which is coming to the end of its cen¬ 
tenary year, has been holding jumble sales and fairs 
to boost its coffers. 

Secretary of the church council, David Butler, 
said: “We have got a problem at the moment with 
subsistence, which drained the church funds, but we 
have got the funds at the moment to fix the roof. 

“We have a contractor who has assisted with the 
church and has agreed to do it for us for less than 
£5,000.” 

Thousands of pounds are also urgently needed for 
repairs at the St Francis of Assisi RC Church in 
Shelfield, which has a leaky roof, and an “anti¬ 
quated” heating system. 

Central Hall Methodist Church in Ablewell Street 
also has a fundraising drive for £70,000 to repair and 
replace the pipes on its organ. 


Handy new guide 
for town shoppers 

Shoppers can get help on finding the right store in 
Walsall with a new guide. 

More than 350 shops are included on the map 
which shows what businesses offer. 

Around 30,000 copies have been printed as part of 
the project, backed by the town’s stores. They are 
available from shops, Walsall library, in Lichfield 
Street and the Civic Centre in Darwall Street. 

Regeneration chief Councillor Adrian Andrew 
said: “A guide can really help people find out the 
place they are looking for and discover some hidden 
gems. 

“We have four indoor shopping centres in Walsall 
and a whole range of shops.” 


GODLOVES 

REPAIR PROBLEMS WITI 
YOUR LANDLORD? 

•Damp 

• Defective windows and doors 
• Damaged plasterwork 
• Defective plumbing and leaks et 

Whether you are a Housing Associat 
Council or private tenant 

WE CAN HELP you to get your 
property repaired and claim 
compensation. 

So call us now on 

FREEPHONE 0800 138 57: 

GODLOVES SOLICITORS 


| Aldridge Fireplaces 

WHY CHOOSE US!!! 

• FREE FITTING 

• WE PAY THE VAT 

• £50 OFF ANY 
COMPLETE SLTTE 



Up to 30% OfF 

Concrete Buildings 


Sheds, workshops and Summerhouses 


Concrete Garages and 



16ft 2in x 8ft 6in Concrete Garage 
Old Buildings Removed, Bases Laid 

Ten Year Guarantee 


£999 


6ft X 4ft 

from £185 

8ft x 6ft 

from £250 

Free delivery and fitting 


West Bromwich (Jet 1/M5) 

Tel: 0121 553 4682 

Tildasley Street, West Bromwich B70 9SJ 
(next to Staples) 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 
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Firms are 
taking on 
new staff 

Two Walsall firms are taking on 
staff in ambitious expansion plans. 

Telecommunications firm Cloud 
Net in Birchills is doubling its work¬ 
force to 16 after its customer base 
quadrupled in less than two years. 

Five new jobs are up for grabs at 
Kepston Ltd, which is extending its 
factory near Aldridge to serve the 
aerospace, defence and motor sport 
industries. 

Cloud Net, at the Enterprise Hub, 
Green Lane, supplies phones, inter¬ 
net services and switchboards to 
small and medium sized businesses. 

Founder and chairman David Hill, 
of Aldridge, set up the company less 
than two years ago and since January 
2010 it has attracted more than 200 
customers. 

“Cloud Net is signing up 60 new cus¬ 
tomers a month and we have grown 
our technical and sales teams to 
ensure that we provide top quality 
service.” 

Kepston Ltd, in Coppice Lane, 
Walsall Wood, has been granted per¬ 
mission by Walsall Council to extend 
its factory. 

The company specialises in high- 
precision jig grinding, universal 
grinding, milling and turning, mainly 
for the aerospace, defence and motor 
sport industries. Chief executive 
Brent Millage said: “We are pleased to 
be growing.” The firm also has a 
factory in Western Way, Wednesbury. 

Coffee shop 
pours it on 

A hotel coffee shop is helping a 
Walsall charity with a cut of its sales 
over this week. 

The Starbucks branch based in the 
Village Hotel in Walsall will donate 20 
per cent of its cappuccino sales 
between January 24 and 30 to Walsall 
Hospice. 

James Lynch, store manager at 
Starbucks in the Tempus Drive hotel, 
said he came up with idea so the busi¬ 
ness could do its bit for charity. 

Hospice fundraiser Cheryl Brad- 
burne has been to the hotel to thank 
them for the move. 

Mr Lynch said: ‘We wanted to do 
something for a charity that is close to 
home and one that the hotel has done 
a few things for in the past. 

“Cheryl was absolutely ecstatic 
when we told her.” 

The £5.5 million hospice is being 
finished off in Goscote Lane and is due 
to open in March. 


Camera is fitted 

A Domehawk camera has been 
installed by police in a Walsall neigh¬ 
bourhood to tackle anti-social behav¬ 
iour. The new camera is portable and 
will be moved around Delves, but is 
expected to be used around West 
Bromwich Road and Walstead Road 
after reports of youngsters causing a 
nuisance. 


Murder mystery 

A murder mystery evening is on at 
Walsall Leather Museum on Febru¬ 
ary 18. The £15 event will be held at 
the Littleton Street West venue at 
7.30pm. 


Desk-sharing calls 


Staff at Walsall Council may have 
to share desks to reduce office space 
and ultimately close buildings. 

Allowing more staff to work from 
home is also being considered, while 
the One Stop service in the Civic 
Centre could be expanded to cope 
with more inquiries. 

More than 100 staff are being con¬ 
sidered for voluntary redundancy 
and 421 posts are being scrapped. 


Councillor Des Pitt, chairman of 
the regeneration scrutiny panel, 
said: “In many departments it’s rare 
to have everyone in at the same time. 
If it’s a team of 10, you could get away 
with having seven desks.” 

Councillor Diane Coughlan said: 
“If someone is on holiday or out at 
meetings there will be desks avail¬ 
able - but if the whole team is in, who 
decides on priority seating?” 


Brothel charge bail 


A woman has been arrested on sus¬ 
picion of running a brothel in Walsall 
— the second case of its kind in less 
than a week. 

Officers swooped at an address in 
Ridgeway Court, Bentley, following 
tip-offs. The 51-year-old was 
arrested and released on bail further 
pending inquiries. 

Police swooped on Wednesday, 
January 19, following complaints 


that the premises were possibly 
being used as a brothel. 

A 50-year-old man was arrested 
during the previous week on allega¬ 
tions of running a brothel in Cannon 
Street, Coalpool, Walsall.He was also 
bailed. 

Pc Stu James from Bentley police 
team, said: “We would like to thank 
the local community for providing 
the information.” 


Parking meters for 19 
roads in town centre 


On-street parking charges in Walsall town centre will be in 
force by spring, the town’s transport chief announced. Pay and 
display charges are to be introduced in 19 streets with the aim 
of bringing in £100,000 over the next three years. 



Laura looks 
to royal date 


Fifty parking meters will be installed, with charges of 20p for 10 minutes, 
with a maximum stay of two hours. A consultation was carried out, inviting 
members of the public to comment on the plans, and the results are now being 

walsallchr0nicle@expressandstar.c0.uk gamined by officers at Walsafl 

They have to consider any 
objections which could lead to 
the scheme being amended. 

The council’s transport chief, 
Councillor Tom Ansell, said 
plans were going ahead and 
traffic orders and the introduc¬ 
tion of charges were expected 
to be ready by Easter. 

“They have to be advertised, 
but should all be cleared and 
ready to go ahead within two to 
three months.” 

Ablewell Street, Hatherton 
Street and Freer Street are 
among those included in the 
proposals. 

The charges come as the 
cash-strapped Tory council 
battles to save £65 million over 
the next three years. 

Opposition 

Some traders and opposition 
councillors have criticised on¬ 
street parking charges, saying 
they could deter shoppers from 
coming to the town. 

But council chiefs say they 
are the last town in the area to 
introduce the on-street fees. 

The charges will follow on 
from the controversial Sunday 
parking costs which were 
introduced more than a year 
ago. 

In just under 12 months, 
they generated £25,000 for 
council coffers. 

They came into force in Sep¬ 
tember 2009, with the author¬ 
ity insisting that all money 
went towards maintenance 
costs. 

Last month it emerged that 
Government guidance encour¬ 
aging councils to impose higher 
parking charges was being 
scrapped as part of a pledge to 
end the “war on the motorist”. 

Communities and Local Gov¬ 
ernment Secretary Eric 
Pickles said that councils could 
“price parking spaces competi¬ 
tively” so that motorists would 
still be attracted into town 
centres. 

Councillor Ansell said that 
the authority would reduce 
charges wherever possible. 


Laura Hucker, aged 23, promotes the 
events at Brownhills Memorial Hall 

A community hall is flying the flag for 
events including a celebration of the forth¬ 
coming royal wedding on April 29. 

Brownhills Memorial Hall, Lichfield 
Road, Brownhills, has quizzes, dances, 
comedians, children’s fun days and zumba 
classes. Singing acts will celebrate Prince 
William and Kate Middleton’s 29 marriage. 

The charity, which has eight volunteers, is 
urging people to take advantage of the new 
activities on offer. 

Committee member Laura Hucker said: 
“We didn’t have so many events last year. 
This is our new programme. It’s packed with 
activities. 

“We have a skittles night, vocal duos and 
soloists on the weekend of the royal wedding, 
comedians, Motown and soul nights, chil¬ 
dren’s entertainment, a brass band and 
zumba classes. 

‘We are trying to encourage a little bit 
more support for the charity by people using 
Brownhills Memorial Hall. It tends to be the 
same people coming to the events. We are 
self-funded so need the support.” 

For details, call 01543 372148, email 
brownhillsmemorialhall@yahoo.co.uk or 
check Facebook and Twitter. 


Janet on lookout for purls 



Janet Cook, of Knit and Natter, at the group’s gospel hall venue in Walsall. 


Knitters who like a natter have 
moved home after five years - and 
are appealing for others to join them. 

The Knit and Natter group now 
meets back at Caldmore Evangelical 
Church in Walsall after transferring 
from communal rooms in the neigh¬ 
bouring Wood House flats. 

The group was set up five years ago 
by sisters Mavis Downton, aged 75, 
and Janet Cook, 68, originally in the 
gospel hall. But then while the 
church was undergoing renovation 
work they had to meet elsewhere. 

Mrs Cook, of Little London, said: 


“We are up to ten members which is 
very good. The ages range from 
people in their 40s right up to the 
oldest who is 90. 

“We have now moved back into the 
church which has quite a nice hall 
after a long spell in the flats. We 
enjoy meeting others and we show 
each other what we have been 
working on at home.” 

Newcomers are welcome to join the 
group, which meets on Thursdays 
from 11am to 1pm to turn their hands 
to crafty patterns including clothes 
and toys. 


Tory bias 
claim on 
grit bins 

Walsall Council has been accused of 
favouring affluent Tory areas after it 
emerged that some wards have 
almost 10 times more grit bins than 
others. 

Councillor Pete Smith, Democratic 
Labour member for Blakenall, found 
that Pheasey Park Farm has 28 of the 
yellow containers and Streetly 22, 
compared with four in Blakenall and 
three in Birchills-Leamore. 

But transport chief Councillor Tom 
Ansell pointed out that some suburbs 
had more hills and needed more bins. 

The figures, released after a ques¬ 
tion tabled by Councillor Smith to the 
Tory-run authority, also showed 
Aldridge Central and South ward 
with 14 bins, Aldridge North and 
Walsall Wood with 18, and Palfrey 
and Bloxwich West three each. 

Topography 

Councillor Smith said he had 
numerous complaints about icy side 
roads and pavements during the cold 
snap. Grit became hot property when 
temperatures plummeted last month, 
with several reports of theft. 

Councillor Smith said: “As I sus¬ 
pected, the Blakenall ward has one of 
the lowest number of grit bins in the 
borough - only four to cover an area 
that consists of 5,250 households. 

“I do wonder if it’s coincidence that 
the majority of the grit boxes are in 
Conservative wards.” 

Councillor Ansell said: “The higher 
number of bins in the east of the 
borough is entirely to be expected 
given the topography of the area and 
the steep hills in these wards.” 

Firm swoops 
for£6m estate 

A Walsall industrial park has been 
sold for more than £6 million. 

The Maybrook Road Industrial 
Estate, in Brownhills, has been 
snapped up by Highcross, a commer¬ 
cial property investment company. 

The huge estate comprises 28 
industrial units, only one of which is 
empty. 

Companies including Heathyards 
Engineering, metal firm DK Cooper 
and window business Arch Wright are 
all based there. 

The industrial estate, two miles 
from junction 6 of the M6 Toll, was 
bought from Surrey-based Croudace 
Properties, which has owned the site 
for four decades. 

Highcross asset manager Joe 
Curlett said: “Brownhills has a very 
limited supply of similar industrial 
buildings, which has resulted in good 
levels of occupier retention at the 
estate.” 

Shield of spikes to 
deter shop raiders 

Supermarket bosses have applied 
for planning permission to install 
spikes on the rear walls to deter tres¬ 
passers. 

Morrisons, in Anchor Road, 
Aldridge, has submitted an applica¬ 
tion to Walsall Council to install black 
anti-scaling “cacti” around the store’s 
back yard and across the top of the 
gates. 



Condensation o 
Moisture in you 
Windows ? 


Don't replace, Repair. Our proven process quid 
removes condensation from sealed units for hal 
the price to replace. 

20 Year Insurance Backed Guarantee 
On-Site no need to remove the glass 
Over 300,000 units already saved from landfill. 

Free Quotation 
01902 488915 

www.crystalclearwindow.co.uk 


QUIT 


NHS 


NOW 

DO YOU 
WANT TO 
STOP SMOKING? 

CALL 

QUIT NOW 

0800 6226183 (Freephone) 
or 01922 611838 (For Mobiles) 
FREE COURSES 
AVAILABLE NOW! 


[f WINGS 


and Memorial Masons 


Serving the Willenhall Communit 



Lynn, based at our Willenhall fum 
home, will assist and advise you ( 
aspects of arranging a funeral sue 
floral tributes, orders of service ; 
memorial masonry. 

Supporting Lynn is Peter, a funer; 
director of great experience whe 
guide you on the day of the funei 
help ease the pressures of the d« 


• Private chapel of rest Floral tribute 

• Prestige fleet Funeral stationer 

• Specialised vehicles Memorial masonr 

• Home arrangements Prepaid funeral plan 

For advice and quotation without obligation 
contact your Willenhall funeral home 

01922 712153 



Hl-gKifil i iireo.oiiin 



Ezekial Lane, Short Heath, Willenhafl WV 12 


Telephone: 01922 4077i 


OPEN 6 DAYS: Monday to Saturday 9.00am - 5.00pm 
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Church’s £1.2m expansion 


A Walsall church that has seen 
the usage of its community rooms 
rocket to 2,000 people a month 
has submitted £1.2 million 
expansion plans. 

Aldridge Parish Church, in 
The Green, wants to demolish 
the rectory, church rooms and 
garage and create a new two- 
storey building for the large con¬ 
gregation and community to use. 

The plans also include eight 


homes nearby, which would be 
put up for sale. 

A building fund, launched in 
June 2009, has already collected 
more than £300,000 through 
donations - with £270,000 from a 
single Sunday collection. 

The church rooms, situated 
about 500ft from the church, are 
60 years old and in poor condi¬ 
tion. Plans submitted to Walsall 
Council for consideration say its 


usage has grown considerably 
over the years, from 1,300 
monthly users in 2001 to 2,000 
people using the premises each 
month last year. 

Playgroups, youth clubs, a 
history group and lunch clubs all 
meet there. 

The statement said: “Audits 
have shown that up to 2,000 
people use the rooms each 
month.” 


Praise as raider jailed 


Police have thanked residents in a 
Walsall neighbourhood for helping to 
convict two burglars. 

Officers have urged the community 
in Coalpool to keep coming forward to 
share information with the beat 
bobbies for the area. 

A 20-year-old man was sentenced to 
three years in prison last week for his 
part in a burglary on Webster Road in 
September. A 17-year-old youth also 
admitted the offence, which involved 


a TV, computer and a mobile phone 
being stolen, and was sentenced to a 
12-month rehabilitation order. 

Police said residents were “fed up” 
with criminal activity and gave evi¬ 
dence against the pair. 

Dc Joanne Myatt-Jones said: “We 
would like to thank the community. 

“Without their help and their will¬ 
ingness to give evidence it would have 
been doubtful that we could have 
secured a conviction.” 


Victory 
for bus 
protest 

A bus company is 
poised to do a U-turn and 
restore a service for a 
Walsall estate after a 
campaign by passengers. 

Hundreds of people 
expressed dismay when 
the 908 stopped going 
through the Pelsall Wood 
estate, leaving them with 
an uphill struggle with 
their shopping bags 
home from Walsall town 
centre. 

A 230-name petition 
was submitted and after 
months of consultation, 
National Express West 
Midlands now proposes 
to reinstate the bus 
through the estate until 
5.21pm each day. 

Residents have been 
invited to a consultation 
to discuss the proposal at 
the Leyland Croft com¬ 
munity space this Friday, 
January 28, at 5pm. 

Nick Newcombe, area 
manager for National 
Express in Walsall, said: 
“It is National Express 
West Midlands’ intention 
to review the service 
arrangements in this 
part of the route, after 
the public meeting has 
been held. It is then that 
a decision will be made.” 

Mary McCrank, aged 
78, of Oak Road, said she 
was delighted that there 
was now dialogue 
between residents and 
the bus operator. 

Trio face 
charges 

Three men have 
appeared in court 
charged in relation to a 
fracas at a pub in Pelsall, 
Walsall. 

Samuel Bluck, 21, 
Joshua Bluck, 18, and 
Grant Logan were 
accused of affray and 
possessing an offensive 
weapon. 

The charges relate to 
an incident at The 
Queens, Norton Road, 
Pelsall, on June 27 last 
year. Both Blucks, of 
Peolsford Road, and 
Logan, of Bush Grove, 
deny the allegations. 

Walsall magistrates 
adjourned the case until 
March 1. 


Race for Life debuts 
at town’s arboretum 


Race for Life, the annual women-only fun run for Cancer 
Research UK, is coming to Walsall for the first time. It is hoped 
around 2,500 women will take part in the event at Walsall 
Arboretum on Sunday, June 26, at 11am. 

The Walsall event will be a 5k race and is now available to enter. 
Paula Young, from Cancer Research UK in the West Midlands, said: 
“We’re really excited and we hope it will help meet the continuing 
demand for places and enable more women to join and do something 
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that local women ring the 


Information 
signs show 
crime news 


date in their calendars 
now and make a note that 
some of the venues are dif¬ 
ferent from last year. 

“One in three people in 
the UK will be diagnosed 
with cancer at some stage 
in their lives. 

“But the good news is 
that more people are 
beating the disease than 
ever before. 

“Cancer Research UK’s 
work is at the heart of that 

Information boards keeping residents updated progress.” 
with the latest crime news in their community are Other Race For Life 
to be installed across Walsall. Twenty-one boards events will take place at 
are to go up at prominent places such as supermar- \y e ston Park in Stafford- 
kets and post offices. shire, West Park, in 

They will be put around the borough in a pio- Wolverhampton, Himley 
neering move by West Midlands Police. Morrisons Hall, near Dudley, and 
stores in Walsall and Willenhall, Tesco, in Walsall Brinton Park, Kiddermin- 
town centre, Asda Bloxwich, North Walsall post s ter. Thousands of women 
office and The Resource Centre, in Coalpool, are also expected to run in 
already have the new boards. They dispense police Birmingham’s Cannon 
newsletters and leaflets and also include the Hill Park, 
details of all local police officers, and will focus on . 

the main concerns in each community. Lf n©©r©Cl 

Over the next few weeks, more will be installed Every year, thousands of 
in Willenhall, Darlaston, Aldridge, Bloxwich and women take part in the 
Walsall after Pc Neil Gardiner came up with the events across the region, 
idea as a “back-to-basics approach” to dealing with cheered on by their friends 
the public. and family. 

“These boards are a simple but effective tool Participants of all ages 
when it comes to keeping the public informed on a nd fitness levels join 
policing and crime in their area,” he said. together to walk, jog or run 

Concerns ° r r 10k * raise 

for Cancer Research UKs 

“A lot of businesses have worked with us and life-saving research, 
have been only to happy to install them. We have ]y[s Young added: “By 
tried to place them where there is a great footfall of entering the local event 
people, ensuring that they reach a large percent- now> planning fundraising 
age of the community. and then relishing the 

“We do have websites, local meetings and we reg- sense of achievement on 
ularly do letter drops within local areas. However, the big day, women will 
not everyone has access to these and information have plenty to talk about 
points are another way we get our message out.” for months to come.” 

Police across the borough are continuing to come Since the Race For Life 
up with new ideas to communicate with the public, series started in 1994, 4.7 
As well as several officers posting on Twitter, the million participants across 
force has also opened up a stall at Walsall Market, the UK have raised more 
The stall is manned by officers who are joined than £327 million, 
each week by representatives of different organisa- To register, visit www. 

tions such as the council or the National Health raceforlife.org or call 
Service. 0871 641 1111. 


Family cook up a great time 



At Pineapple Dance Studios with choreographer Arlene Phillips, centre, are 
Lewis Cook, left, his sister Leah, dad Tim and mum Fiona. 


A family from Cheslyn Hay became 
West End dancers for the day with 
choreographer Arlene Phillips at 
London’s Pineapple Dance Studios 
after winning a competition. 

Mum Fiona, aged 44, who works for 
Renault and 39 year old husband Tim 
Cook, who is a plumber, went with 
their children Lewis, aged 11, a pupil 
at Cheslyn Hay High School and 
Leah, five, who goes to the primary 
school to the capital. 

The family watched Grease in 
London’s West End where they were 
able to meet some of the cast and then 
learned a dance routine from the show 
from Arlene. They will now also 
feature on Heart breakfast radio this 
Friday when they will talk about their 
experience. Mrs Cook said: “My 
dancing was rubbish, I have two left 


feet and Tim was the same but the 
kids were fabulous. 

“We really enjoyed the day, it was 
fantastic. The highlights were getting 
to see the Grease musical, meeting 
the cast and of course spending time 
with Arlene Phillips. 

“Arlene is a lovely lady and she took 
Leah under her wing for the day. Leah 
ended up participating as a judge 
sitting alongside Arlene until it was 
our turn to dance which is when she 
joined in with us. 

“Leah is a keen ballet dancer and 
also does tap dancing. As for me and 
Tim I think we will leave the dancing 
to the kids.” The competition run by 
McCain and Heart FM is open for 
another five months. To enter visit 
www.heart.co.uk or listen to 100.7 FM 
for more details. 


Jam-buster 
delight for 
A5 families 

A £150,000 congestion-busting project to end 
years of traffic jams on the A5 at Brownhills has been 
praised by campaigners. Three weeks of roadworks 
have begun following long delays. 

There have been problems since the A5 Watling 
Street junction with Ogley Hay Road and Chase 
Road was upgraded ready for the construction of the 
M6 Toll in 2003. 

The new project will see the removal of a traffic 
light, allowing drivers on the A5 travelling towards 
Muckley Corner to turn left into Ogley Hay Road. It 
will be replaced with a give way sign. 

The sequence of traffic lights at the crossroads will 
also be changed to speed up traffic flow. It follows 
years of calls by residents in the area who have suf¬ 
fered with traffic backed up along the A5 and also 
side roads leading to the dual carriageway. 

Councillor Alan Paul, of Brownhills, said: “I have 
been complaining to the Highways Agency about the 
queues ever since the junction was improved. I am 
pleased to see it has not fallen on deaf ears.” 

InstallGd 

“The people living in Chase Road in particular face 
bumper to bumper traffic at peak times due to the 
phasing of the lights.” 

The roadworks will include phased lane closures, 
along with the closure of the left-turn filter road into 
Chase Road. Work will be carried out between 10pm 
and 4am and from 9.30am to 3.30pm. 

Charlotte Foster, Highways Agency project 
manager, said: “Our research has shown that remov¬ 
ing these lights should improve the flow of traffic at 
the junction without compromising safety.” 

SmartWatGr cIug 
to burglary loot 

The second phase of a crime reduction initiative 
which aims to combat against theft and burglaries in 
Walsall is to be rolled out. 

Hundreds of Coalpool residents are set to benefit 
from Smart Water technology, an invisible solution 
which marks valuables with their own forensic sig¬ 
nature that is registered to the owner. 

It can only be seen under UV lights used by the 
police which allows officers to prove the ownership of 
property. Hundreds of residents in the area have 
already benefited in the first phase of the scheme but 
funding provided by Walsall Housing Group and 
Walsall Partnership has meant more homes will now 
be protected. 

Sgt Jim Nixon said: “Each owner has a unique 
code which means their property can be identified if 
it comes into our possession after being stolen. 

“The first phase of the scheme started last April 
and this will be the second phase. Over 1,000 homes 
will benefit. It’s something we are rolling out. Offi¬ 
cers will be going to second-hand stores to look for 
property marked with Smart Water.” 

Date set for closure 

Willenhall’s doomed leisure centre will close on 
August 27, council chiefs have decided. 

The Bath Street centre will be boarded up, and 
there no plans yet for whether it will be bulldozed or 
transformed for another use. 

A report on its future and that of Walsall’s five 
other leisure centres, which could outline plans to 
shut even more as part of a cost-cutting bid, will be 
published in October. 

Venue on offer for sports 

People seeking venue for meetings or sporting 
activities are being asked to consider Blakenall 
Community Centre in Walsall. 

Hiring is available between 9am to 8.30pm 
Monday to Friday and also on weekends. Contact 
Dan Garbett on 01922 712069 to book rooms at the 
centre in Blakenall Row. 


n Containers available from £10 

mighl9 


per week 



Suitable for 
all types of 
storage 

10 ft - 40 ft 
Containers 
available 



• condensation free • ideal for small businesses 

• secure document storage and archiving 

• great for moving home 

• high security key-card gate 

• 24/7 recoded CCTV • floodlit premises 

• insurance also available 


DOCUMENT 

STORAGE 

From 30p 
per box 
per month 



Caravan Storage, 
competitive prices 

Call for more details 


tel: 01922 646811 07544 007007 ♦ 


Directions: We are located on Brockhurst Crescent - just 1 mile away from junction 9 of 
the M6, opposite the RAC building and only a short walk away from Bescot Stadium 


Mighty Safe Ltd, Brockhurst Crescent, Bescot, Walsall WS5 4AX 
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HAPPY NEW ME VOUCHER 



REGULAR VACCINATIONS 
HELP PROTECT YOUR 
PET AGAINST DISEASE. 

For oats and dogs only. Customers 
must register or be registered with a 
Vets4Pets practice. Offer excludes 
Rabies, Kennel Cough and Chlamydia. 

If your pet is required to have the ini" 
course each vaccine will be £1 ‘ 

Offer ends 31 st March 2011. 


Call 01922 682 520 

Sheffield Vets4Pets Limited 

71 Lichfield Road, Sheffield 
Walsall WS41PU 

Open 8.30am-7.00pm Mon-Fri, 9.00am-12.00pm Sat 


HAPPY NEW ME VOUCHER 


25% OFF 



ROYAL CANIN 
LIFESTAGE FOOD 
AND 

FREE 

WEIGHT 
4 CHECK 




VetsPets 

Putting your pet first. 

www.vets4pets.com 


Grounds for concern 
on £97,000 coffee bills 


Report by Elizabeth Joyce 
Rent and utilities payments of more 
than £97,000 went unpaid after Walsall 
Council bosses failed to finalise a contract 
with Costa Coffee, which opened a branch 
in a museum. 

It was reported last month how Costa Coffee 
opened at The New Art Gallery Walsall in July 2007 
but the deal was left unsigned. 

A Freedom of Information request has now 
revealed the lease was not completed for more than 
two years and the total amount of rent and utilities 
that went unpaid was £97,808. 

The information shows Costa moved in to the 
gallery on July 16, 2007, but the contract was not 
signed until December 7, 2009. Walsall Council has 
since recovered all of the £97,808 from Costa Coffee. 

The blunder was revealed in an internal audit 
report, which also criticised the gallery’s collection 
records. 

Watchdogs said some valuable artworks, includ¬ 
ing one £10,000 sculpture and an £800 print, were 
unable to be located due to inaccurate and mislead¬ 
ing records. 

Failings 

Auditors said that the failings on the Costa Coffee 
contract had caused “loss of income, unauthorised 
arrangements, failure to secure full contractual ben¬ 
efits to the council and a lack of contractual secu- 
rity”. 

Inspectors also said “inaccurate, out-of-date and 
unclear” records resulted in valuable items going 
missing. 

The official report reads: “Twenty items could not 
be located by art gallery staff while undertaking 
their location checks. These items are classified as 
‘unknown’ on records. 

“During 1996, items were loaned to HSBC as part 
of an education funding deal. Although in 2004 the 
exhibits were collected by gallery staff, one of the 
items could not be located and no further investiga¬ 
tions have since been undertaken to locate the 
missing item, which was valued at £800.” 

The gallery has made a number of improvements 
since the audit report, including bringing in an on¬ 
going collections stock check which has staff spend¬ 
ing four hours a week stock checking the 2,000 
artworks from the collections and updating the data¬ 
base. 

As part of Walsall Council’s cost-cutting measures 
to save £65 million over the next three years, the 
gallery is set to be closed on bank holidays and 
Sundays. 

No-one at the council was available to comment at 
time of going to press. 



Red Venice band members Melv Amos, Steve Smith and Sam Hayward get 
ready for what will be one of the first concerts at revamped Bloxwich Library. 


The walls of the new-look Bloxwich 
Library will be rocking when a cover 
band take to the stage this month. 

Rock group Red Venice will be 
among the first to hold a concert at the 
library following a £1.2 million 
revamp. 

The five-piece band will perform 
songs from the likes of Iron Maiden, 
Whitesnake and Kings of Leon on 
January 29. 

Walsall Council transport officer 
and bass player Steve Smith asked if 
they could hold the concert after the 
official opening of the new Elmore 


Row facility. Now, alongside fellow 
band members Melv Amos, Nigel 
Head, Darren Collins and Sam 
Hayward, they have been given per¬ 
mission. 

Steve, aged 53, of Coalpool, said: “It 
should be good as it is a nice little 
venue. There are not many places like 
it for live events.” 

Tickets are £5 from the library, or 
call 07736 379560. 

The library initially closed in 2009, 
with temporary book-lending facili¬ 
ties provided, until it reopened again 
last September. 


Trade in. Pay less. 







ASDA, GEORGE ST, WALSALL WS1 IRS. 

Available at Asda Walsall while stocks last. Offer available from 8am on Thursday 27th January 2011. Offer applies to Just Dance 2 Wii only. Asda set trade-in values which are non 


i-negotiable. We reserve the right to refuse any game offered for trade-in. Name and address need to be provided. Trade values will be given in credit at Asda. 
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Suspected crack den 
closed by police raid 


walsallchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 
A suspected drugs den in Walsall has 
been closed down by police after being 
alerted by residents. 

Officers swooped on the three-bedroom 
terraced property in Prince Street, Pleck, fol¬ 
lowing fears it was being used as a crack 
house. 

They forced their way into the house at 7am on 
January 15, where they found a man and three 
women inside. 

All four were immediately evicted from the 
rented home. Although no drugs were discovered 
during a search of the house, West Midlands Police 
said there was evidence of illegal substances 
having been used. 

Officers are liaising with the house’s landlord, 
who they said had no idea what had become of his 
property. 

A total of eight officers were involved in the raid. 
The house has now been boarded up to prevent 
anyone getting inside. 

Sgt Gary Iliff, from the Pleck and Delves neigh¬ 
bourhood team, said: “Over the last week or so we 
have had calls from local residents about activity 
at the address. 

Targeted 

“Evidence of recent drug use was found and we 
have no doubt it was about to be used as an active 
crackhouse. 

“Most of the residents were pleased with the 
police action. It is an example of how police will 
deal with local concerns. 

“The key is to close them down as quickly as pos¬ 
sible. Often the landlord may not be aware of what 
is going on as they can be sub-let.” 

No arrests were made during the weekend of 
January 15-16 and police investigations are con¬ 
tinuing. Sgt Iliff said officers would be working 
alongside residents to tackle issues of concern 
within their neighbourhoods. 

One resident, who did not want to be named, 
said: “There were people coming in and out at all 
times of the day. 

“It was a nuisance and we are relieved it has 
been stopped. We don’t want anything with drugs 
going on around here.” 

In a crackdown on drugs across Walsall, West 
Midlands Police officers have regularly targeted 
cannabis factories. 

A£12,000 cannabis haul was found at a home in 
Darlaston earlier this month. It was the 13th 
drugs warrant in the area in the last three and a 
half months.The raid at a property in Dangerfield 
Lane saw 74 cannabis plants were found. 



Scarlet Salt, aged six, Grace Salt, nine, Holly Mills, six and Sophia Evans, 13 
have helped raise more than £1,000 from Advent events. 

Youngsters at a Walsall church have adults in the congregation to match 
joined forces to help raise £1,000 for a their efforts and a further £462 was 
school in Bethlehem. contributed. 

Children from St Matthew’s in the The younger members were not to be 
town centre decided to collect cash for outdone and raised another £123 with 
St Aphrem’s Christian Arab school. a cheque sent to the school earlier this 

After hearing about the poor month, 
resources there they dedicated their Colin Gibson, Rector of St 
Christmas appeal to the cause. Matthew’s, said, “Our children have 

The youngsters baked and sold shown amazing initiative and energy 
cakes, hosted a coffee morning and put throughout this appeal, 
on a table top sale. “Their caring attitude towards chil- 

By the time of the St Matthew’s Gift dren in another part of the world is out- 
Service on December 5 the children, standing. Everyone at St Matthew’s 
many of who are primary age, had col- should be very proud of our Children’s 
lected £415. They then challenged Church.” 
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Affordable Til^s at 

BENTLEY 

CERAMICS 


15 sq m of Cream or White Wall Ti 
2 Sheets of Stone Mosaic 300 x 3 
tres of Adhesive • 3.5 kg of Grout 




L^ads of tofocV. N/|ust Cfo... 
Visit our tho'-droorr Warehouse 
_ for duality Titss _ 

Unit 6, Birch Lane Business Park, Birch Lane 
(off Chester Rd.), Stonnal. Tel: 01922 455532 
191 Wolverhampton Rd. West, Bentley, 
Walsall WS2 ODU. Tel: 01922 623018 



Specialists in Gas/Electric and Solid Fuel • Gas Safe and Hetas Installation Service 

New Range of Super Efficient British Made Gas Fires 

GENUINE PRICES WITH NO HIDDEN EXTRAS 




COME AND COMPARE OUR PRICES 


If 


CALL IN AND SEE OUR DISPLAY 

Croxstalls Close, Bloxwich, 
Walsall,West Midlands,WS3 2XT 
www.raybould.co.uk 


OPEN: 

Monday-Friday 
9.30am - 4.30pm 
Saturday 
I lam - 4pm 


WALSALL • WOLVERHAMPTON • WEST BROMWICH • SUTTON COLDFIELD 



QUOTATION HOTUNE 


10 YEAR INSURANCE 
BACKED GUARANTEE 


Uml BA. Waiting Street 
Business Kadi Wading Street 
Norton Canes WSIIMG 
Tel: 01543 364000 
hi 01343 379076 


NEW YEAR 
OFFERS 

CALL NOW 


Hi(ti Strut Blown* 
Mi lull W&3 3JT 
WB19?? 401475 
fMC1922 401475 


email: holmes.mike@btconnect.com 77^71 

u u m\p% < imJ« red. cm. uk SB fil 


CANNOCK • WILLENHALL • RUGELEY • BURTON ON TRENT • WALS 


UNBELIEVABLE PRICES DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY 


Barn Piece Swag, 
Brickyard Road, Aldridge, 
Walsall, 

West Midlands 
WS9 8SR 

Tel: 01922 740 454 

Fax: 01922 743 277 


PRODUCTS 


YOUR LOCAL MANUFACTURER AND INSTALLERS FOR 
WINDOWS, DOORS AND CONSERVATORIES 


NOW OPEN TO THE 
TRADE & PUBLIC 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY WINDOWS 
A/B/C RATED WINDOWS 





ONE STOP SHOP! 

FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE 









r 


ELITE | 

H Spec# vs 


FRONT AND 
BACK DOOR 

from 

£398 

UiAkl 

Available in 

Light Oak Cream Rosewood 


Massive 
Savings On 
Composite 
Doors 

lange of Coloui 
Available 
Unkl 


lours ^ 

utifl 


WINDOW SYSTEMS 




Black 
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LETTERS 

Immorality of EU exploiting 
poorer countries is exposed 


Dear Sir, 

The immorality of the EU has 
been laid bare. 

The EU is using trade and 
investment agreements to secure 
cheap access to raw materials 
and unfair preferential treat¬ 
ment for EU businesses at the 
expense of the Third World. 

This aggressive new “resource 
grab” is preventing developing 
countries from creating jobs, 
building businesses and raising 
valuable revenue. 

In fact, the Third World is kept 
in virtual slavery by the EU, they 
want a weak submissive Third 
World so they can go on exploit¬ 
ing them. 


The Third World is rich in raw 
material ie. Kenya raised export 
taxes on raw hides and skins 
more than 7,000 jobs were 
created and earnings from the 
sector rocketed to more than 11 
million dollar but such vital 
measures are being undermined 
by the EU in a drive to secure 
cheap access to raw materials, 
the EU wants to prevent develop¬ 
ing countries using measures 
such as these and force them to 
gen up to European companies 
before they are ready. 

We want the Third World to 
govern its own destiny. 

The EU wants the Third World 
as slaves to help off-set its disas¬ 


trous fiscal policies as seen in 
Ireland, Greece and Spain. 

We are all painfully aware of 
the conflicts in Africa, I wonder 
how manyknow it is the EU 
acting through third and fourth 
parties responsible for a lot of 
this bloodshed. Why supply 
money and guns to both sides as 
they know a country ravaged by 
war cannot stand up to the EU so 
they will accept whatever the EU 
gives them no matter how 
meagre it is. 

England should waste no time 
in getting out of this immoral 
jungle. 

Mrs Bristow, 

Willenhall. 


Clearing up any misunderstandings 
about the tree work for the arboretum 


Dear Sir, 

There has been much nonsense 
written about the trees being 
felled in the Arboretum. 

In many ways it is a disservice 
to all involved, from officers, 
Arboretum User Group (AUG), 
the portfolio holder Anthony 
Harris and myself. 

I can assure everyone, none of 
us would agree to any tree being 
removed unless it was absolutely 
necessary. 

Perhaps, a better explanation 
is needed about why they are 
being removed, transplanted or 


replaced. As part of the Heritage 
lottery bid, an in-depth audit of 
every tree was taken and a tree 
management plan put into effect. 

This took many months and 
included a large input from the 
AUG, who spent long hours over 
many months with officers which 
trees would be saved. 

Furthermore, the views of the 
public have been invited over the 
last two or three years and I am 
certain there has never been 
greater consultation on this 
major project, which will benefit 
not only our residents but the 


many visitors from neighbouring 
councils. It is always sad to see 
any tree felled, but originally 
trees in my favourite park were 
planted on the basis many would 
be thinned at a later date but 
never were. This has led to poor 
quality trees, over-dense 
canopies in others and trees well 
past their sell by date and dan¬ 
gerous. In the long term hun¬ 
dreds of new trees will be planted 
to give future generations a 
healthier environment 
Cllr Barry Sanders, 
Arboretum Champion. 


Donate 

unwanted 

presents 

Dear Sir, 

I am writing to ask 
your readers to donate 
unwanted Christmas 
gifts to their nearest Age 
UK shop this January. 

The Charity urgently 
needs stock to help fund 
its vital work to improve 
the lives of older people 
across the country. 

Age UK relies on 
quality donations such as 
clothing, accessories, 
jewellery and gadgets to 
stock its shops, which are 
helping to raise funds to 
keep older people warm 
and well in winter as part 
of the Charity’s Spread 
the Warmth campaign. 

In addition, Age UK is 
urging people to donate 
their old PCs and laptops 
(although not monitors) 
to their local Age UK 
shop. 

They will be refur¬ 
bished and sold on with 
the profits Age UK 
makes going towards 
helping people in later 
life to start accessing the 
benefits the Internet has 
to offer. 

People can find their 
nearest Age UK shop by 
visiting www.ageuk.org. 
uk/local or calling 0800 
169 87 87. 
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Time to unite and put pressure on 
government to make fuel prices fair 

Dear Sir, 

There can now be very few 
people in the UK still unaware of 
the record price being charged for 
fuel at the pumps and it won’t be 
long before we all feel the effects. 

But one group being particu¬ 
larly hard hit right now are UK 
hauliers. The road freight indus¬ 
try is the 6th largest employer in 
the UK and really is the industry 
on which the rest of the economy, 
particularly the manufacturing 
sector, is almost totally depend¬ 
ent. 


Food distribution is another 
sector on which we all rely; we all 
expect to see fresh bread and 
milk on our supermarket shelves 
but how many of us actually stop 
to think how it actually got 
there? Who would ever have 
envisaged the day when a loaf of 
fresh bread became a luxury 
item? If prices continue to rise it 
could soon become a reality. 

It’s time that something was 
done. To that end, the two organ¬ 
isations that look after the inter¬ 
ests of British hauliers have 


decided enough is enough and, in 
an unprecedented move, they are 
putting up a united front and are 
both firmly behind the campaign 
FairFuelUK. Between them, 
they represent thousands of UK 
hauliers. 

To make a real difference we 
need ALL fuel users to join our 
campaign. Please help us to help 
you by signing the petition at 
www.FairFuelUK.com. 

G Dunning, 

Chief Executive, 

Road Haulage Association. 


Midlands traders 
are forward thinking 

Dear Sir, 

Businesses in the West Midlands are some of the 
most forward thinking in the country when it comes 
to technology. 

Rather than looking at how it can help save them 
money, these business leaders are instead focusing 
on how technology can help them get ahead of the 
competition. 

We carried out a recent study which showed that 
22 per cent of businesses said savvy IT investment 
had enabled them to become more responsive. And a 
further 19 per cent highlighted how it had helped 
them adapt to changing market conditions. 

Whilst it would be easy for businesses in austere 
times to focus only on making savings, companies 
across the West Midlands should be congratulated 
for their desire to continue trailblazing. 

Paul Lawrence, 

Head of Business Markets, 

West Midlands, 

Virgin Media Business. 


Lifetime trip chance 
to help cancer fund 


Dear Sir, 

I am writing to offer your readers the chance to 
visit one of the wonders of the world for World 
Cancer Research Fund. The charity - which funds 


cancer prevention researc 
ing places on three trips 
in 2011 to see the ruins of 
Machu Picchu, high in 
the Peruvian Andes. 

Trekkers only need a 
£475 registration fee to 
reserve a place and then 
raise a set amount of 
sponsorship. Three trips 
are being organised in 
May, September and 
October. To find out 
more, please visit 
www.wcrf-uk.org/peru 
Sian Fraser, 

WCRF. 


and education — is offer- 


Do you have some¬ 
thing to say? Then 
write to Walsall 
Chronicle, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolver¬ 
hampton. WV1 1ES or 
email walsallchroni- 
cle@expressandstar.c 
o.uk. Letters are pub¬ 
lished at the editor’s 
discretion and may be 
edited. All letters and 
emails must include a 
full name, address and 
contact number. 


SALE 

100s of Frames 

Half Price 

25% off 

Flearing Aids 

Call 01902 605386 

Visit 33Cross Street, Willenhall WV13 1PG 

www.scrivensopticians.com 

scrivens opticians 

Experts in eyecare for over 70 years 

Terms and conditions apply. Offers are on selected lines only. 

Subject to availability and can be withdrawn at any time. 



Mark Smith 

Digital Aerials 

WALSALL 

£20 Off 

with this advert 
One voucher per installation 
on a new aerial system 

DIGITAL AND FREEVIEW AERIALS 
REPAIRS • TUNING • MULTIROOMS 

Established Over 25 Years 


OAP Discount 
Free Quotations! 

freesat 


A Local Business You Can Trust Bin 

OPEN 7 DAYS -- 


01922 500017 



I^K 

Storage Problems Solved 

New or larger loft access, Aluminium 
ladder, Strengthen existing joists, 
^ Board complete floor, Insulate 
' between rafters, One Velux roof 
window, Plaster board rafters 

aximum 400 sq ft, others to be quoted) 

FITTED 



£3250 


First 10 orders 
receive FREE 
upgrade to wooden 
folding ladder 


5 New or larger loft hatch, 0 
Aluminium loft ladder, 

80 sq ft tongue & groove p 
flooring, Loft light, 
Smoke detector p 

Ie 


£375 




ATTIC ACCESS 


Tel: 01684 892056 or 01684 891210 

Hobby Room, Storage 



A Special Occasion through 

I Express & Star 

\ from £18.50 including an 
1 (Prepayment only) 

/ 01902 31 78 78 


There is one small job that you 
have been meaning to do for years 

Make Your Will 

Only £60.00 plus VAT] 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £65.00 plus Vj 

A home visit at a convenient time 

For information and appointment mil 

0845 678 7010 1 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attornw, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardiansmp Trusts 

b* 

Members of the Society 

Goo 




ChemDry 

Broadway 

Carpet and upholstery cleaning 
Leather cleaning. Curtain cleaning 
Senior Citizen’s discount 

Save money - 
Restore don’t replace 


Owned and operated by 
Barry and Hazel Hicks 


Complete satisfaction guaranteed! 
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Anger at ticking off for good deed 


A good Samaritan has been ticked off for 
an act of kindness that helped 90-year-old 
Joyce Burt get out of her snowbound 
home. 

After eight days snowed in, the pen¬ 
sioner’s kind-hearted neighbour cleared 
the drifts from the footpath of her Willen- 
hall home, so she could go to the shops. 

But the grandmother is now angry after 
landlord Walsall Housing Group wrote a 
letter to Michael Lander telling him not to 
do it again - because of fears over health 
and safety. 

The 60-year-old lollipop man was then 
ticked off by housing staff at a meeting, 
but has defiantly vowed: “I’d do it all 
again.” Mrs Burt, a former care worker, 


said she had been delighted when Mr 
Lander knocked on her door and offered to 
clear the path so she could get her usual 
taxi to the shops. 

“He spent all afternoon clearing the 
snow and ice. I was able to call a taxi and 
go into town for a short while,” said the 
grandmother-of-seven. 

“I don’t like to be inside all the time and 
I missed going out.” 

But days later Mr Lander, who lives in 
an adjacent block of flats to Mrs Burt’s 
home was sent the letter, before meeting 
with housing officers who told him his 
actions were dangerous. 

“I feel very upset about it because I 
thought it was such a kind thing for 


someone to do,” said Mrs Burt. Mr Lander, 
who patrols the crossing outside Fibbers- 
ley Park Primary School, said: “To me it’s 
a little bit childish. If the other residents 
ask me to do it, then I will clear up the 
snow. I’ve been doing it for years.” 

Walsall Housing Group spokeswoman 
Lyndsey Hunt praised Mr Lander for his 
community spirit and said he had acted 
with the “best intentions”. 

“At the same time we were made 
aware - by another resident - that as a 
result of the snow being cleared the path 
had become more slippery and the poten¬ 
tial danger of this was explained to Mr 
Lander in person by one of our team,” she 
added. 


New plea 
on armed 
robbery 

Police have made a 
fresh appeal for informa¬ 
tion on an armed robbery 
at a Walsall bookmakers. 

A man entered Lad¬ 
brokes on Weston Street, 
Palfrey, and threatened 
staff with a small, black 
handgun before escaping 
with cash. 

The robber was a 
mixed race man in his 
mid 20s, 5ft 8ins and of 
slim build. 

He was wearing 
square glasses, a dark 
coat and a dark woolly 
hat. No-one was injured 
as a result of the incident 
which happened at about 
4pm on January 9. 

Anyone with informa¬ 
tion can contact police on 
0345 113 5000 or 

Crimestoppers on 0800 
555 111. 


Music night 

A Walsall pub wants 
musicians for its weekly 
open mic night. The 
Drunken Duck, High 
Street, Walsall Wood, the 
events start 8pm on 
Tuesdays. 


Pensioners’ party all set for new venue 


Preparations are under 
way for a long-standing pen¬ 
sioners’ party which will be 
held in a new venue after 61 
years. 

The Willenhall Old Folks 
Treat, a traditional sing¬ 
song and meal, has tradtion- 
ally been held at Willenhall 
Leisure Centre. But, follow¬ 
ing the centre’s closure last 
year, the party will now be in 
Pool Hayes Arts and Com¬ 
munity School, Castle Drive 
on April 2. 

The free event is for people 
aged 70 and over and tickets 
are only available on three 
days in March from Willen¬ 
hall Library. 

Those wishing to attend 
must have turned 70 before 
December 31, 2010, and 
tickets will be available on 
March 29, 30 and 31 

between 9.30am and 
3.30pm. 

Organiser Anne Wrighton 
said: “This will be our first 
year away from the leisure 
centre and we were sad to 
see it go. But the head¬ 
teacher and staff at Pool 
Hayes have been very, very 
kind and we are looking 
forward to the party.” 

The event will take place 
from 1pm. 

A musician will perform 
traditional favourites such 
as Roll Out the Barrel and 
We’ll Meet Again. 



Front, life president Anne Wrighton, OBE, with, left to right, Colin 
Broomhall, Mike Barlow and chairman Tom Bradley, at Pool Hayes School. 



SALE 


SAL 


SALE 


SALE 


CALL US NOW 


Established 
in 1989 


■ 01922 644226 

plus 24 hour 


info@pelsallwindows.co. 

A MEMBER C 


FENSA 


07946 326718 


Registered Member no. 31948 ||| 


SUPPLIERS AND INSTALLERS OF HIGH 
QUALITY ENERGY EFFICIENT PCVU 
PRODUCTS 


TRADE EL | RIES WELCOME 

MASSIVE SAVINGS ON ALL ORDERS 
PLACED JANUARY 2011 


FREE lead work 


70mm internally beaded sculptured profile 
28mm double glazed unit 
k SHOOT BOLT LOCKING AS STANDARD 


1/2 Price Gold and Georgian 
Rar Work 


1/2 Price Feature Door Panels 


10 year Insurance Backed 
Guarantee 


Rolling Mill Street 
Walsall WS2 9EQ 


No Pressure selling 


www.pelsallwmdows.co.uk 


SALE 


SALE 


SAL 



Laminate Flooring 
Supplied and Fitted 


**^*99 sq«« 

M °' M Was £18.49 sqm 

JSSSSfBSUj 

aagflL 




lOO’s 

END of 
ROLLS 
at SILLY 
prices! 


4BUMNDS 


4f 

4 WINDOWS 
FROM £199 
FITTED 


FREE 
ESTIMATES 
AND FREE 
PARKING 




PLATINUM 
SERVICE 

We will remove your 
old carpets and put 
back your furniture 
Free Estimates and 
Free Planning 

Terms and conditions apply 


100* 
BLEACH 
CUANABIE 1 


6)Uii 


[HR BACK 


UIMIIUN 


Call us for a FREE Home Visit 7 Days a week 

SAMPLES BROUGHT DIRECT TO YOUR HOME 
OPEN MONDAY ■ SUNDAY 


Birchills House 

48-52 High Road 

Lane Head 

Willenhall 

WV124JQ 

20 Beacon Buildings 

Industrial Estate 

Green Lane 

Walsall WS28LE 

Leighswood Road 

Aldridge, Walsall WS98AA 

Tel/Fax: 

Tel/Fax: 

Tel/Fax: 

01922634555 

01902606026 

01922452626 
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AT SPECSAVERS YOU 
CAN GET A HEARING AID 
NOBODY WILL NOTICE 

EVEN YOUR BANK MANAGER 


Most people who need a hearing aid worry about how it will look, and how much 
it will cost. At Specsavers, the latest miniature technology means that even those 
closest to you will notice the improvement in your hearing, but not your hearing 
aid. As for the cost, we offer outstanding value for money, with our complete digital 
hearing package from just £495. 

To book a free hearing test call your local store or find out more 
at specsavers.co.uk/hearing 


Aldridge Anchor Meadow Health Centre. 

Tel: 01922 450 990 

Cannock 19 Cannock Shopping Centre. 

Tel: 01543 462 232 

Applies to Specsavers’ advance range. Both hearing aids for customer’s sole use. Excludes 
other offers and discount vouchers. 

The following are registered trademarks of the Specsavers Group of Companies - advance, the Specsavers logo, Specsavers. 02010 
Specsavers Hearcare Group Limited. All rights reserved. 



Hearing Centres 


USE YOUR LOFT! 





V*g£> 

,£240 


4* 


Bison 

Loft Ladders 

Access your loft safely 
and easily with Bison Ic 
stairs. The stairs are m 
and fitted by our Midlai 
craftsmen using timber 
sustainable sources. A 
strut mechanism requir 
just fingertip control m; 
opening and closing yo 
stairs exceptionally eas 

• Fully manufactured 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from 

• Full 10 year parts 
& labour guarantee 

• The only product av 
with a safety handli 
the loft 

• Patented gas strut 
operation 

• Fitted in approx 2 h 

Flooring and lighting ca 
be provided, adding a v 
useful additional room 


8 Therapy 


I come to you to solve 
your dog’s problems 

# CXSOBEDCNCE 

* NUISANCE BANKING 

# JUMPING UP 

* A'3GR.ES SON 


O 


1 / No tenth meihac is 
t/AVtHwio ds, aft apos 
ny proto**™ any inim 


Call us-see the iifferencf 


wmm imiiiiin t* U 


Over 5,000 installations to date! 


Bail 


theloftjfoairs compa 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 59, Atcham industrial Estate, Shrewsbury S' 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 38912 


0800 032 1718 



New appeal over dangerous dog 


Police have renewed an appeal for infor¬ 
mation about a dog which attacked a man 
in Walsall. 

The victim suffered bites to his arm, 
thigh, buttock and ankle and had to be 
treated in hospital. 

The victim ran to a nearby parked car 
and took refuge as the dog tried to get into 
the car after him. 

He had been walking his Staffordshire 
bull terrier near Greaves Avenue, Park 
Hall, when what is thought to be a white 


English bull terrier leapt at him. His pet 
was not injured. 

Schools close to the area where the 
attack happened have been warned to 
beware of the dangerous dog. 

Pc Rich Wilson said: “We have had a 
number of calls from people following the 
original appeal, who contacted the 
Crimestoppers charity with information. 

“We would like these people to come 
forward and speak to us so we can take 
statements and pursue the investigation 


further.” He said the dog, which was 
stocky and had a large brown patch 
around its left eye, had not been on a lead 
and no owner was visible. 

Pc Wilson said: “We are asking anyone 
in the Park Hall area who recognises the 
description of the animal to contact us as 
soon as possible.” 

The attack happened shortly before 
3pm on November 11. Anyone with infor¬ 
mation can call Pc Wilson on 0345 113 
5000. 


Centre in receipt of a book with some mystery 


With their ornate letterheads and old- 
fashioned copperplate, these pieces of paper 
almost look like miniature works of art. 

But on closer inspection, they are the 
company receipts for a Walsall firm dating 
from the 1890s. 

Covering a four year period, these receipts 
chart the purchases made by Walsall-based 
bit makers Reuben Craddock & Sons from 
the Wisemore area of the town 

Hundreds of receipts had been painstak¬ 
ingly maintained and compiled into a 
volume giving an insight into the companies 
operating in and around Walsall at the time. 

The collection has been handed to staff at 
Walsall Local History Centre. 

From bits of metal to a toast rack, the 
receipts show details of the company’s pur¬ 
chases and trade from 1895 to 1899. 

They include notes from well-known firms 
such as Walsall Lithographic Company and 
chainmakers Job Wheway & Sons. 

But the receipts are proving something of 
a mystery for history centre staff, who have 
very few records of Reuben Craddock & 
Sons. Paul Ford, archivist at the Essex 
Street centre, said: “It is just an interesting 
kind of item. What this company has done is 
something I have never come across before.” 

Anyone with information is asked to 
contact the centre. 



A receipt from J Withers and son. 




A receipt from Walsall Lithographic. 



Paul Ford with a receipt book from 
Reuben Craddock and Son Ltd 



SALE 

PRICES 

HELD 


erco 


A range of classically styled upholstery, 
dining, occasional and bedroom furniture, 
with all the comfort and quality you would 
expect from ercol. 


25% off 

even though 
VAT's increased 


NO DEPOSIT 

3 YEARS 
INTEREST 
FREE CREDIT 


winter 


Bilston 

Great Bridge Road WV14 8LB 
call 0845 050 8240 
or visit leekes.co.uk 


Leekes 

You're home 



flnterest free credit is subject to status, conditions apply. Minimum spend £200 
*Applies to RRP on special order products. 


selected departments. 
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Blaze-hit rugby club’s 
dash to beat deadline 


walsallchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 
A Walsall rugby team that lost its 
clubhouse in a fire faces a race 
against time to be up and running by 
next season. 

There are doubts a new clubhouse will 
be built for Aldridge Rugby Club in time 
for the 2011-12 season. 

The club submitted an application to rebuild 
last October after the old building was 
destroyed by a fire in July 2009. Because the 
site is on green belt, a statutory consultation 
period had to run until December 2. 

Club member Jim Chambers said: “We are a 
bit annoyed about the delay, as we were hoping 
to get planning permission before Christmas, 
but we will be lucky if we get a clubhouse up for 
next season. 

“We set ourselves that target, and if we don’t 
get moving soon we will find it difficult to meet 
that target.” 

Mr Chambers said the £320,000 clubhouse in 
Bourne Vale, to include 177 square metre 
changing rooms, showers and toilets, will take 
about 16 weeks to build. The contract is going 
out to tender now so as soon as planning per¬ 
mission is agreed the club can give contractors 
the go-ahead. 

Struggle 

Club bosses also need to apply to the Rugby 
Union for an £80,000 grant. 

“Whatever happens, we will struggle on, like 
we did last season,” Mr Chambers said, “It’s 
just going to be a bit of a rush.” 

Matches were played at other grounds after 
fire ripped through changing rooms and the bar 
area and destroyed kit and equipment worth 
more than £5,000. 

The new clubhouse will include an entrance 
lobby, toilets, a club meeting room for players to 
discuss rugby after matches and training, with 
dining space for players to use after matches. 

The buildings could also be used by mourners 
wishing to meet after attending services at 
nearby Streetly Crematorium. 

Bob Scrivens, Walsall Council area planning 
manager, said the application was received in 
late October, for a replacement clubhouse. 

“The proposal roughly doubles the floorspace 
of the clubhouse and the site is in a sensitive 
part of the Green Belt, close to Bourne Vale. 

“Proposals like this raise complex issues of 
planning policy. It is intended that a decision 
will be made in the very near future.” 


Pupils with an eye on the future 


Pupils from a Walsall 
school presented their 
own view of the 21st 
century when they 
designed a futuristic car 
during a competition. 

Schoolchildren from 
across the borough are 
taking part in the cre¬ 
ative challenge which is 
run through the Walsall 
Education Business 
Partnership. 

A total of 12 teams 
from six primary schools 
took part in a heat at 
Shire Oak School on 
Thursday. They had to 
come up with designs for 
a car having looked at the 
likes off hovercars for 
inspiration. 

The teams of six then 
had to give a presenta¬ 
tion and it was 
Leighswood school in 
Broadmeadow, Aldridge, 
which came out on top. 

They competed against 
the likes of Millfield in 
Brownhills, Walsall 
Wood and Ryders Hayes 
in Pelsall. 

The team of nine and 
10-year-olds will now go 
through to the Walsall 
final at the Banks’s 
Stadium on June 9. 

There will then be a 
Black Country-wide final 
at Molineux Stadium on 
July 6. 



Ellis Miles, Christian Alford, Natasha Smith, all aged 10, 
and George White with Lauren Edwards, both nine, and 
Jenny Smith, 10, from Leighswood School 


Charity zip 

A zip slide for Walsall 
Hospice will run on May 
14 at Banks’s Stadium. 
Registration is £35 and 
participants need to 
raise at least £100 in 
sponsorship. 


Den of activity 

Families will be able to build 
dens at Rough Wood Chase 
Local Nature Reserve from 
10am on February 23. Visitors 
can get back to nature by for¬ 
aging for materials. To book 
call 0845 111 2900. 


Arty Christine 

Christine Capewell, 
aged 58, of Aldridge, 
shows her contemporary 
Christian artwork at The 
Crossing at St Pauls, 
Darwall Street, Walsall, 
until February 7. 


PEGASUS MEDICAL 

Personal Injury Compensation 

Telephone 0800 612 1786 pegasus 



INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT 
IN THE LAST 3 YEARS AND 


NOT YOUR FAULT? 

100% compensation paid directly to you 

NO WIN NO FEE - you pay nothing 

Quick and easy process 
to register your claim 


Call us today - 0800 6121786 

or fill in our short claim online form for a 
FREE assessment of your claim at 

www.pegasus-medical.com 


Pegasus Medical Ltd is regulated by the Ministry of Justice in respect of regulated claims management activities, its 
registration is recorded on the website: www.claimsregulation.co.uk 
Authorisation number CRM 23402 



SPECIAL OFFER 


£2.99 


x\Mhe^ 


From AOOfti^HUII From 


Mobility 


Family run business with over 30 years experience 


13 £)us la 


V 


www.care&mobility.co.uk 


£3.70 


• 23 stone weight capacity 

• 4 mph 

• Up to 20 miles range 

• Front & rear lights 

• Mirrors fitted as standard 

• Luxury captains seat 


J RRP £1,895 A 

UR PRICE £899 


MidForU 


Strider 


ST4 


• 25 stone weight capacity 

• 8 mph 

• 25 miles range 

• Front & rear suspension 

• Adjustable Tiller 

• 5 aph battries 

_ / 0Nnf 

J-1,299 



FREE! 

tting on all Stair Lifts 
died & Fitted in January 

mam—m W~ — 

EFORE YOU BUY!] 


DIAGNOSTIC 
DIGITAL DISPLAY 


SAFTEY SEAT BELT 


REMOTE CONTROL 


10 Woodlands Centre, Wood Lane, AJ AAA 
Willenhall, Walsall WV12 5ND V I 9AA 


FREEPHONE 0800 389 4718 


• Free Easy Parking • Free home / instore assessments • Best prices on all batteries supplied 

• 0% Finance available • Rent or buy option available on selected items * Service work 
carried out at special rates * Free daily living aids catalogue • Motability Finance Available 


SAFETY SENSOR 

FULLY FITTED STAIRLIFTS INSTALLED BY OUR PROFESSIONALLY TRAINED FITTERS 

STOCKISTS OF: Brooks, Minivator, Stannah, Platinum and Bison Lifts 
FREE HOME SURVEYS AND FAST FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE 

INCLUDING 2 YEARS WARRANTY* 

*0/7 selected stairlifts only 


*Terms and conditions apply. 
Ask instore for details 
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WE WILL PAY THE II.A. T. 
INCREASE FOR YOU 

FOR A LIMITED PERIOD 



EDWARDIAN/VICTORIAN 
CONSERVATORIES 
Fully Filled Inch Base from only,,, 

*3999 

We will beat any genuine 
lile for like quote from 
any established reputable 
company [10 years+] 

BUY NOW PAY LATER ■ 
12 months 0% 

Interest Free! 

[Subject to terms A conditions] 


HUGE SAVINGS ON WINDOWS, 
DOORS, FASCIAS & SOFFITS! 



Is Your Felt Roof Leaking 
or Need Replacing? 

• Life expectancy up to 50 years 

• 20 year guarantee 

Felt or Fibre Glass Roofing Available 

A MULTITUDE DF USES 


SPECIAL 
OFFERS on 
Windows 
A Doors! , 




UK LIMITED / Esi 1988 

Conservatories • Windows • Doors • Porches • Fascias 

SZL 


Roofing • Solar 


Walsall. 01922 430 908 

Cannock. 01543 401 101 

Wolverhampton. 01902 489 498 

Stafford. 01785 318 699 

Coventry. 02476 960 880 

Sandwell & Dudley. 01384 847 123 


Stratford Upon Avon. 01789 270 726 

Leamington Spa. 01926 702 303 

Telford. 01952 427 667 

Rugby. 01788 211 019 

Kidderminster. 01562 539 341 

Birmingham. 0121 568 7388 


i - Stormseal fitted our 
Er windows over 20 
years ago, since 
moving we have had 
a conservatory 
and a full house of 
— windows and 
recommended them 
to all our friends 
and family 
I Sittings of Dudley 



Thank you to your 
office staff who 
co-ordinated 
everything 
perfectly 


r " g"| ft" VOU CH ER " 

■ In Conjunction with Conservatory Order - One Item per customer 

1 Q Electrics including Fan Light Tiles 

^ Air Cooler/Heater Q Laminate Flooring 

^ i fensa i lMust ^Tt73zrr™° i ill—_ 



The way you and your 
company dealt with 
me from start to 
finish has beyond 
doubt more than met 
' my requirements and 
’"given me total 
satisfaction. 

I am very impressed. 
Mr Hemmings of 
Coven try 



. I was recommended 
F" to the company 10 
years ago and 
recently had a 
conservatory fitted. 
— I am over the moon 
with the quality ancL 
service. 

Miss Rae of 
Stafford 


©PlLKINGTON 


\ FREE QUOTATIC 


3 FREEPHONE INI 


□ 500 77 75 75 



I am delighted with my 
conservatory and would 
highly recommend your firm. 

Miss Challoner of 
Wolverhampton 


Andrew scores with book 


There has been the joy of pro¬ 
motion and disappointment of 
relegation but the past 20 years 
have proved anything but dull for 
Walsall FC. 

Following the move from 
Fellows Park to Bescot Stadium, 
there has been success in Black 
Country derbies and stints in the 
second tier of English football, 
dampened by spells in the old 
fourth division. 

Now all the events of the past 
two decades have been captured 
in a newly published book, The 


Bescot Years, the work of Sad¬ 
dlers’ matchday programme and 
website editor, Andrew Poole. 

It gives an overview of each 
season with results and team 
line-ups from each game, while 
pictures from over the years also 
feature in the 240-page book. 

It starts with the first game at 
the ground, now Banks’s 
Stadium, which saw more than 
9,500 attend a friendly against 
Aston Villa in August 1990. 

Sir Stanley Matthews 
attended the opening of the £4.5 


million stadium which has since 
had a new stand erected. 

The ground has also staged 
international football including 
an England B international 
against Switzerland in May 
1991. Mr Poole said: “A wealth of 
players, managers, staff and sup¬ 
porters have passed through the 
doors here. 

• The Bescot Years is on sale at 
the Banks’s Stadium club shop, 
the Walsall FC programme shop 
and the Football Shop in Walsall 
town centre, priced £19.99. 


Thereby hangs a tale - of Clayhanger 


Walsall grandfather Brian 
Stringer has written about 
life growing up in a small 
mining village. 

Brian, aged 72, who lives 
with wife Maureen, 68, in 
Park Close, Brownhills, has 
written about the first 16 
years of his life in Clayhanger 
in The Clayhanger Kid. 

Based on memories of the 
1940s and 1950s, it is packed 
with stories, family pictures, 
class photos and snaps. 

Brian said: “I was the editor 
of the Brownhills Gazette 
monthly magazine between 
1988 and 1993 and published 
old pictures of people and the 
area. I wanted to write this as 
a legacy to what it was like 
growing up here.” 

As a youngster, he lived in 
High Street with his mother 
Maud, father Cyril and 
younger brother Barry. Brian 
said of Clayhanger: “It doesn’t 
flood any more. In those days 
the whole area sunk because 
of mining subsidence. 

“I used to have to wade 
through the water to get to 
school or get a lift on a canoe.” 

He will sign copies of his 
book at Brownhills Library on 
February 5 at 10am-4pm. 

The £6 book is available at 
Downes High Street News¬ 
agents, Brownhills Library, 
Chasewater Innovation 
Centre, Walsall Local History 
Centre and The Museum of 
Cannock Chase, or by calling 
01543 821539. 



Brian Stringer has written about his boyhood in a Walsall mining village 


star extraTRAVEi 

Prices are per person unless otherwise stated and travel insurance is not included in the price. Coach pick-up p 
offered (excluding air, Eurostar breaks plus certain cruises) are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverh 
Call (01902) 319999 (Mon-Fri, 9am to 5pm) or email starextra@expressandstar.co.uk (please include your name 
address). Please read brochures/web pages for full description plus terms/conditions. Dates subject to availability. 


Peppa Pig World 


Two days departing 

Apr 16, May 21, Jul 30, Sept 3 


PRICE FROM 


£109* 


£169 


* £69.95 for children (aged 2-15) 

•Return coach travel 

•Overnight half board accommodation 

•Visit to Bournemouth 

•Entrance to Paulton’s Family Theme Park including 
Peppa Pig World 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability -supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 

Walking on the 
Gower Peninsula 

Three days departing April 22 

PRICE FROM 


India 


10 days 

Various departure dates 

PRICE FROM 


•Return flights 

•Eight nights half-board accommodation 
•Four lunches 

•City tours of New and Old Delhi, Jaipur and Ac 

•Visits to Fatehpur Sikri and the Taj Mahal 

•Elephant or jeep ride up to the Amber Fort 

•Full day safari at Ranthambore 

•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability -supplemen 


Organised by Newmarket Air Holidays (ABTA V7812, A 

Theatre 

Friday night spec 

Two days departing May 6, Jul 22, Se 

PRICE FROM 


£139 


•Return coach travel 

•Two nights half-board accommodation 

•Visit to Cardiff 

•Two guided walks 

•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


•Return coach travel 

•Top price ticket for the Friday evening performj 
for a show of your choice 
•Bed and breakfast accommodation 
•Free time in London 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplemei 


Please note: the “from” price and price bands vary for 
Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


See us online at www.expressandstar.com/starextrat 
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Stockists of Sherbourne Restwell Repose TCS Lift and Rise Chairs 

Sovereign Serenity 3000 | t V I Brittany 

- - ortho memory jJ pocked 4ft 6in divan set ^ , 4ft 6in 4-drawer divan set 

4ft 6in divan set _ was £899 99 * 1 Was £299.99 

| ■ ONLY ! \ M SALE PRICE L I SALE PRICE 

£279.99 £499.99 V r £249.99 


FREE 

Memory Foam 
Pillows with 
the Venus 
Pocket Sprung 
Divan 


FREE Memory 
Foam Pillows 
with the 
Memory Plus. 
1500 Pocket 
Memory 


Ortho Deluxe 

4ft 6in 2-drawer special 

STILL ONLY 


Limited stock 


New 

Dorset 

Bedroom 

Range 


Classical 
Style 
Bedroom 
Collection 
in White, 
Top 

Quality 


Wendy Italian Leather Suite 
The Finest Quality Leather 

with a ranae of 25 colours 
Great Value for money 


THE MILAN BEDROOM 
COLLECTION IN 3 COLOURS 


New 

Manhattan 

Dining 

Collection 


in Black 
Gloss 
Glass, 


Quality 
at its 
Best 


NEW TO STORE GENEVA SNUGGLE 
SUITE WITH 2 SEATER SWIVEL CHAIR, 
GREAT VALUE 


DINING AT ITS BEST ZONE COLLECTION 
IN OAK OR WALNUT 

Italian Dining Collection Must be seen outstanding value 


Lift & Rise 
Collection 
with 5 Year 
Orthopedic 
Guarantee. 
Up to 30 
Stone 


COMEAND 
SEE AND TRY 
OUT OUR 
LARGEST 
1 SELECTION 
OF 

ORTHOPEDIC 
FIRESIDE 
CHAIRS ON 
| SHOW 


CELINE 3+1+1 QUALITY 
SUITE, WAS 2000 , 

NOW HALF PRICE 999.99,1 ONLY 


OPENING HOURS 

Monday-Saturday 
10.00 am-5.00 pm 
Sunday 10.30 am-4.00 pm 
FREE PARKING 
ALL BUS ROUTES TO THIS STORE 
Number of buses are: No. 5, 369, 370, 38A 
All above buses stop outside our store 


Floors Tile Walsall Petrol 
-To-Go Choice Carpets station 


A34 from BLOXWICH < GREEN LANE > To WALSALL 


Quality Assured 


Pictures for illustration purposes only. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE | ~ 

■ RVIMPg FURNITURE BED 
TOTAL STOCK CLEARANCE 

- O/ FINAL 4 DAYS 

-- -- flLL STOCK MUST BE SOLD 

PICA Ann War CM off Stock Musff: Go 

EVERYTHING HAS BEEN REDUCED TO A FRACTION 
(IIVV)VVV of THE NORMAL PRICE!! FIRST COME FIRST SERVED 


FRI JAN 281H, 9 AIVI-6 PM SIT JIN 29TH, 9 HUTS PM SUN JAN 30TH, 


1-5 PM IMON JAN 31 9 IM S PM 



Full Double Size was 
S uper £159 

Orthopaedic NOW 
Mattress £79 


rjm 


Full Double Size £370 
Memory Foam 
Mattress 


DOORBUSTER 

, ■ * 10NLY TO CLEAR 

: ‘Mercy’ leather 
* Superb 3 seater sofa 
Ex. Display 

ONLY £199 


F77T1 


Full Double Size £14g 
Fully Sprung , 
Mattress 





DOORROSTER 

10NLY TO CLEAR 

Oakmere Light Oak 
Table with 4 Super 
Chairs 

ONLY £149 Ex. Display 




rjm 


3/4 size 4ft 
Wide luxury £399 
Orthopaedic NOW 
Complete Ded £149 


DOORBUSTER 


DOORBUSTER 

SSI 10NLY TO CLEAR 

■ j/m Full Double Size 

Memory Foam/Sprung 
Storage Divan. 

ONLY £199 EX. Display. Some Marks 

DOORBUSTER 

I 10NLYT0 CLEAR 

| Superb 6ft wide 7ft high 
Maple Colour Wardrobe. 
Ex. Display 

ONLY £199 


DOORBUSTER 


WAS 

King Size Extra £279 
Firm Good unui 
Quality Mattress 


□ 1 ONLY TO CLEAR I "1 10NLYT0 CLEAR 

Real leather Armchair —< Myers Double Size 

Superb High Sack Quality Complete 

Comfort Storage Divan. 

SILLY PRICE ONLY £159 Only £199 *■»“» 



CAIII Faux leather WAS 

uHlE click Clack £369 

CIIO/. Super Sofa Ded- NOW 
uU/0 Double Size £169 


CA1IE Full Double Size was 
aHVE Faux Leather £89 
4h0/ n Good Quality NOW 
™ /0 Headboard £29 


SAVE Set of 4 Cream 

,ft„. Faux Leather 
40% Dining Chairs 


Superb 36in WAS 
Wide Yew Wood £899 
Great Quality NDW 
Sideboard £249 


. » o ■. was 

Lazy Doy Superb £1990 

Quality Lift Riser unw 
Recliner Chair 


WAS 

2 Seater Leather £ 4 gg 
RrownSofa unui 
Great Value j” 


Lazy Boy 3 Seater Lazy WAS 
Boy Recliner Sofa £1599 
lOyr Lazy Boy N9W 

Guarantee £749 


The Carlton WAS 
Super 3 Seater+£1999 
2 Seater Leather I9W 
Design Sofas £559 


The Dilbao Odd WAS 
Comfortable £479 
Chair N9W 

Easy Chair £79 


The Only Luxury £ 7 gg 
Red Chenille 3 unm 
Seater Sofa 


__ r „ WAS 
5 Drawer Fully £15g 

Assembled Pine in 
Chest 079 


Full Double Size £ 2 4 | 
4 Drawer Red nqi 
R ase 0 ng 


SAVE Set of 4 Leather use 

30% iSSS gj 


Corona Solid 
Mexican Pine 
TallRookcase 


__ , ,, WAS 

5 Drawer Fully £ 13g 

Assembled unui 
WhRe Chest 


Full Single Size was 
O rthopaedic £99 
Good Quality N9W 
Mattress £49 


SAVE Light Oak Finish "29 

C ftO/ Super quality inv 
30% Nest of Tables 


CAVE 5R by 3ft Light was 
wHUs oak Table +6 £549 
R|R Faux Leather N9W 
« u/0 Chairs £269 


Corona 36in 
Wide Solid 
Mexican Pine 
Sideboard 


WAS 

48in Wide White ^9 
6 Drawer iftiM 
Oblong Table -:r f ± 


SAVE 5ft Wide Solid £ 8 g 9 

Oak Sideboard 
70% Top of the Range 


Full Single Size was 
N on Spring Hypo £149. 
Allergenic N9W 
Mattress £59 


SAVE ftwlsalftar 

40% usar «■ 


Great Quality unui 
Tub Chair 


Full Single Size was 
S olid Pine ££19 
Bedframe and Fully I6W 
Sprung Mattress £69 


ITTTI 


Full Single Size £ gg 

•flSSI" NOW 
Bed Base 



TUI I M :i I K-i i =1 


ONE ONLY 

lazy Doy luxury lift rise 
recliner, dual motor, 
total comfort ntlE 


, was CAIIE Brown Leather 3 was 
■ £899 9HVE seater +2 £1099 

?„ NOW ego/ Seater Super NOW 
|e £299 |3U/9| Quality Sofas £550 

POORBUSTER 

ONE SET ONLY 

Super gloss white and 
chrome table with 4 matching 
chairs. All assembled 



was £1199 only £599 Was £299 ONE SET ONLY £199 


CAIIE Slider Wardrobes WAS 
DHIIE 6ft wide x 6ft 6in £429 
O|)0 I high 

All Mirror Boers £279 


CAIIE MassiveGftwidex WAS 
OWE 6ft 6ln High £299 

Qno/„ Wardrobe OW 

OU/0 Latest Maple Finish £199 


I I ? I =tc| | I IJI=jC^ | 1 =* \ T i I ^ I ^4 SALE MUST FHIISH 

Monday 31st Jan 
DO NOT MISS OUT 


Oakfield House, Level Street, 

BRIERLEY HILL 


01384 79393 

(Next to the Copthorne Hotel) 


1 Market Street, 
KIDDERMINSTER DY10 1AB 

01562 825281 

(Opposite Aldi & Morrisons) 


583 Bearwood Road, 
BEARWOOD B66 4BH 
0121 420 2991 
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Stacey is wild about results 



Dudley Zoo keepers Jay Haywood, Luke Millar and Stacey Ball celebrate their 
exam results with zoo registrar and research co-ordinator Dr David Beeston 


A zoo keeper from Walsall is going 
wild about earning his stripes with 
top marks in animal care exams. 

Stacey Ball, aged 22, fits in studies 
for the Advanced National Certificate 
in the Management of Zoo Animals 
between duties at Dudley Zoo with 
Jay Haywood, 27, and Luke Millar, 
23. 

Stacey has been at the zoo for five 
years looking after primates and birds 

Jay, from Dudley, joined the zoo 
team in 2000 and has cared for big 
cats and hoofed mammals. 

Bird keeper Luke, from Tewkes¬ 
bury, started work on site in 2008. 


Dudley Zoo’s registrar and research 
co-ordinator Dr David Beeston said: 
“Jay, Luke and Stacey have done very 
well and achieved excellent results, 
everyone at the zoo is very proud of 
them. 

“They have all passed the exam 
which follows the first year of studies 
for the Advanced National Certificate, 
which is the recognised qualification 
for zoo keepers.” 

In the second year the zookeepers 
will tackle various assignments, fol¬ 
lowed by a dedicated study into a spe¬ 
cialist subject towards the end of the 
course. 


TheShooting Pa rty 

NOW OPENL 


. Seethe 

- . underlever range 

- in stock now! 

• Airguns, ammunition and accessories 
• PAO rifle & pistol scopes, range finders & night vision - in stock now! 

• Knives & multi-tools • Shooting clothing 
• Shotguns, cartridges & accessories (from Spring 2011) 

• Rim fire & centre fire rifles & ammunition (from Spring 2011) 

Repairs & servicing • Used guns bought for cash-part exchange welcome 
• POP’S & bottles filled * • All major credit cards accepted 

ws 


Bring this ad with you to claim your ‘Chronicle’ discount! 


www.the-shooting-party.co.uk 

Mill Green Farm, 724 Chester Road, Aldridge, West Midlands, WS9 OLR 
+44 (0) 1922 452176 


STEAMED UP 
DOUBLE GLAZING? 


Don’t replace the Frames... just the Panes! 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
Want the latest energy saving glass? 

5 year guarantee on new double glazing! 


2 


CLEAR 


REPLACING YOUR FAILED DOUBLE 


Freephone 

0800 6121118 


...we make saving money perfectly clear... 


www.cloudy2clear.com 


2 fori 

from our £79 and above 
frame range* 

New year. New you. 



Dollond & Aitchison 11 Bradford Street, 
Walsall WS11PB 

Call 0800 052 8000 + visit www.danda.co.uk 



*Choose your first pair from our £79 frame range or above, add the 
cost of lenses and receive a pair of glasses up to the same value for 
free, including standard D&A lenses. Free pair must be from the £29, 
£49, £79, £89 or £99 ranges, £79 or £99 prescription sunglasses or 
£59 readers. Free pair can match vision type in first pair (single vision, 
bifocal, varifocal) with appropriate standard D&A lenses. Any upgrade 
from standard D&A lenses to be paid for in full. Excludes frame only 
purchases. See instore for full terms and conditions. Glasses shown 
not available in all stores. t Call between 8.30am and 7pm (Mon-Fri) 
8.45am-5pm Sat & Sun. 


\ 


JANUARY m#. D 
BUN DS SALE Biff* 

- -to seff.U I 


Verticals, Romans, Rollers and more 

FREE measuring FREE fitting 


HURRY OUR JANUARY SALE ENDS SOON! 

0800 916 6511 

www.hillarys.co.uk 
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J ECIAL RATES FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 


Sandwell 
Cannock 
Aldridge 
Great Barr 
Sutton Coldfield 
West Bromwich 
Walsall 
Tipton 


0121 607 8164 
01922 438166 
01922 438166 
0121 607 8164 
0121 607 8164 
0121 535 7445 
01922 438166 
0121 535 7445 


DRIVEWAYS 


Lines Open 8.00am - 9.30pm 7 Days 

OJoXgML MitSl) 


PATIOS 

GARDENS 



THIS GREAT OFFER IS AVAIEABEE ON AEE ENQUIRIES RECEIVED THIS WEEK. GET YOUR FREE QUOTE AND A FREE DESIGN 


Is yeur driveway er garden getting you down, a mess? 


WM 



We can sort it out for you! We are offering a great price 
for a super job, with a peace of mind 10 year Guarantee 


THE LOW MAINTENANCE SPECIALIST 

WWW. uploo.ooi 


©Z^LL NOW 

@®@@ oi89 7m 


UPL are a local established family business with a proven track record who take pride in their work. HQ. 22 High Street 
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Another fine mess for children to enjoy 


_ NOW. 

Save upto 


DUDLEY 01384 660 065 KIDDERMINSTER 01562 950 998 SANDWELL 0121 369 0213 


Why spend thousands on a new kitchen when a 
kitchen makeover using made to measure Doors 
looks just as effective at a fraction of the cost 
and without all the hassle! 


FREE Cookerhood 
FREE Worktops 
FREE Sink^Tapr^ 


Spend over £500 and we'll also give you 
Free worktops or appliances to compliment 
your new look kitchen - ask for details 


FREE No Obligation Home Quotation Service 


Explore your world with 

star 'A extraTRAVEL 

See us online at: 

www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

UK trips, Europe by coach, air and Eurostar, 
plus holidays further afield. 

Brought to you by the 

Express & Star 


Kirby to take hospital helm 


The new boss of Walsall Manor 
Hospital is to be 37-year-old 
Richard Kirby. 

Currently chief operating 
officer at Sandwell & West Birm¬ 
ingham Hospitals NHS Trust, 
Mr Kirby takes up the role of 
chief executive in Walsall after 
Easter, replacing Sue James. 

He was described by his new 
employers as “young, bright and 
very personable”. 

All candidates for the top job 
underwent a panel interview 
and were involved in three dis¬ 
cussion groups. 

They covered topics such as 


patient experience, clinical 
quality and working with differ¬ 
ent partner organisations. 

Mr Kirby said he was looking 
forward to working in Walsall 
and was delighted with the 
recent £170 million transforma¬ 
tion of the Manor. 

By the time he joins Walsall 
Hospital NHS Trust, community 
health workers, such as stop 
smoking experts and fitness 
trainers, will have joined the 
trust to form the new care organ¬ 
isation - Walsall Healthcare 
NHS Trust. Community health 
services are being integrated as 


part of the scrapping of Primary 
Care Trusts in the NHS Reform. 

Mr Kirby said: “The opening of 
the new Manor Hospital and the 
integration with community 
health services provide exciting 
opportunities for continuing to 
improve services for local people 
and I am looking forward to 
joining Walsall healthcare at 
such an important stage in its 
development.” 

Ben Reid, chairman at Walsall 
Manor Hospital, said: “Richard 
Kirby is young, bright and very 
personable and we are delighted 
with his appointment.” 


A playgroup where chil¬ 
dren have the freedom to be 
as messy as they like in 
Walsall is encouraging 
more parents to come along 
with their young children 

The workshop at the 
Birchills and North Walsall 
SureStart Centre encour¬ 
ages children to explore 
their surroundings, and 
this week it was given a 
sensory theme. 

The Play and Stay 
session was welcoming 
about 22 parents to the 
group at the Birchills Street 
centre with their children, 
aged up to about three and 
a half, on Monday. 

The children were able to 
play with paint, toys, shiny 
and furry surfaces, with 
some getting messier than 
others in the process. 

Belvinder Chander, 
nursery officer at the 
centre, said: “We had lots of 
smells and touchy-feely 
surfaces for them to play 
with. It’s for the children to 
investigate and for us to 
observe their development 
and how they react. It’s all 
there, from real play, to con¬ 
struction, to messy play. 

“We have good regular 
parents who are here every 
week, as well as newcom¬ 
ers. We are always encour¬ 
aging new parents to come Mothers and toddlers with staff, from left, childcare officer Hayley Walker, 
along.” Shellee Wilson, Azish Chander, three, and his mother, Belvinder Chander. 
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From the midlands No.l Kitchen Cupboard Door Specialist. 


thechronicle 


STOURBRIDGE 01384 293 654 • WALSALL 01922 500 

■ Doors 

■ Drawers 
| Appliances 
| Worktops 

ircJtJ www.imore.co. 


065 


TON 01902 581 570 

rv . 


Showroom: 8 Wordsley Green Lawnswood Rd Wordsley West Midlands DY8 5PD 


































Half Price Half Price 



Kaymed Verona Double Divan 
Set with A Draweis 

'4ow'£V*99<i 


SCHREIBF.R 

fitted bedroom furniture 


Find us in 


HOMEBASE 

75 Chester Road, B73 5BA 


The big store for beds and more 

’WtenputuyitvaavuiL** rv—mxtobmadmi fa 


BedStore 
8 More 
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Plea for 
run help 

A hospice in Walsall is 
appealing for runners to 
support the charity in 
this year’s London 
Marathon. 

Acorns Children’s 
Hospice, in Walstead 
Road, wants people to 
sign up for the event on 
April 17, which will see 
more than 35,000 
runners go around the 
26-mile route. 

Lucy Shepherd from 
the hospice, said: “As a 
local charity, we only 
have a small number of 
places for the marathon 
which have now been 
allocated following a 
ballot. Sponsorship for 
the event is a great way 
to raise funds for charity 
and we depend on 
runners who have aplace 
to use it to fundraise for 
Acorns..” 


Father’s book on 
organs scandal 


The father of a baby girl, whose 
organs were retained without her 
parents’ permission when she 
died, has written a book about the 
experience. 

Joseph Lawlor, of Willenhall, wrote 
Thief of Hearts about his daughter 
Kaine, who died of meningitis in 
Birmingham Children’s Hospital in 
1989. 

The author and his former wife Karen 
were among a group of families from 
across the country who took legal action 
against the NHS over the practice. 

When Kaine died, aged 18 months, her 
parents refused when the hospital asked if 


walsallchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 

her organs could be removed for trans¬ 
plant. They were horrified when The 
Retained Organs Commission’s 2002 
report led them to discover that her brain, 
heart, kidneys and ovaries had been taken 
regardless, and may have been sold to 
pharmaceutical companies for £12 each. 

Daughter 

Mr Lawlor, 47, said: “The book covers 
the story of my daughter who contracted 
meningitis very early in her life. 

It shows myself and her mom trying to 
deal with the devastating effects of the 
disease and Kaine’s battle against it and 
ultimately losing her fight. 

Then, years later, discovering what hap¬ 


pened to her and then our having to deal 
with the organ retention scandal and its 
effects on my mind.” 

The self-employed cladding technician, 
of Regent Street, said the story practically 
wrote itself once he sat down to write it. 

“In my analysis of what had happened, 
trying to make sense of it all, 

“I felt the numbers became too big and 
the human factor was somehow lost in the 
sheer size and complexity of the whole 
scandal.” 

The book, backed by the Meningitis 
Trust, is due to be published later this 
year. 

“This is a story of love,” said Mr Lawlor. 
“A love of a father for his lost child, she 
would never be forgotten.” 


Half Price ^ 

iU ends V(\o> 



’SxiruP} m your 
bedrootM. 

for fi free quoted 




First family feature in flats 


Stephanie Horin and Maddison with Accord Group chief Dr Christopher 
Handy, regeneration boss Assad Hamed, Walsall Council’s Tim Johnson and 
Councillor Adrian Andrew. 


The first family has moved into the 
multi-million pound Walsall Water¬ 
front development. 

The £65 million scheme set to 
revive the town centre welcomed 
Dean and Stephanie Horin and their 
children to one of the three-bedroom 
homes owned and managed by the 
Accord Group. 

Dean, aged 32 and Stephanie, 30, 
are moving into the apartment in 
Boulevard Walk with 13-year-old 
Joshua and Maddison, 20 months. 

The family is moving from a two- 
bedroom home in Rose Hill, Willen¬ 
hall. Stephanie, a shop assistant at 
New Look in Walsall town centre, 
said: “It’s lovely. There’s no painting to 
do or anything, it’s all done. I never 


thought we would move into a newly- 
built house. 

“It’s brilliant for me because I work 
in the town centre.” 

She and husband Dean, a plumber, 
were welcomed into the property as 
the complex’s first residents by a host 
of well wishers, including managing 
director Clive Jessup, whose firm is 
building the development, and 
Walsall Council’s regeneration chief 
Councillor Adrian Andrew. 

Councillor Andrew said: “It is 
tremendous that the first residents 
are moving in to their new homes in 
our Waterfront community. 

“It is part of the jigsaw of regenerat¬ 
ing neighbourhoods and communities 
in the borough of Walsall.” 


NOW OPEN IN LEAMORE 
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Report hits out on bed-blocking 


Pensioners and disabled people waiting 
to be discharged from hospital and have 
their care transferred to social services 
experienced delays in Walsall last year, a 
new report revealed. 

From January to June, the number of 
delayed transfers for patients doubled to 
12.2 per 100,000 population - up from 6.3 
in 2009-10. 

An investigation into the problems 
between Walsall Manor Hospital and 
Walsall Council revealed there had been a 
number of failings.They included the 


incomplete recording of hospital discharge 
data by health and social care staff, “weak 
co-ordination” by staff in response to the 
discharge times and a lack of “robust” 
links between the teams. 

However, the situation is now getting 
better and targets are expected to be 
exceeded following the introduction of a 
number of improvements. In November, a 
specialist team was set up to oversee the 
entire discharge process. A new manager 
was also appointed to co-ordinate all out- 
of-borough discharges from hospital. 


The issue was revealed in a report to go 
before council bosses. The document 
stated: “There has been improved collabo¬ 
ration between the hospital and the staff 
at social care, resulting in a more co-ordi¬ 
nated approach and timely hospital dis¬ 
charges.” 

The report also highlighted delays for 
people waiting to have overall social care 
packages created. 

They should be in place within 28 days, 
but out of 1,493 packages in 2010/11, 205 
missed the deadline. 


Clubs to 
bring in 
50 jobs 

Around 50 jobs are set 
to be created in Walsall 
town centre following the 
refurbishment of two 
popular nightclubs. 

Insomnia and WS1 are 
both to be given over¬ 
hauls worth hundreds of 
thousands of pounds. 

Insomnia, in Bradford 
Place, has already closed 
its doors for its revamp, 
which will create more 
than 20 jobs. 

The full refurbishment 
of WS1, in Bridge Street, 
will follow and create an 
extra 30 jobs. 

Nick Parkinson, of 
Utopia Clubs Ltd, said 
Insomnia, would reopen 
with a new name and 
completely new look. 

“The doors are now 
closed and the construc¬ 
tion work is well under 
way,” he said. 

“It closed down on New 
Year’s Eve for a major 
refurbishment with the 
hope of creating more 
than 20 jobs.” 

The walls, ceilings and 
floors in Insomnia have 
now been stripped and 
the construction work is 
being carried out at pace. 

The revamp will be fol¬ 
lowed by the overhaul of 
Insomnia’s sister club. 


Street signwriter lands in alphabet soup 


A road in Willenhall town 
centre has been given a new 
name - after street signs 
were misspelled. 

Lower Lichfield Street has 
a ‘t’ in it after the incorrect 
spelling was put on some of 
the plaques. 

The word ‘Litchfield’ is on 
four of the signs which are 
placed along the street. 

One of them is below the 
shop window of Roy Birch 
DIY and RB Blinds which 
sits on the corner of the road 
in Willenhall town centre. 

The mistake is com¬ 
pounded by the correct name 
being etched in the brick¬ 
work above the shop’s glass 
frontage. 

Mr Birch said: “Someone 
has been paid a lot of money 
for doing this job and they 
have not done it right. ” 

Willenhall North ward’s 
Councillor Ian Shires said if 
townsfolk in the area had 
been consulted properly 
beforehand then such an 
error would never have 
occurred. 

“It is disgusting and a 
waste of money as they now 
need to be replaced,” he said. 

“Anybody who knows the 
area knows that is not how to 
spell it.” 

Bosses at Walsall Council 
said they would be looking 
into the error at Willenhall 
and would visit the site. 



Shopkeeper Roy Birch looks at one of the incorrect Lower Lichfield 
Street signs with a ‘T’ which have been fitted in Willenhall. 
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The Largest Adult Superstore in the Midlands 

A VERY PRIVATE LOCATION 

FANCXDKEIf & MUCH, MUCH MORE! 

V ADULT TOYSVSEXY LINGERIE 
VLATEXVPLUS SIZESVLUBES 
Unit 5, Frederick Street, Walsall WS2 9NE T 




Manufacturers Of Sealed Units, Upvc Windows, Doors And Conservatories 





designer doors fitted 
at a Specially 
Discounted Price 
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A-Z Ref: Pg:48-2A 


182 Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9EU 


TELEPHONE: 01922 611096 Fax: 01922 721731 OPENING TIMES: Mon-Fri 8-5pm Sat 8-1.00p 






“More than 100,000 women throughout the UK 
have tried my 30 minute RT workout and for many 
it has been a life changing experience. Why not 
make this the year that YOU achieve the body you 
always wanted? 

“Gymophobics instructors are among the 
friendliest, most helpful and best trained in the 
country. They will treat you like a VIP on every visit 
and design you a targeted inch loss programme to 
ensure that you achieve all your goals. 

“You will love the warm and feminine environment 
and our ‘air’ equipment that makes figure 
improvement easier than you ever thought 
possible. There are no weight machines or 
treadmills to contend with and we make each visit 
fun! 

“Even if you hate Gyms, you will love 
Gymophobics. Whatever your age or lack of 
fitness, RT gets results FAST. Book a visit NOW 
and find out more!” 


CHHB 




mm, 
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CALL 
01922 638038 

to arrange a FREE guest visit 

FIRST 100 NEW MEMBERS 
GET THE FIRST MONTH FREE 


Improve the bust, flatten the tummy, lose those ‘bingo wings’ 

Reduce hip and thighs, trim the waist, improve posture 
and increase energy 




www.gymophobics.co.uk 

9 Digbeth, Walsall, WS1 1QZ 
LADIES ONLY - 35 centres throughout the UK 


Results may vary and are dependent on attendance and physiological make up. 

Weight loss is only achieved in conjunction with a calorie controlled diet. Always seek medical advice before commencing an exercise regime. 
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Sister who cared for all|™jj 


T STUART WILLIAMS of Walsall Local History 

I J Centre, the archives service and local studies 

■ library is looking at some of the remarkable 
and inspirational people who are associated 
% with your borough. 

D orothy Wyndlow Pattison was born in 1832 at 
Hauxwell, Yorkshire, youngest daughter of Revd Mark 
Pattison, a strict, oppressive man who suffered badly 
from depression. 

She wanted to join Florence Nightingale nursing soldiers in the 
Crimean War, but her father refused permission. 

In 1861, Dorothy finally escaped her unhappy home life and began teaching 
at Little Woolston in Buckinghamshire, where she also visited and nursed the 
poor and sick of the parish. 

In September 1864, she joined the Christ Church Sisterhood, an Anglican 
convent at Coatham, near Middlesborough, and took the name of Sister Dora, 
training as a nurse at their cottage hospital in North Ormesby. 

Back then, Walsall had no hospital, and workers often suffered from indus¬ 
trial injuries. Accident cases had to travel nine miles by cart on bumpy 
roads to Birmingham Hospital. 

In 1859, Walsall sent the hospital a modest donation, prompting 
the hospital secretary to comment on the discrepancy between 
Walsall’s contribution and the cost of caring for the town’s 
patients. 

Insult 

This was perceived as an insult by some, who used it to 
press the issue locally, and Samuel Welsh, editor of the 
“Walsall Free Press” began campaigning for a Walsall hos¬ 
pital. 

In 1863, a small eight-bed “cottage” accident hospital, 
converted from two houses, was opened at 4 Bridge Street, 
in the charge of Sister Mary Jacques of Christ Church Sis¬ 
terhood, assisted by Sister Dora. 

The Sisters were not always welcome in Walsall - in the 
early days some of the locals were suspicious and hostile to 
their religious habits, confusing them with Catholic nuns. 

The more foolish even threw stones and mud at the hospital 
windows. 

Sister Dora and Sister Mary in particular gradually over¬ 
came this hostility, and their work grew to include large numbers 
of outpatients and home visits, as well as assisting local doctors 
with minor operations. By the end of 1864, the hospital had expanded 
to fourteen beds. In January 1865, Sister Mary fell ill and Sister Dora 
replaced her. The hospital was badly overcrowded and understaffed, yet the 
death rate amongst serious accident victims there was less than the big 
London teaching hospitals. 

In 1867, the Hospital Committee converted “The Mount”, off Wednesbury 
Road, into a larger hospital. The tireless Sister Dora, working with other 
nurses and local doctors, did for the grateful industrial and railway workers of 
Walsall what Florence Nightingale had for the military casualties of the 
Crimea. 

She also came to the fore when smallpox reached Walsall in 1875, and 
Walsall people were reluctant to go to the separate epidemic hospital because 



LNWR “Jumbo” steam locomotive No. 2158 named ‘Sister Dora’ at Rye- 
croft Shed, late 1890s. 

of its connection with the Workhouse and poor record. Sister Dora took charge 
and only the work there under her kept the epidemic in check. She resigned 
from the Order that summer, to devote herself to Walsall. 

On 15 October 1875 an overloaded blast furnace exploded at the Green Lane 
firm of Jones and Son, and sixteen men were terribly burned. 

Lacking spare beds, Sister Dora sent an entire ward home, scrubbing and 
disinfecting it ready for casualties. Local doctors worked long after mid¬ 
night treating survivors. 

Three were killed outright, five transferred to other wards and 
Sister Dora nursed eight hopeless cases for almost a fortnight, 
until the last died. Due to resulting infections, the hospital closed 
early in 1876. Temporary premises were set up in Bridgeman 
Place while a new hospital was built. 

The only happy outcome of the Green Lane disaster was the 
meeting of Sister Dora and Kenyon Jones, one of two brothers 
who owned the furnaces. They fell in love, and some of their 
secret letters spanning three years were discovered in the 
1930s. 

Strained 

These reveal how close they were, even though they were 
never able to marry. The relationship was strained and con¬ 
strained by the need to keep it secret, and then, sadly, in 1877 
Sister Dora discovered she had breast cancer and, although the 
new hospital opened in November 1878, she was by then too ill 
to see it. 

After visiting Paris in July 1878, Sister Dora had gone to Birm¬ 
ingham, where she had collapsed. Next day she insisted: “Let me go 
back to Walsall, that I may die among my own people”. She passed 
away, in a cottage on Wednesbury Road, on Christmas Eve, 1878. 

Her funeral, on 28 December, was attended by the Mayor, councillors and 
clergy, including two bishops. She was borne by eighteen railwaymen to Queen 
Street cemetery. Police were powerless to stop public crowds swarming into the 
cemetery to witness the burial. 

Sadly, her original gravestone does not survive, but her resting place is now 
marked by a later granite memorial. 

Sister Dora’s statue on The Bridge, funded by public subscription, was 
unveiled on 11 October 1886. In 1957, eroded by pollution, it was replaced by 
the present bronze replica which, restored and moved across The Bridge some 
years ago, is still a wonderful reminder of a fine women who is a true inspira¬ 
tion to this day. 



Original marble statue of Sister Dora on The Bridge, 12 October 1886. 


For local and family history, drop into Walsall Local History Centre in Essex Street, 
which is part of Walsall Council. Call 01922 721305. For more information see 
www.walsall.gov.uk/localhistorycentre 




Prices paid on 25/01/11 



OPEN 

MON-SAT 10.00-5.00PM I 



9ct.£9.80 per gram 22ct £23.95 per gram 

14ct.£15.24 per gram 24ct £26.13 per gram 

18ct.£19.60 per gram Full Sovereign £192 


Full Kruggerand.£816 



Fine Platinum £28.00/gram 
Thermo Coupling Wire wanted 
Platinum Crucibles taken 


37p/gram 

42p/gram (minimum) for charm 
bracelets and Alberts chains 

Any silver articles hallmarked are priced per piece 

czmHna- 

All Rolex Watches Wanted 
All Omega Watches Wanted 
All Pocket Watches Wanted 


ANTIQUE ARTICLES WANTED ALSO... 


RING FOR DAILY PRICES 

Prices correct at the time of printing 
and are subject to change daily 

ennsB 

GOOD PRICES PAID 
FOR EURO NOTES 
AND EURO COINS 

FOR ANY 
INFORMATION TO 
DO WITH GOLD, 
SILVER, PLATINUM, 
WATCHES AND 
ANTIQUES CALL 
FOR FREE ADVICE 
HIGHEST PRICES 
ALWAYS 


WEDNESBURY 


Wednesbury 




- 0121 377 8722 17 MARKET PLACE, WS10 7AY (WEDNESBURY J9, H6) 

6 WAVS ISLAND, 3 SUTTON NEW ROAD, B23 6TI www.bowjanglesmiillanils.co.uk 


0121556 6888 
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GRIPPER & DOOR BARS 1 


+ FITTING ON ALL CARPETS 

When Purchased with Underlay 


FREE UPLIFTS AND MOVING 
OF FURNITURE 
OAP’S AND DISABLED ONLY 


Quality Anti-Slip 
Cushion Floor Half Price 

NOW ONLY 

£5h 97 sqm 


CLOUD 



RANGE OF 
UNDERLAYS 


CHECK THESE PRICES 
Stainfree Berber 
£3.99 sq m 

Bleach Cleanable Twist 
£4.77 sq m 
Heavy Saxony 
£9.55 sq m 
Ultimate luxury 


1000'S of 

END OP ROLLS 

AT SILLY PRICES 


FREE UPLIFTS 
AND MOVING 
OF FURNITURE 
OAP’S AND 
DISABLED 
ONLY 


lUSnUBNU NOW £4.77 sqmtre ■ P.da m t «s ' NOW £14.99 sq mtre I 


FITTING 


FREE ESTIMATES 
PLANNING 




-fVERY ON ALL 
TtD 


FT* AND MOVING OF 
FURNITURE 

FOR OlkFI OEMJf) fTDW— AMD 


UNIT 24.30 PARK LANE, WOLVERHAMPTON WV10 9JZ 



1 NOW £5.99 sq mire M STAINFREE BERBER NOW £4.99 sq mire | 


.• 

■FCvCvt- 

NOW £4.77 sq mtre I modern Berber NOW £4.99 sq mtrel 


OPEN 

HOURS: 

Monday to Saturday 

9am-5.30pm 

Sunday 

I0anv4pm 


We are 
here 
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Off All 

Bedroom 

Furniture 


Adam Corner Group 

Complete with storage space available in Black Red - Black White 


off all 


£100 suites 



We also have a larger selection of Beds, Tables 


and Bedroom Furniture at all our Branches 

6 JOHN STREET 
WILLENHALL, WV13 1PW 

Next to New Morrisons & Police Station 

TEL01902 632113 

V 9am-6pm MON-WED, 9am-6pm THUR-FRI ) \ 

V 9am-5pm SAT, 10am-4pm SUN J V 

240 WALSALL ROAD A 
CANNOCK WS11 OJL 
TEL:01543 503297 

9am-6pm MON-WED, 9am-6pm THUR-FRI 
9am-5pm SAT, 10am-4pm SUN J 

UNIT 3, LEAM0RE LANE 
BLOXWICH, WS2 7DQ 

By Frank Harrison 

TEL:01922 400911 

V 9.30am-5.30pm MON-SAT, 10am-4pm SUN 



MAJOR OAR PARK 




































thechronicle 


COMPETITION 

WIN SHOPPING WITH 

express 



T o celebrate the opening of the new Tesco Express store on Salters 
Road, Walsall Wood, The Walsall Chronicle has teamed up with 
Tesco to give FIVE lucky readers the chance to win £50 each in 
Tesco vouchers to spend in the new store! 

The new Tesco Express opened on January 14, when the store made a £500 
donation to Walsall’s Parkinson’s UK support group. Kath Wilkinson, Chair, and 
Barbara Brittain, Vice-Chairman, cut a ribbon to declare the new store officially 
open for business! 

With so much choice and convenience, your new Tesco Express is the perfect 
place to grab a sandwich or stock up on everyday essentials from a range of over 
2,500 products and get Clubcard points too! 

Enter this great competition and you could be stocking up on all your favourite 
products from Tesco. Choose from a range of fresh, chilled and frozen products, 
household items, daily essentials, newspapers and magazines. 

The new Tesco Express store is now open from 6am -11 pm, seven days a week, 
and has the added convenience of a free cash machine, bakery, two self-service 
tills and beers, wines and spirits. There is also car parking available for customers. 

To be in with a chance of being one of the FIVE lucky winners, simply send your 
answer to the question below, along with your name, address and telephone 
number, to us at *paper to fill in* by *paper to fill in* 

The first five correct entries drawn after the closing date will each receive a £50 
of Tesco gift card. To be in with a chance then answer the following question. 



Q: What is the famous Tesco motto? 

Send your answer on a postcard along with your name, address and daytime 
telephone number to 
The Walsall Chronicle, 

Tesco Vouchers Competition, 

51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton. 

WV1 1ES 

All entries must be received by no later than Friday February 3 2011. 

Winners will be required to take part in publicity. 

Usual competition terms and conditions apply and the editor’s decision is final. 


I^Blind Deals UK 


GOOD DEAL! 

«? 


up to 6m 
total width 


3 verticals - any fabric 


GREAT DEAL! 



up to 15m 
total width 


11 


Tverticals - any fabric 


BEST DEAL! 




I 


up to 7.5m 
total width 


(cnM safe verticals # ^ 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE MEASURE AND FITTING 


call 


free 08000 214266 


contact your local advisor to see our fabric range and other available deals 



BLIND 



B 

I0fl 

I 

& 
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S Plumbing & 

W Heating Services 

Local, Professional 
4s Heating Engineers 


WORCESTER 

Bosch Group 

Accredited Installer 



LPG Qualified 


FIRES 


FREE, 
Advice & Fitting o 
Measures All Blind 


We can quote for any 
make of Boiler£300 
Warm Front Vouchers 
now accepted 
5 Years Parts & Labour 
Warranty 

FREE no obligation quotes 
FREE System Power Flush on 
all Roller Installations 

(subject to survey) 


Bathroom Suites 


Fires ant! 


£ 


SERVICING, REPAIRS & 
REPLACEMENTS 


J 


also Special 

Reguirements 

including: 

• Easy Access 


> Rath Grab Rails 



Visit our showroom at 

8a Stringes Lane, 
WlLLENHALL WV1 3 1 LB 

Tel: 01902 609800 


Tel 01902 568736/07763 765785 

www.heatingthemidlands.co.uk 




feme baxi 


We accept credit cards 

| y Worcester 


5 


Walsall’s Premier Kitchen Facelift Company 

VA1 


17.5* 

(V 

IVe pay the difference) 

Members of Walsall TVader Register 
(Trading Standards) 


Choose from 1( 
styles and col 



Kitchen Lost It's Sparkle.. 
just change the doors 

• SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT 

• Doors... mode to measure 

• Additional Units... if required Made in Britan 

• Worktops... find your perfect style 

• Sinks and Taps... choose your style 

www.dreamdoorsltd.co.uk 


AS FtAWRCD ON 


as otu irvs 

r . - m 


I® 

MEMBER 





DREAM DOORS 


•»4S ■ 

4*848*0 



Check us out at www.checkatrade.com 


For j FKH broctiurr or k 
a no<£4qt*fmn turwry. ra 

Td No: 01922 4 

VmI our Shown nm 
14 B*4co n Buikiegs I f ttfi 
Aldridge, Walsall M 
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thechronicle 


snappers claim to frame 




Are you a snazzy snapper, a lord sharp and clear as possible and what the picture shows. ping, dig out those dusty old 

of the lens or diva of the digital must be of reasonable quality for Also we would like to hear about albums and send them to: Snap- 
print? Think you can do better than publication and of course feature any interesting tales or stories pers Claim to Frame, Walsall 

these pictures, if you can why not some area or aspect of Walsall and attached to the photograph. Send Chronicle, Queen Street, 

share your snaps of the borough? its life. Send them in with your, them in either as a hard copy or Wolverhampton. WV1 1ES or 

There is no limit on the age or the name, address and contact electronically and we will do the email them to walsallchroni- 

Woodland near the A5 close to the derelict hotel The Rising Sun. subject all we ask is that they be as number and a brief description of rest. So get those cameras snap- cle@expressandstar.co.uk. 



Frosted berries near Holland Park. A fox in the woods off Engine Lane. A worker wreaking the ice at Chasewater. 

Pictures which capture life in the borough 


This week’s pictures come from Mr Christopher Matthews of Brownhills who has been out 
and about in the borough with his camera capturing the sights of local life and wildlife. 



www.autumnleavesfurniture.co.uk 


Open in o lm** 

Monday Tueeday Thursday Fndary 
A Saturday lOom fipm 
Sunday 10am-4p*n 

Closed Wednesday 


Unit 1 Walsall road, Walsall wood 
Walsall WS9 9AH 
On the A461- 100yds from 
Barons court hotel 
Tel: 01922 454 454 


1 | I autumr 


autumn leaves 

furniture 


Sale Ends Soon! 


VtSA 

Electron 
























































etries • Tools • Bedding • Curtains • Blinds • Toys • Stationary * Car Products * Net Curtains and Much More!! 
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LOCAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE • SAME DAY TAKE AWAY • ALL STOCK BRAND NEW 

rv : :r. ; v^r\<rv? 


DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 


iiiii 


Albany Bunk Bed, Frame only 


\ Bolton Flat Screen TV Stand, Black | 

TWi Tm 


Candy Corner Sofa, Was £3 
riViTil 



/ 


LLfl 


t J±ral ■ 


Divan Sets fromu 
Single 
Double 
King Size 


Hudson Single Bed Frame 


Lincoln TV Unit, Black 

r i v • T • l 


I Mattresses froji 
I Single 
1 Double 
I King Size 


Milano 2+3 Seater Sofa, Was $MM 
Till WiTil 


Nina Sofa 2+3 Seater, Was £39M9 
TiTiWiTiI 


Nina Corner Sofa, Was $MM 
TiTiWiTiI 


Norton TV Stand, Black 


Prado Double Bed Frame 

; • V * I * 1 


Prado Single Bed Frame 

[•■•Pi 


Thomas Toddler Bed, Was E9M9 
TiWiTil 


Tuscany Sleigh Bed, Double Frame 


Prima Corner Sofa, Was M 


Bradford Street, Walsall, WS13QQ * NEW STORE in old Widdy’s Building * 
open 7 52fl Harrison Street, Bloxwich WS3 3HW 


• Toiletries • Tools • Bedding • Curtains * Blinds * Toys * Stationary * Car Products » Net Curtains and Much More!! 
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www.wmgaragedoors.co.uk 


Georgian style 

STEEL UP & 
OVER DOOR 

Secure, corrosion resistant 
garage doors, manufactured 
in Britain from premium grade 
galvanised steel, fully finished 
in white and complete with 
multi-point locking system. 




40% OFF 

+FREE FITTING 

ON FIRST 10 ORDERS 


Unique deep pressed 
panels giving a high 
level of panel detail 

Multi-stage anti-corrosion 
treatment 

S Special steel bracing to 
reinforce the panel without 
adding excessive weight 

</ Canopy lifting gear for 
effortless operation 

v' High security multi-point 
locking system 





:-n 








[ yi 

i ■—I 



















1 












Operating Gear available: 


View Showroom by appointment: 

Three Crowns Garden Centre 
Sutton Road, Walsall WS9 OQH 


0 Safe Lift Canopy & Retractable 


*Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. 


Tei: 01922 611253 

sales@wmgaragedoors.co.uk 
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Chance to win family tickets for the Disney On Ice show - Page 31 


Call US: 01922 627555 
Text us: 07799 882580 
Email us: enquiries@stepstowork.org 
Visit us: Challenge Building 
Hatherton Road 
Walsall. WS11XS 



Steps to Work 

WALSALL Limited 


Call US: 01922 627555 
Text us: 07799 882580 
Email us: enquiries@stepstowork.org 
Visit us: Challenge Building 
Hatherton Road 
Walsall. WS11XS 



Steps to Work 

WALSALL Limited 


Your NEW Walsall Town Centre 

B 'One Stop' Employment 
shop has arrived! 


Whether you're looking for a job or looking 
for new training, we are here to offer you 
free advice and guidance on all things work related. 



www.stepstowork.co.uk 


FREE support to all local residents; 

• Finding the right job or training course* 

• Creating a CV and interview preparation 

• Free confidential advice on benefits and 
other issues 

• Confidence building and one to one support 

• Back to work and financial incentives* 


1 One Stop' Employment shop 




Upper Forster St 
Littleton St E 

Littleton St E 






















Page 28 WALSALL CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 27 2011 



BIRMINGHAM 

METROPOLITAN 


CD 


O 

O 


shaping futures 


Apprenticeship 
vacancies 
available 


“Apprentices make things happen” 


85,000 employers have already 
taken on apprentices 


Birmingham Metropolitan College is currently recruiting for 
pre-apprenticeship and apprenticeship programmes. We 
are working with a wide pool of Midlands based employers 
who are actively looking to recruit young apprentices in: 


•Business Administration 
•Customer Service 
•Electrical Installation 
• Engineering (Mechanical) 


•Green Technologies 

• Health and Social Care 

* IT Users 

. 


V 


The College requires 15 Apprentices (one year 
contract, Salary £llk circa) to work at one of their 
campuses to support the curriculum teams. 


Students who are successful at interview/ 
assessment will initially be enrolled onto a 4 week 
full time pre-apprenticeship programme before 
being considered for the full apprenticeship. 




The College is currently working in 
partnership with a Midlands based 
employer who is looking to recruit 220 
new Engineering Apprentices to start their : 
programmes in March/April 2011. 



0121362 1125 

email: training@bmetc.ac.uk 
www.bmetc.ac.uk 



Sutton Coldfield Campus 


Matthew Boulton Campus 


. 

James Watt Campus 

mm 


Castle Vale Skills Centre 


-t 

0 


Erdington Skills Centre 
The Language Centre 




ior< oppor unities / or fecili ies / more exper ise 



New Year, 


New Start 


New You 


Come to 


Walsall Adult and 
Community College 

Call our hotline now for information on 
exciting short courses to boost your 
confidence and skills in the job market: 

01922 654510 


Courses will be fun, informative and informal and include: 

Write a great CV and learn to job-search online 
Deliver a great interview: Top Tips 
Look and feel good at your interview 
Introduce web design for your business ideas 
And many more... 

Courses will be for 5 weeks, 2 hours a week from February 28th 
and you'll have a chance to have coffee and network too. 

When you call we'll book you in for an information session and a 
chance to meet your tutor and gather all the information you need. 

Places are limited so don't miss out! Call now. 

Courses will take place at our Hawbush Centre, Leamore, Walsall 
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LS'ALI 



Just a small selection of 

Walsall businesses that are winning against the odds, & 
prevailing in this current economic climate. Make the most of this brief 
introduction and back some of your local businesses. 

I Memorial Masons [Carpets-Any Quote Beaten [ Blinds 



The Courtyard 
1 Riley Street 
Willenhall 
WV13 1RH 

01902 604201 


Why not beat the rising cost of cremation plots in 
cemeteries with our garden container memorials. 

WHEREVER YOU MOVE TO, 
MOVE IT WITH YOU. 





Cemetery Memorials 
Pet Memorials 
House & Wall Plaques 
Garden Memorials 
Memorial Insurance 


HALF 

PRICE 

Re-Guilds 


(darpets, Seds dj? Suites at 

Wiled 

•10<Ks of Carpets 
in Stock 

FREE QUOTATION 


FREE FITTING oCt^n 


•3 Piece Suites in stock 

from £299 

We Uplift and Remove 
Old Carpet 




W/lcox< 


75 Stafford Street Walsall WS2 8DV 

Tel: 01922 626725 



• No obligation 
home visits 

• Fast delivery 

• Professional 
fitting 

Storm House, Premier Business Park, 
Long Street, Walsall WS2 9DY 
Tel: 01922 721972 
Fax; 01922 647666 


[ Fencing [ Personal Injury [ Car Bodywork Repairs 



Freephone 0500 50 60 41 or 01922 712 184 
www.bloxwichfencingwalsall.co.uk 

Fitting Service - Old Fencing Removed - Reg Waste Carrier 

PLEASE LOOK BEFORE YOU BUY - QUALITY FIRST 
FOR ALL YOUR FENCING REQUIREMENTS 
DIY OR TRADE 

Established 18 years 

FREE QUOTES - CONCRETE POSTS 
GRAVEL BOARDS - FENCE PANELS - ETC ETC 
MEMBER OF WALSALL TRADER REGISTER 

SHOWROOM OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 

ALL AREAS COVERED 

Ask for Sam 

Bloxwich Business Park, Fryers Road, Bloxwich WS2 7LZ 


|» H 


FIRST STOP 

ACCIDENT MANAGEMENT 


24/7 assistance 
with no obligation 


TOTAL NON-FAULT ACCIDENT MANAGEMENT 

Compensation for Personal Injury 

(you can claim for accidents within the last 3 years) 





'Slip and Trips* Work Related Incidents 
1 Medical Negligence* Industrial Diseases .f 


* Public liability * Road Traffic Accidents SBj 

STRICTLY NO FEES 

To Assess Your Claim At No Obligation To YOU ■ 

FREEPHONE now on 0800 587 4520 

(24 hours a day ■ 7 days a week) and one of our friendly experienced representatives will be happy to assist 


✓ Vandal scratches /Mobile phone holes 

✓ Bumper scuffs /Alloy wheels 

✓ Stone chips /Only the damaged 

/ Dents area is re P aire( l 

/Cigarette burns / Fully Guaranteed | 

A 



01922625606/ 

07973531952 


L riMVi 1HI fivldilil Daniil 


07903771755/ 
0800 2981155 

for further details 


After 

MOBILE REPAIRS 

We come to you! 


fmm 


For more information why not visit our website■ 

www.chipsaway.co.uk 


Bathrooms [ Residential Lettings [ Electrical 



BATHR 



(MIElDQiipillJlJ 

GOPHIDS 

Unit 5, Old Hall Ind. Est, 
Revival Street, 

(on the GT Leisure Bowl side) 

Bloxwich, Walsall WS3 3HJ 

Call Steve on: 

07738 717 931 
or 01922 712233 


JHOOTS 

Residential Lettings 


43/45 Church Street 
Darlaston, WS10 8DU 

0121 568 7896 

lets.enquiries@jhoots.co.uk 
www.jhoots.co.uk 




OIJNN’ 

ELECTRICi 
PLUMBING MERCHANTS 

New Store 
Now Open! 

Trade and Retail Welcome! 

Unit 6, Walsall Enterprise Park, 3 Regal Drive, Walsall 
(off Wednesbury Road) WS29HQ 

01922644822/01922610909 


Now ordering cun-line.. 

www.sun nyelectrical 






■Bf 
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Join our Growing 
Band of Happy 
Customers 

See our testimonials on 
www.bloxwichwindows.co.uk 

Freephone 
0800 1079209 
or 01922 400074 

certass 0 


A RATED ENERGY SAVING WINDOWS 
AND COMPOSITE, FRENCH AND 
PATIO DOORS FITTED AS STANDARD 


No Salesman Or 
Middlemen Saving You 
££££££ 


CONDENSATION, BROKEN 
DOUBLE GLAZING? FAULTY UPVC 
DOOR LOCKS 



Double glazing engineers serving Walsall 
and surrounding areas for over 15 years 


Insurance Backed 10 Year Guarantee. Certass Registered 



4(0; QKJ 


V ILTT© 





West Midlands, WV13 

Mob: 07753 814007 

Tel: 01902 635444 www.handbjoinery.co.uk 

Showroom open: Mon/Tues/Wed/Fri 9.30am - 4pm Thurs, Closed, Sat 9.30 - 3pr 



Keep gardening diary 
of success and failure 



French beans Sultana proved popular with family and friends 


A NEW year brings new beginnings 
in all our lives and especially in our 
gardens. 

It’s time to take stock of last year to see 
what went well and learn what we can do 
better this season. 

I’m full of optimism for 2011, writes 
John Clowes. The positive uplift that gar¬ 
dening provides, together with the benefit 
of regular exercise, will see me investing 
more time in the garden and on the allot¬ 
ment. 

Hopefully all families will be doing the 
same - especially if there are children to 
teach. Keeping notes of successes and 
failures provides good pointers for better 
results this year. 

My successes include a great crop of 
carrots that had little damage from carrot 
root fly. This proves that 1 m walls of clear 
plastic do prevent the flying females from 
laying their eggs and ruining my carrot 
crop. 

Just four plants of yellow courgettes 
(T&M FI Hybrid ‘Soleil’) weren’t prolific 
enough for the kitchen and I must grow two 
or three green ones to boost total yields. 

Stringless 

They were completely unaffected by 
mildew, but perhaps they needed some 
extra feeding with Miracle-Gro Fruit & Veg¬ 
etable Plant Food. 

My climbing French beans, Sultana, 
proved worth their weight in gold. They 
cropped well during the warm weather of 
June and July producing mountains of 
long, tender and stringless pencil-podded 
beans. 

Only by the end of August were the pink- 
flowered runner beans Celebration produc¬ 
ing anything like the same amount. 

Family and neighbours agreed the 
French beans were the best they had 
tasted. They are on my seed list again this 
year, as will be butternut squash Cobnut 
that produced good winter squash that 
ripened and stored well. 


Japanese anemones make a great flower 
display in the autumn, but standard vari¬ 
eties grow to quite a size that is too big for 
most narrow flower beds. That’s why the 
compact variety Pretty Lady Diana’was a 
great addition in my garden. So too was 
Thompson & Morgan’s first-ever red rud- 
beckia, Cherry Brandy. 

Shrub discovery of 2010 was 
Loropetalum chinense Fire Dance. This rel¬ 
ative of the witch hazel is evergreen with 
plenty of small heart-shaped leaves plum 
red in colour that carry along its stems 
deep pink spidery flowers. It seems to 
bloom all summer through from March to 
October, although the textbooks will tell 
you it produces most blooms in spring. The 
books will also say it will grow to 1 - 2m 
tall, although my plant is spreading out¬ 
wards, rather than upwards, and makes a 
wonderful ground-hugging display. 

And on to the reverse side of the garden¬ 


ing coin - here are some of the ‘not so 
good’ results from 2010. All my sowings of 
rocket leaves were affected badly by flea 
beetle that drilled holes into every leaf, 
making all unsuitable for the salad bowl. 
Next year I will try to grow undamaged 
leaves in pots on the patio using Miracle- 
Gro All Purpose Compost. 

Purple sprouting broccoli this year was 
disappointing as the pigeons ate more of 
the crop than the family. That’s because 
the netting has developed holes over the 
years and must be replaced. Pests must be 
excluded totally if you are to get a half 
decent crop. 

n Text and photographs supplied Scotts 
Miracle-Gro Company. Always read the 
label and use pesticides safely. BugClear ™ 
Ultra for Pots and BugClear ™ Ultra Gun! 
contain acetamiprid. 


SUDDZ SUPER SAVER STOCK CLEARANCE 


Corsica Basin & Corsica WC 


i 


was £697.00 
Now £293.47 


Picture for illus ation purposes only 



Was 


£720 Now £259 


c ^yddz^^j 


Connection WC, Connection Basin 


was £687.00 
Now £289.00 



Was £76f 

Now £190 


Picture for illustration purposes only 


800mm Single DooyfluadranUr-e XC . tra)/ 


i 


Was t^*37 

now £196 


3D Design Service 


Complete Installation 
Service 

FREE on site quotes 

‘Many customer testimonial letters in store’ 


HUGE STOCK CLEARANCE 

upt0 75% OFF 


athnooms^ 

Showers, Spa's &. Swimming Rools Ltd 


Smarts Business Park, Chase Road, Brownhills WS8 6JN 


Open: Mon-Fri 9-5pm Saturdays 9-4pm 
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Relive those Disney 
memories - for free 


IN an original story, 
Disney On Ice presents a 
Disneyland Adventure invit¬ 
ing audiences to re-live 
their fondest Disneyland 
memories, as they join 
favourite characters and 
classic villains on a colour¬ 
ful and exciting vacation to 
the theme park. 

It runs at Birmingham’s LG 
Arena from February 23-27 
and the organisers have 
teamed up with the Chroni¬ 



cles to offer eight readers the 
chance to win a family ticket 
(four tickets that can be used 
for adults or adults and chil¬ 
dren). The tickets are for the 
opening night of Wednesday, 
February 23. 

The show features an 
array of favourite Disney 
characters, including Mickey 
Mouse, Minnie Mouse, 
Donald, Goofy, Pluto, Baloo, 
Disney Princesses Snow 
White and Cinderella, Stitch, 
Disney/Pixar’s The Incredi- 
bles and Buzz Lightyear. 

Popular 

In this spectacular produc¬ 
tion, the “Fabs” —Mickey, 
Minnie, Donald, Daisy, Goofy 
and Pluto - decide to take a 
vacation of their own and 
enjoy Disney’s most popular 
theme park attractions. 

Donald and Goofy attempt 
to join in the fun, resulting in 
a series of comical mishaps. 
But it’s no laughing matter 
when the evil fairy Maleficent 


The witch, from 
Sleeping Beauty, 
out to cause 
trouble as usual 


shows up to spoil the fun, 
and Mickey must enlist The 
Incredibles to help save the 
day! 

Tickets are available now 
through www.theticketfac- 
tory.com and priced at £13- 
£35 plus booking and trans¬ 
action fees. Call the ticket 
hotline now on 0844 338 
8000. 

• To stand a chance of 
winning a family ticket simply 
answer the following ques¬ 
tion. 

What is the name of the 

evil fairy? 

Send your answer on a 
postcard with your name, 
address and daytime contact 
number to Disney Competi¬ 
tion, Chronicles (editorial), 
51-53 Queen Street, Wolver¬ 
hampton, WV1 1ES. Closing 
date: Thursday, February 4. 
Usual rules apply. Editor’s 
decision is final. 





Toy Story’s Buzz Lightyear 


/ \ ™ 




r Imt i 


Baloo the 
Bear from 
Jungle Book is 
surrounded by 
pesky monkeys 




PLUMBING SUPPLIES LTD 


Boilers, Radiators, Baths, Showers, Controls, Valves, Thermostats, 
Pipe Fittings, Speed Fit Accessories, Pumps, Plastic & Copper Tube 
Fittings Showers, Cubicles, Bathroom Suites (coloured suites available) 


Unit 5, Woodlands Parade, Wood Lane, Willenhall WV125ND 
Telephone: 01922 711744 Email: djnplumbingsupplies@hotmail.co.uk 
Open 6 days Mon-Sat Mon-Fri 7.30 am-6.00 pm Sat 8.00 am-3.00 pm 



SALE! 

BUNDS ATetfll PRICES! 

3 CHILD SAFE CRQ 

VERTICAL BLINDS JLU9 

5 CHILD SAFE OQQ 

VERTICAL BLINDS £99 


CHOICE OF FABRICS AVAILABLE 
INCLUDING WHITES & CREAMS 




fISIT OUR SHOWROOM 

-AI\lYf}LTNL>° 

Unit 12 Old Hall Ind. Est., Revival St., Bloxwich WS3 3HJ 


(Entrance off Field Road) 

SIZE RESTRICTIONS APPLY, PRICES ARE SUPPLY ONLY, FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE 


Shugborough 

Hall 

Bridal Fayre 

6th February 2011 
11am - 4pm 

“Fashion Shows” 
“Demonstrations” 
“Live Entertainment” 

Join us for a day out at 
Shugborough 
Small admission 
www.staffordshirebridalfayres.co.uk 



Telephone Number: 01543 450266 
Booking Office: 0845 459 8900 

Shugborough Hall, Shugborough, 
Stafford, ST17 0XB 
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Shakespeare for kids - page 35 


The sound of Jason - page 40 


Micky’s new 
date - page 40 


Alexandra’s concert 


is late Valentine gift 


Scarlett Strallen and Gareth Gates in concert 

Romance in air with 
Gareth and Scarlett 


TWO stars of musical theatre 
join forces for a romantic 
Valentine’s night concert in 
Birmingham. 

Gareth Gates and Scarlett 
Strallen will appear together in 
Valentine’s at The Musicals at 
the Symphony Hall on February 
14. 

The runner-up in the original 
Pop Idol TV contest, Gareth 
Gates has gone on to carve 
himself a career in the West 
End, playing the lead role in 
Joseph and the Amazing Tech¬ 
nicolor Dreamcoat and as 


Marius in last year’s touring 
25th anniversary production of 
Les Miserables. 

Scarlett Strallen played Mary 
Poppins in the West End and 
on Broadway. 

The concert will feature such 
love songs from the shows as 
My Funny Valentine, Can You 
Feel The Love Tonight and 
Can’t Take My Eyes Off You. 

Tickets are priced from 
£12.50 to £36.50, available on 
0121 780 3333 or from the 
www.thsh.co.uk website. 


G lamorous singer 
Alexandra Burke is 
promising a Valen¬ 
tine’s treat just a day late for 
fans with a spectacular 
show at Wolverhampton 
Civic Hall on February 15 as 
part of her All Night Long 
UK tour. 

Having won the fifth series of 
The X Factor, Alexandra, right, 
released her debut album Over¬ 
come in 2009. 

The album went straight to 
Number One in the UK and has 
born four huge chart hits including 
All Night Long, Broken Heel 
and two number one singles 
Hallelujah and Bad Boys fea¬ 
turing Flo Rida. 

The album has already sold 
in excess of 600,000 copies in 
the UK alone, already making 
it double platinum selling 
Her success doesn’t stop 
there. 

Having been nominated for 
a BRIT Award for Best British 
Single in 2009 and 2010, she 
picked up the coveted 
Glamour Women of the Year 
Award for Best Newcomer in 
2010. 

After ruling the air¬ 
waves for weeks with 
her last Top Five hit 
single, Alexandra has 
just delivered her new 
song, Start Without 
You, which fuses tradi¬ 
tional reggae influ¬ 
ences with dancehall 
beats and power- 
pop melodies. 

Tickets fOor her 
concert cost £27.50, 
and are available on 
0870 320 7000 or 
online at www.wol 
vescivic. co.uk 


YOUR EIGHT-PAGE 
ENTERTAINMENT 
GUIDE AND WEEK’S 
TV VIEWING 


& A 








V 




V 


TORQUAY AND THE 
EDEN PROJECT 


Mon 4th Apr 
to Fri 8th Apr 


With its palm-lined promenades, international marina and stunning bays, 
Torquay is one of Britain’s most stylish resorts. The Cavendish Hotel 
is situated close to the beach and boasts two swimming pools, 
games room, sauna and entertainment. 

Our first excursion takes us to the Eden Project, a global garden 
often described as the Eighth Wonder of the World. 

Our second excursion goes first to Brixham, a fishing port of 
steep narrow streets, before we call at Paignton, 
with its bustling pier. 

ALL HOLIDAYS ARE FULLY BONDED. 

Call 08448 11 11 26 

(Landline calls charged at local rates, mobile phone charges 

www.justgoholidays.com 

Formerly known as the COACHJHOUDAYj 




■ 2 FREE excursions 
' Leisure facilities 

■ Same seat, coach and 
driver throughout 

■ Return coach travel from 

WALSALL 


TOUR REF: 702183 


BABBACOMBE 



mm 


★Central location ★Entertainment ★Car Park 

mm. 

3 nights dinner, 
bed & breakfast 

FRI 25 FEB 
11, 18, 25 MAR 
15, 22 APR 


MON 21, 28 FEB 
7,14, 21, 28 MAt 
11,18, 25 APR 



LLANDUDNO 


Seafront Grand Hotel 

★Famous hotel on the pier! ★Entertainment ★Lift 



' 01246 224411 J ?;“ 

www.travelstyletours.co.uk special offers! 


0vERI00UKH0TEL^FR0M¥20PERNIGHTHALFB0ARDBH[)YERT0TrUKTl0TE12TRQMfczu rtK nigh i 

CALL FOR YOUR FREE SELF DRIVE BROCHURE M CALL FOR YOUR FREE SELF DRIVE BROCHURE 





Children’s Fun & Fitness 


-K 


Tuesday 

10.15am 
11.00am 
2.00pm 
4.00pm 


11.00am Steps Kids/Toddlers 
11.45am Steps Babies (6-15 months) 
2.45pm Steps Kids (3 - 5 years) 
5.00pm Steps Kids (5 - 7 years) 

Walsall Wood Methodist Church, 
Lichfield Road, Walsall Wood, WS9 9NP 


Saturday 

9.30am 

10.30am 

11.30am 


Thursday 


1.30pm 
3.45pm 
4.45pm 

Friday 


9.30am 

10.15am 

11.00am 

11.45am 

2.00pm 

3.45pm 


10.15am Steps Kids/Toddlers 
11.30am Steps Club 
1.00pm Steps Crew (8-11 years) 


1st Pelsall Scouts & Guides HQ, 
Clarendon Place, Pelsall, WS3 4NL 


2.15pm Steps Kids/Toddlers 

4.45pm Steps Club 

5.45pm Steps Club 



10.15am Steps Toddlers 
11.00am Steps Kids 
11.45am Steps Babies 
12.30pm Steps Toddlers 
n K- steps Kjds 
Steps Crew 


2.45pm 

5.15pm 




1st Lichfield St Chads Scouts Group, 

8 The Leasowe, Lichfield, WS13 7HH 

Phone Thao on 078252 16496 

Email: stepsgympelsall@yahoo. co. uk 



‘AS SEEN ON BBC’S EVERY MAN’ 
An evening of 
CLAIRVOYANCE 

with Spiritualist Medium 
Stephen Holbrook at the 
The Ramada Hotel Plas des Legends Suite 
Bridge St Cannock WS11 ODQ 

Tuesday 8th February 

All seats must be reserved due to 
previous sell-out 

Doors open at 7.00 pm - 7.30 pm start 
Tickets £16 

Telephone Box Office: 01924 256542 

or alternatively pay on the door 


The famous! 

BESC0T SUNDAY MARKE 
WALSALL FOOTBALL CLU 

NEW large Junction 9 ■ MS I/YS14SA 

t FREE CAR park! Is Open HRY SUNDAY 9m ■ 3.00 
; now open jel:01384 877333or 07883 07K 
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Unit 1-3 Rolling Mill Business Park, Rolling Mill Street, Walsall, West Midlands, WS2 9EQ. Free Car Park at Front Opposite Jewson Building Merchants Car Park 
Mon-Thurs: 9.30am-6pm Fri: 9.30am-12.30pm & 2.30pm-7pm Sat: 10am-6pm Sun: Closed 



stock items 

Order before 2pm, Mon to Thur for next-working day delivery. 

custom built PCs & special orders i 

Dispatched within 2 working days of order. 

Next-Working Day Delivery 


we will be OPEN on 
Sun 12th December 
—>Sun 19th December 
between 11am & 4pm 


COMPLETE 


HOME WINDOWS 8 7 

& HOME PREMIUM 

OFFICE BASE UNIT 


1 18.5" LED SPEAKERS KEYBOARD 
i MONITOR & MOOSE 


now only £15 .99 


Asus 10"EEE PC 1008HA Seashell Black Netbook Laptop 


PC 

PACKAGE 



Intel Atom N280 1.66GHz 

32-Bit Technology 


160GB S-ATA HDD 


1GB DDR2 SO-DIMM RAM 


10.1" LED Backlight WSVGA Screen (1024x600) 

with Color-Shine (Glare-type) 


2 x USB 2.0 Ports 


Built-in 2-in-1 (MMC/SD) Card Reader 


1.3 Megapixel Web Camera 


Microsoft Windows XP Home 


12 Months Warranty 


Zi-MM 'AMD 403' AM3 Gaming Base Unit 


* 


a 



AMD Athlon IIX4 640 (3.00GHz x 4) Socket AM3 

64-Bit Technology 


500GB SATA2 300 7200RPM 


4GB DDR3 1333MHz RAM 


Sapphire HD 6850 1GB GDDR5 PCI-E2.0 Graphics 

Dual DVI, HDMI, Mini Display-Port 


22x DVD±RW Dual Layer 


7.1 CH HD Audio with Content Protection 


4 x Front USB Ports / 4 x Rear USB Ports 


Broadband Ready 

Gigabit Ethernet LAN 


Antec Dark Fleet DF-35 Case 650W Gaming PSU 
12 Months Warranty 


,£209 


Zi-MM 'AMD 205'AM3 DDR3 Dual-Core Base Unit 


/4TI 


Zi-MM Intel 20V Dual-Core Base Unit 


a 



AMD Athlon IIX4 640 (3.0GHz x 4) Socket AM3 

64-Bit Dual-Core Technology 


500GB SATA2 300 7200RPM 


2GB DDR3 1333MHz RAM 


ATi Radeon HD4250 Graphics 

VGA/DVI-D/HDMI 

1 x Optical S/PDIF, 2-Way CrossFire Support 


22xDVD±RW 

Dual Layer 


2 x Front USB Ports / 6 x Rear USB Ports 

Broadband Ready 

Gigabit Ethernet LAN 

12 Months Warranty 

Xigmatek Asgard Chassis with 12cm Fan 


Upgradeable to 16GB of RAM 



Intel Core i3 550 (3.20GHz x 2) Socket 1156 

64-Bit Dual-Core Technology 


500GB SATA2 300 7200RPM 


4GB DDR3 1333MHz RAM 


Intel Graphics Technology 

VGA, DVI, HDMI, DisplayPort 


2 x PCI Express 2.0 xl 6 


22x DVD±RW 

Dual Layer 


2 x Front USB Ports / 6 x Rear USB Ports 


Broadband Ready 

Gigabit Ethernet LAN 


12 Months Warranty 


AMD Dual-Core 

Base Units 


AMD£I 


from only 


£199 


Supports i5 &i7(l 156) 


Sapphire 

HD6850 

1GB/DDR5/PCI-E2.0 

Graphics Card 



now only 


£159.99 


Trust 

SoundForce 

2.1 Pro Quicksilver 

Speakers 



now only 


£23.50 


I#' I I „ 

UPGRADES ALSO AVAILABLE FOR YOUR EXISTING SYSTEMS • ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT 

ALL PRODUCTS ARE RETAIL BOXED UNLESS STATED OTERWISE/ALL PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF PRINT - SUBJECT TO CHANGE/PICTURES FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES ONLY/E&OE 



Zi-MM 'AMD 201' AM3 Dual-Core Base Unit 



AMD Athlon IIX2 250 (3.00GHz x 2) Socket AM3 

64-Bit Dual-Core Technology 


500GB SATA2 300 7200RPM 


2GB DDR3 1333MHz RAM 


ATi 3000 Graphics 

HDMI / 7.1 Sound / Supports up to 16GB DDR3 RAM 


22x DVD±RW SATA (OEM) 

Dual Layer 


2 x Front USB Ports / 6 x Rear USB Ports 


Broadband Ready 

Gigabit Ethernet LAN 


12 Months Warranty 


Octigen Mini Case MA-1199 300W PSU 


Supports HDMI/Upgradeable to 16GB of RAM 
Contains PCI Express 2.0 Graphics Port 


wonly £599 


,£225 


MSI CR620-643UK Notebook Laptop 


* 


§03*^3 | D| J j] 

rfl 


Intel Core i3-370M 2.4GHz 

64-Bit Dual-Core Technology 



320GB Hard Drive 


3GB DDR3RAM 


Intel HD Graphics 


15.6" 1366x768 Gloss 


DVD±RW 

Super-Multi 


2xSODIMM 


WebCam 


Memory Card Reader 


Wi-Fi B/G/N 


Microsoft Windows 7 Home Premium (64-Bit) 


12 Months Warranty 


,£299 


,£449 



Inks I CD's 

Epson Compatible 711-714 I 50 Pack 


Inks 

Epson Compatible 801 -806 
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the pullse 


Company’s dream to 
get kids into the Bard 


What a Showstopper! 


A HINT of summer comes to a 
Wolverhampton winter when 
Shakespeare4kidz present their 
children-friendly version of the Bard’s 
tale of fairies, romance and transforma¬ 
tion, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, at 
the city’s Grand Theatre. 

On Tuesday and Wednesday (February 1 
and 2) the company aims to make the 
classic works accessible to a modern young 
audience and prove that Shakespeare is far 
from boring with a combination of humour, 
song and modern language alongside great 
lines from the original text. 

Traditionalists may not approve but 
according to S4K producer and director 
Julian Chenery: “Just as the film Oliver! did 
for Dickens, we are trying to make Shake¬ 
speare’s language more understandable 
and use the musical theatre-style structure 
but without losing the authenticity of the nar¬ 
rative. 

“We are making it more appealing without 
dumbing-down. We are putting on a differ- 


WITH perfect timing, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s Arena Theatre features hit Edin¬ 
burgh Festival improv-musical show 
Showstopper! which has this month 
made the transition into a BBC Radio 
4 series and is fast becoming a regular 
visitor to London’s West End. The all¬ 
singing, all-dancing cast take sugges¬ 
tions from the audience for the theme 
and plot of the musical... and create 
it on the spot! It is performed at the 
Wulfruna Street university-linked 
venue tonight (Friday) at 8pm. 


ent type of theatrical production and then, 
as the children’s vocabulary matures, they 
can go and see more classical productions 
and enjoy them too.” 

In Dream, human folk roaming the forest 
become the unknowing pawns in a battle 
between the jealous king and queen of fairy¬ 
land, who make an ass of the unfortunate 


amateur actor Bottom. Performances are at 
1.30pm and 7.30pm on Tuesday and at 
11am and 1.30pm on Wednesday. 

Comedy and music rules at the Grand 
next weekend with the Magic of Motown 
show presenting music from the legendary 
American soul music record label on Satur¬ 
day, February 5 (5 and 8pm). 

Then the Circus Hilarious crew bring their 
slapstick hilarity featuring modern clown 
Danny Adams on Sunday, February 6 (1.30 
and 6pm). 

Members of the Birmingham Royal Ballet 
move across the city centre from their home 
venue at Birmingham Hippodrome to the 
Symphony Hall for an evening of Music and 
Dance presented by the company’s director 
David Bintley on Friday, February 4. 

The show is the last hurrah of the 
company’s 20th anniversary year in the city 
and will include highlights from the BRB’s 
repertoire, including the much-loved 
Hobson’s Choice and La Fille mal Gardee. 

Birmingham Rep’s first off-site production 
is Kenny Baraka’s musical post-apocalyptic 
tale The Rememberers, 
the one-hour tale of a 
teenager who holds the 
key to mankind’s future. 

It will be held in a ware¬ 
house at the AE Harris 
Building in Birmingham’s 
Jewellery Quarter from 
February 4 to 19. 

Contact the box office 
on 0121 236 4455. 

There is a Polish 
comedy night at The Cres¬ 
cent Theatre in Birming¬ 
ham tonight (Thursday) 
featuring surreal comedy 
group Lowcy B. 

Circus of Horrors bring 
their modern day freak 
show to Birmingham’s 
New Alexandra Theatre 
on February 8. 

The show is for over 16s 
only. 


Reviews 


Cinema: Tangled (PG) 

DISNEY’S 50th animated feature, Tangled, sees a 
return to the studio’s fairy tale roots with a retelling 
of the story of Rapunzel, the girl with long golden 
hair locked away in a tall tower lost in a forest. 

And when I say long, I mean looooooong. In this 
snazzy reboot of a Brothers Grimm classic, 
Rapunzel can lasso, abseil and swing around 
using her lengthy, luxurious, locks. 

The effects are given an extra oomph by being 
delivered in 3D. The effect is really impressive in an 
action scene at a collapsing dam and in another 
when thousands of sky lanterns are released over 
a spectacular castle. 

There is a handsome and witty leading man, 
charming rogue Flynn Rider (voiced by Zachary 
Levi), a cute chameleon sidekick called Pascal and 
a bolshie stallion called Maximus. 

The animation is, as you would expect, top- 
notch. Disney has created a feisty new princess in 
Rapunzel (voiced by Mandy Moore), who is held 
captive by an evil mother figure. She’s actually a 
witch who kidnapped her from the royal palace - 
determined to keep the secret of eternal youth and 
healing locked in Rapunzel’s glowing tresses. 

There’s even an interesting ‘mother-daughter 
struggle’ subtext in her relationship with her 
captor, who, incidentally, looks rather like Carol 
Vorderman. 

And there is plenty of comedy and action to keep 
boys entertained too. Tangled is a treat for all the 
family. It opens at cinemas today (Thursday). 

Leon Burakowski 

Stephen K Amos, Civic Hall, Wolverhampton 

TECHNOLOGY old and new was among the topics 
tackled by comics Seann Walsh and Stephen K 
Amos at the Civic Hall. 

Zany Brighton-based funnyman Walsh kicked 
off the night and provided hearty warm-up for the 
main event ahead. His efforts as support act have 
earned him his own headline tour, and he plays at 
the Civic again on October 18. 

Amos’s tour is labelled ‘the best medicine’ with 
the aim of getting people to laugh at themselves or 
in adversity - and he didn’t disappoint. Having 
been upgraded from the smaller Wulfrun Hall, the 
Civic attendance was somewhat lower than 
expected. But from the off, the comedian enjoyed 
a terrific rapport with those in the audience, quick- 
wittedly brushing aside a heckle for having the 
wrong Wolverhampton accent. 

A little of his material had been heard before, but 
was still cleverly delivered, with his list of topics 
ranging from his family life, his diary entries from 
the age of 13 and touring, particularly in Australia. 
And he found a ‘target’ with an Antipodean gent 
among the crowd. 

After more than an hour of stand-up, Amos was 
willing to meet and greet his fans in the foyer, 
happily signing autographs. 

Mark Shipp 



P DEPARTING PROM YOUR LOCAL ■■B 
1 WFST MIDLANDS DEPARTURE POINT | DAYS 

G 2 

WAS 

NOW 

MON 21 FEB WESTON, SAND BAY (adults only) 

5 


£159.95 

MON 21 FEB BRIGHTON royalalbion hotel 

5 


£149.95 

MON 21 FEB FOLKESTONE &OSTEND 

5 

Psr 

£119.95 

MON 21 FEB LLANDUDNO chatsworthhotel 

5 

iusftnr 

£139.95 


FRI25 FEB BABBAC0MBE ashley rise hotel 4 SM€ £89.95 


NEW BOOKINGS ONLY. NO FURTHER DISCOUNTS APPLY 



AUSTRIAN TYROL 


Includes IN AUSTRIA 

• Four free coach trips 

• Admission to Krimml 
Waterfalls 

• Free Bar (conds apply) 

• Three course 
evening meal 

• Packed lunch on 

• Buffet breakfast 



^VfGrand National ★Edinburgh Tattoo 
p ^rFairford/Waddington/Windermere/Southport Airshows 
| ★Ideal Homes Show ★Titanic Exhibition ★Take That Concert 
★Chelsea & Hampton Court Flower Shows ★Royal Wedding 
★Ideal Homes ★Llandudno Extravaganza... and many more! 


*1/5 DAUS BU COACH 


★Blackpool ★Scarborough ★Weston ★Ilfracombe 
★Torquay ★Paignton ★Eastbourne ★Folkestone 
★Isle of Wight ★Tenby ★Weymouth 
★Scotland ★lynemouth ★Lake District 
★Skegness ★Yarmouth ★Mystery 
Pricebuster... plus many more 



FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE OR TO BOOK CALL 

01246 224411 

or visit www.travelstyletours.co.uk 




Rock 'n' 
Roll 

Paradise 


Brings to life 
the giants of 
the rock 'n' 
roll years 


The Kilkennys Present Fine Girl Ye Are 



Friday 1 1th February • 7.30 pm 
Tickets £15 


Tuesday 22nd February • 7.30 pm 
Tickets £15 


Great American Soulbook 


The Manfreds 


"Starring 
Ben E King & 

Gary Us Bonds" £ 1 

ft Si 


Tuesday 8th March • 7.30 pm 
Tickets £20 


9t 



Thursday 10th March • 7.30 pm 
Tickets £1 8.50 


Prince of Wales Centre, Cannock Tel:01543 578762 


www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk/ princeofwales 



V 

5th 

DOUBLE BILL 
Amy Winehouse & 
l Lady Gaga a 

by Nicola Marie 

(Free entry, strictly 
by ticket invite only, 

H see bar staff) 


H29th Jan 

v Simply 

' | Mick 

' (Free entry, strictly 

V by ticket invite 1 

nnlv. see bar staff) 


26th 

Robbie 

Williams 

Tony Lewis 
as seen on 




LOUNGE 


Feb 

7 19th 

Beyond Buble 

James Williams a 

K as seen on the M 
■ X Factor 1 


Ian 


Bed 


vm April 1 
9th 

Elvis 

Kevin Paul as 
. on GMTV 
|| ‘Search 
■ for Elvis’ 


12th 

George Michael 

Wayne Dilks 
N as seen on ^ 
Stars in 

Their Eyes ■ 


f April 1 
23rd 

That’s 

Life 

Take That 
Tribute 


THURSDAY 

DARTS 

CASH PRIZES 


♦ 


SKVlSPORTsl 442 BAR & LOUNGE 


Noose Lane, Willenhall WV13 3BB 


Telephone: 01902 219208 www.442bar.com 
enquiries@442bar.com 

Function room available, Sky Sports and ESPN, all live matches shown on multi screen 
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the pujse 


Saturday TV 



THE TUDORS 

{BBC2, 9.45a t^. 
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FOR YOUR GO 

Chatwin Jewellers 


Pride ourselves in always paying the highest prices... 
Currently paying 

£800 foKtfull Krugerrands 

£185 lor full Sovereigns 


Gold 1 


for Half Sovereigns 

i paid as of 24/01/2011 

id Set & Gold Jewellery 


Established 30 Years 


.. 7 Camock Shopping Centre, Cannock 

Jewellers Telephone: 01543 468211 
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Tailor-made products 
and services for the 
over 50s 


• Home Insurance 

• Travel Insurance 

• Personal Alarms 


Car Insurance 
Gas and Electricity 
Funeral Plans 



< 


li 



or call 08000 853 741 or visit 

www.ageuk.org.uk/buy 


For a no-obligation quote, visit us at: 

Age UK Walsall 

50 Lower Hall Lane 
Walsall WS11RJ 

Tel: 01922 638825 

(open 9am-4pm Mon-Fri) 



AGE 

3*x 


Home, car and travel insurance are provided by Ageas Insurance Limited. Gas and electricity is provided by E.ON Energy Limited. 

Age UK is a registered trademark of Age UK (Charity no 1128267). The use of the name and logo Age UK is done so under a licence agreement between Age UK and Age UK Enterprises 
Limited, its commercial services arm. Net profits are donated to Age UK. Promoter: Age UK Enterprises Limited, Astral House, 1268 London Road, London SW16 4ER. 
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Monday I Tuesday I Wednesday I Thursday 


Jtt BMrCittXt D.15 'fltCIt&i I Down 
Uivter R*Jct«L BjttHormoG-Ulvter 
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EEC r-tevjc; W*.-rHisf. t.G Euigdii hint 1** 
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Stt Tlte Civic* (Jtt Rejorvl Mewq WeUier. 
Ut ITV Mewc; WteUier. Ztt EmnercLI* Z« 
CofoivUon Street, iutt Hie L.*ec-. tit 
CorcHvtlcn Street D.tt Hie El^ject Locer. Butt 
IT'/ Mewc. a Ten; WeUier. B.it F;e<>oivl Mewq 
WeUier. BuiSHta Emer.jeivj-: {R} ILtSTlvt 
Envtav ri Jt Elvw. {R} 12jt5 GrlmelljTterti p 'f 
tUSTlie Son* iJSThe Jereniy l^He Sl>:w. pj 
liSITVMKjltDore*! Sit ITV Monlixj Mevjo 

I ussai p.ia. p;. tn The 
Teaote Peoid* p;. tJt 
The Ho-itac. p'. US The Hootac p. ZttRreclty 
Sctieeoed. Zflt E'jw> 1 :■:■:!>■ L*iec Rl>i i>oi>:L p> 
US Rader. {R} i.iS .“cicrcIMj to Jlin {R} US 
'.I'hTte Svvij USA .'F;. t*.**DecH:crae Honoevjfiec 
iFtf B.SSRelocation Rtl DovjnUlicter. p> tut 
Clvniel 4- Mevjc Shyiyictu tUS Hie TV Eoota 
CM:.. C-iS Rk ii: R<tan> on SclUi Street iisres> 


or MoDeaL Stt Ccnie Due v.ttli P.le. SitJtmtet 
30 Mute P.KIl, ijtt Hie Slnivcnv, p> Ut 
Holjcahc. j»t Clvniel 4 Mw.il. Z554th:oJth: 
Ut El rtl l of ETtt.Hi «jtt One Boni E-iery Mirte. 
tUt Aai Cun: Clvtty Mai ItiS Hie Joy of 
Teen Se*. ■;FJ tt Renter League Potaef. lit 
Modey p;. ±_tt HieCienkc of Ertttdi Art pj US 
Ttitoc Hie tatdon .;f;. fljtt er. p;. u s hut 
U ttte Moroe Rlnc* <10GS} Ja^iiece atmaed 
ctaiv; wBitlie'ioloe of Etctfoo Idilvra 




Chanrwl 4 


Chcmn*l 5 


I ut P.ltadvHel f.E Tlie 
■■Vl.Jt StLr. Iltt Tlie 
Vaiecca SIiovjl llfl-5 CSI: Cilnie Scene 
liTiedlgaion pj tLflt Fkre Mevjo tt.fl-5 Rory 
avl Fackl^c E'ien Qiea»f Erttldi AcPieitir* p|. 
IflS MetJtKiinL tits hteme avl .“way it St 
Alnrf Fsecone CctL-vl. ^Rt i.B Flni Aoec T-l' 
Elate-. ^2008} 'JVectefii ctiriig Caqjef Vai Dten 
St* R'je Mwjc a S Weaiier. Si* MeliJIwiirc 
Ut Home avl Avvy US Lire -from 

Stiiclo R'je. Ztt H-je Mevjcat71» Flow Do Hiey 
Dolt! H:w Iron Ictiriieollito dallecccteel wtth 
Hie ackBon of dToritLin R'ie Mewc U>cLt* U* 
Emergency Bttenc. Ether ivraneolo P.Vvh; Hayx- 
l»l| Xr amai vjIio I vie keen Itt l:ya Ixt--FPre Mewc- 
U|>:Lte. P.ttFIni P.lrdera ICCCl {1007>FctHot 
HTlIef, ctiTlng 'Wectey Si^wo 11B Rim Slew 
Eirn (SOOSJ TlTlter, LtFriiig Rjv Uotti It* 
Sii»iCadiio. fl-j*5Tlie ret Rec. p|. fl-.SSFcLh ' 
CLide to Atrertirec {Rf Stt 'JVIkllfe 
SiShkxioe Dootcr. p} 


t* Ei-edJaot Cuts Wated Down 
Uivter ReJcteoL tUtHomecUvIer 
Hie hkinmer: ffiC Mevrc^ 'Weaiier. 
tit* Sare P.Ty HU k I ay titSCuth ti HiertHq p;. 
EEC Mevjc;'ATeaiief. tLISBui^aki Hut <R} Ut 
EEC Mewc; Wectlief. lit Re-Jonvil Mevjd 
'Weaiiof. «5 Dootcto i.15 Econi:* to Hie 
Contry i.t* EEC M tHfc\ 'Weaiier Ftegloivil 
Mewc. US CEEC 515W*rteti UiH. U* EEC 
Mewc; 'Weaiief. Ut Rwglor vil Mewc Ro .jan-nec; 
WeaHuf. Ztt The Qie S1>:w. I» EadEivterc; 
EEC Mewq Retfcna Mwjc. Ut HcJljy City *Jtt 
Stlert WTHiic-c tut EEC Mewc IUSRhjIoiviI 
Mevjc; W*tliw. Hut! Rim 2011 wUi CtaKla 
Witlemai 1L15 Hlnr The Hoax. <2000J 
Premier* Radflviced draivi, danlig Rdiad 
Cere; Weaiier'itew 1ft aji Zone: See Hea. pj 
t-flt Huivn PLinet p: i.flt Danlxcterc 
DeoLicdleoL p;- i.flt Wated D:wn Uivter. p} 
‘ ' " Mewc. 


|=l=r«44i-tt CEeetdec. It* CEEC i.Ct 
■™"™^CBeeldec niSReadySteadyCooh. 
{R} tUt Cai-y RjIHoc. tUt CP.TT vjttli Ceoi\je 
Aiajai ut one soitu .;f;. IASCIItMij urea 
Bilkfeigc p>i.t5lnctatRecta.rat. p} Uttit. 
Ely or Mot to Ely UflSHog IH flJ* Perfection. 
St Aitkp.iec Road Tin Ut Egjieadc Ut 
Crea ErlUdi Fakvay Jorrneyc Dtt TLitiral 
World Ut A Famer'o Ufe tor Me t jH Do We 
Reay Meeoltlie P.Io-ihtT Bjtt How TV Fit lie: I 
lour Ufe. Buit MevjcjtJit; Weaiier. I tit Mad 
Men BJtSEEC Mevjc. fl-Jtt EEC Leaitig Son* 

I k -tt Dai-1 :rea; UtLorrali* UiSThe 

w *uyI■;>1e St>:w. ttit Hit Montis 
tut Looce 'Women Ut ITV Mewc; 'Weaiier. 
-LSSRe^ona Mevjc; 'Weaiier. UtMcyHieEea 
Hone* 'Win iutt nddivcrft Rea Dea USD 


UU ITV rie.MC-; 'IVeaiier. Ztt Emm*-.:Lie. 
CrlYietlglterc. Ut The Betty Drl-ier Story t.tt 
IhgcLTt BJt ITV Mwjc a "ten'Weaiier. 1t.it 
Regoivl Mevjq 'Weaiier. IMS Rni H.f UjTt 
•JiiMv SuwnvtiiraHTlter, ctirligDend Moor* 
C.J5 The 2one- mr Mevjc Headlnec, Uflt 
Crocclig Jofotn. U25ITV njtooreen Sit ITV 
Monilig Mevjc. 

Iutt Tlie Teaote FeoH* 
l.p. Ut Tlie HooIjg pj 


Chonml 4 


UiSAoooroIng to Jim } Ut 'Wife Swa> USA 
■IF if Butt Deq>erae Hoicevjt'jec, p} 1US5 A 
Raoe li Hie Sin Home or Away JR} B.tt 
Clvniel 4 Mevjc Snnvivry B.tS Flni Jecc4 
Jaiiec. i 1033^ 'Wecton^ ctarligHevyFoivLn avl 
Tj-rone Fewer, its Ccohery SdiooL Utt 
C:or.i*:twin US5 Dea or Mo Dea. Stt Come 
□lie vjtHi M* Sit Janet- 30 Mute Meat. Utt 
Tlie StniKonc -p- Ut HoHyoaic Ttt Clvniel 
4 Mevjc, Z55 4Hvr.iglt.tj: Ut Coht CtoUiec 
RoaddvwA Ut Elg Fct Cyixy 'Wteoklngc Butt 
StiaYielecc, 1US Denen Etowit EcIIivI Hie 
Mlcollef. p;. tUIt El ror:■ *il Fo+er T:rr. IttEill 
Rm K tflt 'Wbrld EEcy Seftec, PO its HS 
'World Cl vi w laid Inc. PO iiS EadretuaL PJ 
lit KCTV U 55 H-LiHlon ITU World 
ClviYi>tavJ1l>3erlet .;f;. fl.5t Bea Critic; Ecru 
Sir'itior. p> S.flSWo.^nt- Ferfea Reodl (RJ 


Chcsnml 5 


I ut Biearfact fi.fi 'Wnitied Dowjii 
Uider Reildted B.tt Homec-Uvter 
Hie hLiiinec EEC Mewq 'Weaiier. 
tltt Sai* P.Ty HolkL-y tiflS cith liflie fitn% p> 
BEC Mevjc;'Wteaiier. t2Ll5Ba^anhtii-t<RJ Ut 
EEC Mewc; Weaiier. Ut Rejotvl Mevjq 
WeaHief. «5 Dcotorc. i.15 Ecoa>* to Hie 
Contry Ut EEC Mewq 'Weaiier; Rejotvl 
Mewc i.t5CEEC. 515 Weacd Liita itt EEC 
Mevjc; WeaHief. Ut F*Johv1 Mevjc Frog raniieq 
'Weaiier. Ztt The One Show Tit EactEivterq 
BEC Mevjq Rejoivl Mwjc Utwaerloo Road 
Ut Motorvvy Cctjc. B.tt EEC Mevjc tt25 
Reglcrvil Mevjc; WeaHier. Bui 5 Hie rLUorvI 
Lottery 'WedlecoLiy njt Drawn tt.flS P.Vton a 
Hie Day Maioivl Lottery U|xL1* titSFInr In 
Dreanc. ^10030 TlTlter, ttrrliig Anette Bertivc 
Weaiieritew. lfl-5 Stji S:rle: Cot.■ tr>■ Ha:+c. p} 
L« naira Workl Sneoia Rnivki Mat ere. p;. 
i.flt Wated Dowjii Uivter. pj fl j£5EEC Mwjc 

! U*t CEeehtec Zt* CEEC tit 
CBeelflec tlit Daly ftJUcc Ut 
See Hea. tit Ca Booty pf i15 livtat 
Rectarai p} Ut To Eiry a Motto Eiy Ufl-5 
Flog IH flit FerfeoHon S15 Atl^^^ec Roal Tin 
Ut Egdiea^lc Ut Croat BitHdi Falway 
Joirnejc-. Ztt T:i:- Cea. <RJ Ut Mdiel Rouxb 
Ser-ito* Ut 'Who Crete-Hie Beet JotacT Butt 
Haje I Got Movjc for tot.l p> 1t.it Mewciiai: 
'Weaiier. tti* Mad Men 1iJt5 EEC Mwjc fljtt 
EEC Leaitig Son* 

RTf^Vut Daj-1:r*1:. UtLorran* UiSTTie 
I • ■ ■ Mjeremyh>le Stvw. Buit Hie tatontid 
tlit Looce 'Women tit ITV Mewc; 'Weaiier. 
155ReJorv1 Mewc; Weaiier. itt MqyHie Beet 
Houce 'Win Ut Dtdrlncoi-t R*nl DeaL USD 
Reglcrvil 'Weaiier. Ml Mklccmer F.lrdero. p;> 
Stt Hie Civic* Ut Rejcrvl Mwjc; 'Weaiier. 
Ut ITV Mewc; 'W&aherZtt EnTiierdle. Zit 
Tlie UYorgetalde Lee Davjcon Ut 

Mdcorner P.lLrderc. tut ITV Mewc a Ten; 
Weaiier. 1t.it Rejorvl Mewc; 'Weaiier. ItiS 
Tlie Secret Ca1l:l:*ai wUi Teior MoDoivId. PJ 
tti5Fc.Ice, Camera, AottcnHF^ BjitHieSonef 
ITV Mewc Hea:llnec. i.iSFIni Med Kefy 
QUa'.i ad'jertiire, ctaTlig hteaHi Ledjer. flit 
ITV M Jtccreen Sit rTV Mo nil lg Mevjc, 

luit Tlie Heaote Feci:4e. 
Ip;. Ut Tlie H:ol:c PJ 
- " Lieeced ZiS 


C hem IT* I 4 


JLHjl 
; & 


. j MfcdvHet D.15 Tlie 
IWI.Jt Staff. lUt Tlie 
Vaiecca SIiovjl llfl-5 CSI: Crime Scene 
liTjectkiaiofi tUfltFPie Movjc. ttflSEilkl a 
Mew Life HHie Contry (RJ t.fl5rteH|1»Lic. U15 
Home avIAvjty i.St Alnvl Recone Sc|.lvL PJ 
UtSRIm: Dandng at Hie Hauect Moon {2002} 
RormatloaamLT wUi Ja«p.Blliie Elccet avl Erie 
Malic Stt F>je Mevjc ct S; 'Weaiier. Sit 
Me+jl1>:r.rc. p} Utt Home aivl A 1 .'ay {R} US 
□■je frem Staido R'je. Ztt H-je Mwjc at 7 Zit 
Ertracnlivry Dogc^ FI'j'o Movjc U^vLit* t.tt 
GL-viaKfc; Rome UnvjraM»ct R'je Mewc Uxia* 
D.tt CSI: Crime Scene liTjecflgaion. A rec-iI 
iflilataTCfttlcaiaohed li Iter Ivme 1t.t> 
MLtiiL Aorootaed liTjectmentlTotaer Icmrdered. 
{R} tUtCSt: rr^ThebodtecoftvjoccLilKKl'jefc 
aefcind In Hie Eact H'jer. {R} 1155 CSI: Crime 
Scene liTjecHgaioii{R} 1i.5t Sii»fCadiio. fl.tS 
Tlie PEI Rlec {R} fl.HSRonJi CLldeto Adl'ity 

HcidTj-iL p;. sb 'wiaresos p;. 


Chcsnml 5 




Ufl-5 The Hc-itac. ■' 

E'jeoljody Lojoc F 
i.it Aooordngto Jlii. p} t.tt 'Wlte Svjui> USA. 
<\Fif tUt DecH»fL-te Honcevjpjec. p;} B.55 
Co li try I4olic4 Rwcoli* p} C.tt Clvniel 4 
Mevjc SuYimay 1U5 JLniile a Horn* {R} ttit 
Rim caHeEnidre. {10S} 'Wbcten^ daring Joel 
MoCrea itSOoohery Sdiool Utt Cof.ntd:wri 
USSDea cf Mo Dea. Stt Come Dlie wUi M* 
Sit Ja ilet- 30Mlite P.teac Utt Hie Stmi^or-v 
{R} Ut H cl yea he. Ztt Clvniel 4 Mevjc. Z55 
4HioLUtti Utt Beafraivlflie BeactTheUJy 
Rv* of FTejLKlce. Ut May Pcrta:-: Secret 
Stvi:'|:er. B.tt Hie Joy of Teen Sex tits 
Svimetecc, {R} ti.tt Mido oil 4: Tlie Alxim 
Chat Stvw SiHUdt ItiS Mete on 4: 4Flay 
TheGol'RaYi ti.fltP.Ty RnHybCray Qa>1fta. 
{R } US Alma P.la:lvnc* p> tit Rood 'Wlvt 
Coec InVcrr EachetT p} UiS Rl ii Form Fctao 
{1004} A In a*: I aijeitire, wtth Hie 'jotee of 
MafotoMononnra SiSContdown p} 

Mlhdvihel 0.15 Tlie 
I'WHjTt Staff, tut The 
Vaiecca SIwjl tLfl-5 CS: Crime Soene 
liTiedlgaiofi {R} t!Lflt R'j* Mewc, tUflSEild a 
Mwj Lite IriHie Contry P} ifl 5rw j 1 >:irc i.15 
hteme avl .“way i.5t Ertraonlvry Doge p} 
US Flm MLrder a Hie Caioi\ {1033} Moo 
MnriJle imydery daTlig Mr^yret FiHierfcrd 
Stt R'je Mwjc a Si 'WeaHier. Sit Mel JUoliio 
{R} Utt Heme avl Avvy p} US Lire frem 
StaKlc R-j* Ztt FPj-e Mevjc a T Zit Meritey Lfe; 
R'j* Mevjc U|xLT* Ut Ccwtaoy Eilderc; FPje 
Mevjc UixLa* D.tt MCIS Anfam*j|ig Marine 
lcfcr.ivl dead onHaiovjeeri Nutt Lavj i. Oder 
CrliTiia ht*-t Awel4rnovjnl1cbr1ai te|»lcoried 
{R} B.55 La,'.' & Qder: Simla Vldliw LUt A 
teervigef dame die Ivic l:*en mwI. {R} 1155 
Pctaer. ti.55Si^erCadno. fl.t 5Hie FEI Rlec p} 
fl.55 RcinJi CLfcte to Stvrt Eiearc. p} Stt 
'Wlkllte SOS {R} SiSHotceDodor. p} 


I Ut Breadad. J.fi Wnited Dcwjii 
U lsterF;ej1dte:L ButtHomecUvtef 
Hie hbiivnec BEC Mwjq Weaiier. 
1U*SajeMyHolkL-y tiflSC.-vhliHie Alllo{ p} 
EEC Mevjc; Weaiier. tUIS Eagan h-tairli U* 
EEC Mewc; Weaiier. U* Rejorvl Mewc; 
'WeaHier. Ifl5 Dootcrc. i.15 Ecoa>« t tlie 
Co li try U* EEC Mewq Weaiier; Rejcrvl 
r-levjc. US CEEC SIS 'Wba»d Ui*. p} Utt 
BEC Mewc; 'Weaiier. (.It Rejona Mewc 
Prod-aYimed Weaiier. Ztt Tlie QieSiovji Zit 
EadEivterq EEC Mewc; Reglcrvil Mewc. Ut 
Hliyvii Flaiet Ut CXfiiimlmed P} Ut Mot 
Going at Butt EEC Mewc. tUS Rejorvl 
rieL'-c; Wither. Bui 50.red!on Him* 1U5Hite 
'Weeh; Shlng'W'eaiier'jtevjL tii5 Sgi 2cne: Tlie 
EaHe fa Eornl:. Atey Pavrawi. {R} ti. 55 
CoLitrj-llte. p} 155AiHc|.tecRoald vwjl {R} i.55 
Rip Off Ertlll p}t.i5EEC rteL'JC. 

I Ut CEoeh+ec Ztt CEEC Ut 
CEeeldec tUSFteady Steacly Coota 
{R} tUt Dully RIHoc ttit GMTwHi George 
Alajai Ut Due SoLtli p} lfl5Cln1:liij Cr*-t 
Eitkllij:, {R} i.1511 vfcit FKda.roit {R} i.tt To 
Eiy or Mot to Eiry Ufl5 Reg IH flit ftrfedloti 
515 Atkiiec Roal 1T|o. Ut Egdieate. i.it 
Great ErHldi Fakjjy JoLrneyc Ztt 'Wlio Doec 
'Wlvt-T t.tt Mohel Rcixt- Ser-ite* D.tt Lcnte 
Tlieroiix Hie Ulro Stride Hull Tlie GrLiiiy 
GLfdeto Food avl 'Wlie. {R} 1t.it Mer/jalJ-t 
■Weaiier. ttit Mai Men tU 5EEC Mewc iJ5 
etc* fljtt BECLeailng 3on* 

lUTfTMi.ttCa>1:r**. UtLorran* U5The 
"■^■^leiermyKile Svwjl Buit HIcMcnitig 
Hit Looce 'Women tit ITV Mewc; Weaiier. 
155ReJorv1 Mewc; 'Weaiier. UttatyHieBed 
Her.to 'Win Ut Qddivonb R*1 DeaL U5D 
Re Jena Weaiier. fl.tt Mktomer Mrderc p} 
SttHie Clvio* Utt Re-Jcna Mevjq 'Wither. 
Ut ITV r-l*Mc; '/Mealier. Ztt EnTiierdle. Zit 
Tlie i.ane of o C'e-jee: Tuljlt Utt Emmerda* 
Ut CcrofvUon Street Ut Madtnivlc 1UI 
ITV Mevjc a "tell 'WeaHier. tUt Rejoivl Mwjq 
Weaiier. tUSOcklQne ln{F} ttit Seivlh Hie 
Dogcp} ti.B Tlie Sene; IT'/MewcHealliec 
i.15The Jereny K>4e Stvw. {R} i.B ThevaLte 
of ci Detfe* Ttrlglt P} UiS ITu' rijtcoreen 
Sit ITu' P.lcmlij Mevjc, 

I Iutt Tlie T*i:4e F*o|:4e. 
\JF\[ Ut The Hooloc _p} 
US The Hccl:c. p} Ztt Frec-lty SgneececL *5 
E'j-erj-1 Iy Lc^jec Fa>i ivrvL p} UtSRracter. p} 
U* Aooordngto Jim. p} D.tt Wlte Swap USA 
{F} tut Decnerae htencevjpjec, {R} Hu55 Hel|:1 
P.Ty Hence Ic Rfllng Ccwn p} tut Clvniel 4 
Mevjc Simmay tUSJLnnle a Home p} t.it 
Rim Tlie F;a:L { t:>54} Amerlom CfJIWa dam a 
darlig Vai Helln US Coohery SdvoL Utt 
CoLi-bkwjn. U55 Deal or Mo Dea St* Come 
DliewUi Me S»JaH^o30 Mixfs M*1c. Ut* 
The Sliijoiric {R} UtHolyoaic. Ztt Clvniel 
4 Mewc. Z55 ‘ftlvtrglt.t'i i.tt Retaoafloit 
Reteoaion U* Rome Want Eilt in a Day 
But* 10 OCteota Uj* tUS Elg Fa Gjpty 


{1033} Atmaed dam a Utt Brotiierc-5. Stdnrc 

S USS HI Street EIlkc, P} fl.St ER. {R} 5.i5 
LltKteVJIl. {R} 


Chanrwl 4 


Charm*! 5 


Friday 


I Ut Enalfat 0.15 Wated Down 
Uvlef R*Jcte<L Hut* Hcrmec Uvter 
Hie htnimer; EEC Mewc; 'Weaiief. 
tUt SuTje My HolKLy IlflSCali li Hie .^o; p} 
EEC r-lewc; 'WteaHier. t2_15 Bagnli Hit U* 
EEC r-lw.c; WeaHief. U* Rejona r-lw.c; 
W*-tlier. tfl-5Dootorc.i.-EEcoawtoHieOcr.iltry 
i.tt EEC Mewq Weaiien Rejoivl Movjc ij*5 
CEEC S15 Wea»d Liita {R} Ut EEC Mwjq 
'Wteaiief. U* Rejotvil Mevjc Programme^ 
'Weaiier. Ztt The Cne Stvw. Zit Lire Six 
rttiotv fttgiy Liicn waec v Enjavi {Kteh-ar 
T4-5|:r-it'. BJt* EEC Mwjc, 1U5 Reglcrvil Mewq 
Weaiier. tUSTlie Gravim Morton Si wa tlit 
Hie rLUorvI Lottery R M\cjv ridt Dravjc tlit 
Rim: Perfect Cr*U.ir* {2i5oG}Yjtiiw1re ttTlIer, 
duTrinj Dcitj-jy Soott; 'WteaiiefitevA Ut Stji 
Sene: fit Hcrme vlHi Hie Georjnnc p} Ut 
Herbert 'Wlvt Ic One Deae*T p} Utt Ctlnldiig 
Gr*a Eilldijc p;. i.tt EEC rievjc 

I Ut CBeeldec Ztt CEEC Ut 
CEeelstec, tit 5F*ndy Et*vl>' C^ota 
tut Cully RdUcG ti.it Gf.1T u.ttli George 
AajLIi Ut Due SxrHi P} IflS Cllnllnj Gr*a 
Bifclngc {R} UlSIndat Rectircnt p} UttTt. 
Eiy or Mot to Eiy Ufl5 Rog IH fl.it FterfecHon 
515 AUd»c Road H1|j. Ut Egjieate i.it 
Great Ertldi RdlMjay Joiriieyc. Ztt JlIIji 
B ralxryb Geriivn WavterlLct Zit Ai Iclnivl 
Fnrldi Utt M-vternlivL Ut Life In ji Cctige 
Gacten vjfHi Cad Ideli. Ut CuTrt H*e It vjfHi 
■rcr.L tUtFad aicILooc* tUtMevjalJt. tut 
Hie ReJevj Sticw; 'WtoaHier. 115* Flm Tliey 
SteotHorceq Do i It They? {i033} U5BEC Mwjc 
U itCtec* 


. j Mlholv*el D.15 The 
I'WtIJt Staff. tU* Hie 
Vaiecca Sliow ILfl-5 CSI: Crime Soene 
liTjedl jUcfi {R tLflt R'je Mewc-. ttflSEild a 
Mevj Lite Inflie Contry p> lfl5Mel.J1>:rrc U15 
Home avl A'.a-y i.5t Hie RintyRediw. {R} i.55 
Alnvl Recone E^piaL p} Utt Flm P-Tj-tlery 
Wctiviit fit Rrd Stjit {2OO0_Mider nydery 
ctirlng Kelle Mrfli SjttRI'je Mwjc ct ^ 
W*Uier. Sit Mel Jtoontc p} Ut* Hcrme ciivl 
Awu-y p|.(J5 LPjefrcrn Staido R'J* Ztt FPj* 
Mevjc a 1 Zit t^>ttliw5c; AI "ferTan Tteliloteq 
{R} R'je r-teLMC UxL-rt* i.tt Seaetc of the 
Vatcllng S|11 i-k liTjedtg.ittig Ivw avl vly Hie 
Egj-itaav- l:nlt Hie c:r.l|tire; R'je Mevjc UvLte. 
Utt Jndli Lee Collie Hritig Ja^iwo* Tlie 
oomedai'JldtcCcavitonvidKr atr attain .I form 
of davhip Butt RIyi The Rnthef. {2034} 
Co i vte-1 H l ri I er, ctairrlvj Hviyw-J ai* ti5 

Sip reread no. fl.ti FEI Flee. P} fl.55 RoliJi 
G ddeto Joiriieyc p} 5.B Wldie SOS. p} 


JerermyniieStiovA tut TllcMonilig. 
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Enforcing the confii 


f our high quality of service, all work carries a 10 YEAR GUARANTEE! 


Polite & Professional Staff 3) Realistic Prices 


All our staff are polite & professional 
& always listen, but more importantly, 
all are direct employees of Arry's 
Ground Force, we do not use external 
contractors, this ensures the level of 
service & workmanship is at our high 
standard & through working hours we 
are always on-site, until the job is 
complete. 


‘Arry s Ground Force offer the complete 
landscaping solution including: 

0 Quality Paving & Tarmacing 
0 Demolition 
0 Cots wold Stoning 
0 Fore Courts, Car Parks & 
Tennis Courts 

0 Ornamental Walls & Ironwork 
0 Complete Front & Back 

# Garden Landscaping 
0 Gravelling 

# Trees Lopped 

W Painting & Rendering 
0 Forestry & Arboriculture 


Phoenix Business Park, Marlow Street, Walsall, West Midlands WS2 8AQ Tel: 01922 403760 
Fax: 01922 4201 12 Mob: 07720 348338 Email: enquiries@arrysgroundforce.co.uk 
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'4 days 
away with 
everything 
taken care 
of for just 
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Gel our more In 





★ KITCHENS ★ BEDROOMS ★ BATHROOMS ★ HOME OFFICES 


Don't Buy Cheap Quality, Buy Quality Cheap 




Discover The Best Kept 
Secret in Brownhills 



Call 01543 379666 for a FRO No Obligation Quote 


Chase Bedrooms and Kitchens Ltd 

Unit 1 Toll Point ( Chase Road v Brownhills, Walsall, west midlands WS8 6JT 

www.chasebedroomsandkitchens.co.uk 
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the pii.se 


Hills are 
aloud to 
sound 
of Jason 


JASON Donovan has joined 
the cast of the touring pro¬ 
duction of The Sound of 
Music as Captain von Trapp 
in time for its Staffordshire 
stint at Stoke-on-Trent’s 
Regent Theatre. 

The classic Rodgers and 
Hammerstein musical will be 
presented at the Hanley venue 
from February 15 and March 5. 

Starring opposite the Aus¬ 
tralian star is former Emmerdale 


actress Verity Rushworth, who 
takes over from Connie Fisher as 
Maria. 

Bradford-born Verity played 
Donna Windsor from the age of 
12 in the rural soap, leaving the 
series after 10 years in 2009. 

She has since appeared in 
Hairspray in the West End, 
playing Tracy Turnblad’s friend 
Penny. 

Contact the box office on 
0844 871 7649 or online at 
Ambassadortickets.com. 



Shayne Ward - Wolverhampton date 

An obsession 
with Shayne 


SHAYNE Ward is back with a new 
single, Obsession, from the album of 
the same name, a top 10 hit in Gotta Be 
Somebody and now the announcement 
of his first UK tour in two years. 

A show stopping performance on The 
X Factor and the release his third album 
late in 2010 reminded everyone of his 
vocal prowess of the Manchester-born 
winner of the second series of The X- 
Factor. 

Now he is taking Obsession out on 
the road starting at Wolverhampton 
Civic Hall on March 15. 

Tickets priced £25 are available at 
Midland Box Office on 0870 320 7000 or 
online at www.wolvescivic.co.uk 


To be or not to 
be Bard, that 
is the question 

S hakespeare was not the author of 
Hamlet, instead it was the work of Eliza¬ 
bethan playboy Edward de Vere, 17th Earl 
of Oxford, and more shockingly still, it was 
based upon events from his own life. 

That’s the suggestion of The Man Who Was Hamlet, 
a one man performance by George Dillon in which the 
actor, as the ghost of de Vere, tells his story in a bid to 
restore his pride and reputation. 

The actor, who has won praise for his other touring 
performance in which he delivers The Gospel of 
Matthew, will be making the case for de Vere at the 
Arena Theatre, Wulfruna Street, Wolverhampton, on 
Tuesday at 7.30pm. 

Then on Wednesday, a complete flip at the Arena 
when Rannel Theatre present Flhip Flhop, when a pair 
of painter-decorators end up trying to outdo each with 
dance moves that turns into pure slapstick 
comedy.Contact the venue’s box office on 01902 321 
321 (office hours) or visit www.arenatheatre.info 

Recycling show 

AN interactive comedy featuring recycled puppets is 
being showcased at Sandwell arts venue The Public 
next month. Birmingham based Blossom Theatre is 
bringing the environmentally friendly comedy, the 
Recycled Puppet Show, to the venue on Friday 11 and 
Saturday 12. It features a magical journey by a cast 
made of recycled materials. 

Audience participation is central and there will be 
puppet making workshops before each performance. 
On Friday workshops start at 1 pm and 6pm with per¬ 
formances at 2.15pm and 7.15pm. On Saturday the 
workshops start at 2pm and 6pm, with performances 
at 3.15pm and 7.15pm. 

For more information call 0121 533 7161. 



Jason Donovan and Verity Rushworth who star in The Sound 
of Music Picture: Paul Coltas 


Micky 
takes 
new date 


EAST End comedian 
Micky Flanagan’s con¬ 
cert date at Birmingham 
Town Hall on February 6 
has proved such a big 
sell-out success that the 
Cockney comic has add¬ 
ed another date but at 
the bigger Brum venue of 
the Symphony Hall on 
March 31. 

Tickets cost £17.50. 

Flanagan has appear¬ 
ed on Mock The Week, 
Michael McIntyre’s 
Comedy Roadshow, had 
his own Radio 4 show 
and was one of the hits of 
last year’s Royal Variety 
Performance. 



New Brum date for Micky Flanaghan 


Celebrations for showaii 

iv vi ii j shook up 

Mahler s music ove r Eivis 


THE Birmingham Mahler 
Cycle, celebrating the 
works of Austrian Bo¬ 
hemian composer Gus¬ 
tav Mahler, who died 100 
years ago, continues with 
the performance of his 
final completed sym¬ 
phony, No9, at the Sym¬ 
phony Hall on Wed¬ 
nesday, February 2. 

The City of Birmingham 
Symphony Orchestra will 
be conducted by Andris 
Nelsons in a programme 
which also includes Mark 
Anthony Turnage’s cello 
concerto Kai featuring 
cellist Ulrich Heinen. 

The Ninth will get a 
reprise on Thursday, Feb¬ 
ruary 3, at the Symphony 
Hall, by the CBSO under 
the baton of Nelsons, 
which will follow an in- 


depth look at the work 
presented by Stephen 
Johnson. 

Mahler’s works are re¬ 
imagined by American 
jazz pianist Uri Caine at 
Birmingham Town Hall on 
February 5 and the cycle 
continues on February 10 
at Symphony Hall when 
the CBSO perform 
Kindertotenlieder as part 
of a programme also fea¬ 
turing works by Schubert 
and Dvorak. 

The late Sir Charles 
Mackerras was to have 
conducted the concert. 
Instead Karl-Heinz Stef¬ 
fens will take the baton. 

Contact the box office 
on 0121 780 3333 or via 
the website www.thsh. 
co.uk. 


MICHAEL “Memphis” 
King and Steve Halliday 
start the 76th birthday 
celebrations for the late 
King of Rock ’n’ Roll Elvis 
Presley when their Elvis 
On Tour 76 Special 
comes to Bilston music 
venue The Robin on Sat¬ 
urday, January 29. 

Covering all eras from 
the rockabilly early days, 
through the movie years, 
the 68 Comeback 
Special and the latter 
Vegas concerts, the 
show is a celebration of 
all things Elvis. 

Tickets cost £18.50 on 
the door (a pound less in 
advance) and the box 
office can be reached at 
www.therobin.co.uk or 
on 01902 401211. 
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COMBI iilgyjRi SALE 


_ £785 

"Worcester .. £74(J 

Vailtant 24KW. ccgg 

Baxi Duo-Tec 24 +Clock. £4Q9 

FerroU 24KW + clock „—.. £438 

Glow-Worm 24KW + Clock.._. 

Pro-Combi 24KW Boiler + Clock —t 

Bias! Advance 24KW +Clock.^ 


More Boilers available at Trade Prices 


WC Suite 
Complete 

£ 49.95 

inc VAT 


Bathroom 

Suites 

M69 

Inc VAT 


eg 


All radiators 
available 
600 x 600 mm 


Type I 

£ 18 .; 

Inc VAT 


TV 


» » 


P Shape Bath 
Bath Panel 
Bath Screen 

:27! 

inc VAT 




Vanity Set 
inc. Sanity Ware 

:249 

inc VAT 


vi inif» 


•M 


All prices include VAT 


g 102-103 Walpole Street I Wolverhampton IWV6 0ASI 01902 422352/4/61 www.wrpm-uk.com 3 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Following the coldest December since records began and before possibly the 
coldest Winter on record, now is the time to take advantage of grants to insulate 
your home and keep your property warmer whilst still reducing your fuel bills! 

Scheme 1 

This scheme is aimed at ordinary working people who are outside the benefit 
system and is not a means tested grant. The price you pay is based on property 
type and represents a real saving of at least 60% on the cost of cavity wall in¬ 
sulation. Prices quoted below are what you actually pay. We do all the necessary 
paperwork and claim the excess amount from the utility companies direct 
leaving you with a warm house at a fraction the normal cost 


Property type 

Cavity wall insulation 

Loft insulation 

Flat/Mid terraced house 

£119 

£199 

Semi house/bungalow 

£139 

£199 

Detached house/bungalow 

£189 

£199 


Scheme 2 Benefit Holders 

If you or your partner are in receipt of a qualifying benefit* then you will receive 
loft or cavity wall insulation totally free of charge 

^Grants are also available for central heating, boiler replacement and 
draughtproofing* 

Applicable benefits include - Income support, Pension Credit, Council Tax 
Benefit, Working or Child Tax Credit (with income less than ££16,400), 
Attendance Allowance & Disability Living Allowance. 

Scheme 3 - Over 70’s 

If you or anyone permanently living in your house is over 70 years of age then 
you will receive cavity wall insulation totally free of charge. If your loft insulation 
is below 60mm in depth then this could also be topped up free as well. This is 
not means tested in any way shape or form!!! 

Limited availability on all grants - first come first served 
For a FREE survey or advice call our West Brom office now 

Central Installations Ltd 

0121 500 5110 
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The top property guide for Walsall, Brownhills, Aldridge, Willenhall and Bloxwich 


A beautifull 
presented fl 


A beautifully pre¬ 
sented two- 

_bedroom first 

floor flat with a garage 
has come onto the 
market in a sought- 
after area of Walsall. 

Number 20 Jesson Close, 
Birmingham Road, has 
gas central heating, uPVC 
double glazing and a com¬ 
munal entrance hall. 

It also has a reception hall, 
spacious L-shaped breakfast 
kitchen, lounge/dining room, 
inner lobby, two double bed¬ 
rooms, stylish bathroom and 
attractive communal gardens, 
and is on the market through 
Henderson Hynes for offers in 
the region of £139,950. 

The communal hallway is 
accessed via a security inter¬ 
com entry system with stairs 
leading to the first floor and 
entrance door. 

Upon entering the reception 


hall, there’s a security inter¬ 
com telephone, coving and 
telephone point. 

In the L-shaped breakfast 
kitchen, there’s a range of 
matching wall and base units 
with contrasting rolled-edge 
worksurfaces, feature inset 
lighting, a one-and-a-half 
bowl sink with drainer and 
mixer tap, ceramic tiled 
splashback, integral electric 
double oven and gas hob with 
cooker hood over, plumbing for 
a washing machine and dish¬ 
washer and a ceramic tiled 
floor. 

Gardens 

The 21ft 6in x lift 8in 
lounge/dining room has a 
radiator, TV aerial point, 
ceiling coving and two uPVC 
double-glazed rear-facing 
windows overlooking the com¬ 
munal gardens. 

There’s a useful mirrored 
sliding door storage cupboard 
and airing cupboard conceal¬ 
ing the wall-mounted gas 


central heating combination 
boiler in the inner lobby. The 
lift 7in x lift 4in master 
bedroom includes built-in 
wardrobes with useful over¬ 
bed storage, a bedside table, 
feature inset lights, radiator, 
ceiling coving and a rear¬ 
facing uPVC double-glazed 
window overlooking the com¬ 
munal gardens. 

There’s also a front-facing 
bedroom with a radiator and 
ceiling coving and a stylish 
bathroom, which comprises a 
panelled corner bath with 
shower attachment, WC, 
wash basin and feature light¬ 
ing. 

Outside, the well-main¬ 
tained and attractively land¬ 
scaped communal grounds 
feature trees, shrubs, lawned 
areas and a gated entrance 
while there is a garage with an 
up-and-over door in a sepa¬ 
rate block. 

For more information or to 
arrange a viewing, contact 
01922 627100. 




There’s a stylish bathroom with a panelled corner 
bath and shower, WC, basin and feature lighting. 



A two-bed first floor flat is available in J 


i Close, Birmingham Road, Walsall 


The L-shaped breakfast kitchen has a range of 
matching wall and base units with rolled-edge 
work surfaces. 


‘A CASH Buyer 
for your Property!’ 

Turn 

‘FOR SALE’ mto 


At Property plus, we take the worry out of selling your home 

1 ★ All types of property considered 

1 ★ Fast and Discreet Sale 

1 ★ Offers within 24 hours 

1 ★ No Agent Fees 

★ Solicitor Fees Paid 

★ No Boards 

★ No Obligation Offers 

★ Cash in Weeks not Months 

WHO’S IT FOR 

★ Anyone needing a 
quick sale 

★ Matrimonial 

★ Emigrating 

★ Financial Difficulties 

★ Deceased Estate 

★ Poor Condition 

Properties 

★ Chain fell through 

NO STRESS NO HASSLE 

NO AGENTS INVOLVED 


CALL NOW IF YOU NEED A QUICK SALE 

01 902 6341 30 

OR APPLY ONLINE AT 
www. prop ertv p lusmidlands.co.uk 

PROPERTY PLUS MIDLANDS LTD 
14 NEW ROAD, WILLENHALL 
WEST MIDLANDS WV13 2BG 
EMAIL: enquiries@propertypluslimited.co.uk 


■ ■choose 

■ Amove 

www.chooseandmove.co.uk 



Are you looking for a decent affordable 
home to rent in the Walsall area ? 


whg has properties available for rent in most areas 
and each week we have new properties to let. The 
rents are affordable so why not have a look at the 
properties available this week by visiting our web site 
or by calling into our property shop or one of our 
offices (see contact details below). 

If you are interested in a property and you meet the 
letting criteria you can express an interest by bidding 
on-line, or by phone or by calling in to our property 
shop or one of our housing offices before the closing 
date that is given on the web site or on the advert. 

1 Register: by visiting our web site at 
www.chooseandmove.co.uk, visit our property 
shop in the town centre or call into one of our 
housing offices for a form. 

2 Choose: let us know which properties you are 
interested in by making a bid before the closing 
date given on the web site. 

3 Move: If you are successful we will arrange for you 
to view the property and sign the tenancy 
agreement. 


visit our web site at: www.chooseandmove.co.uk 
or phone us on 0300 555 6666 for more information 


Aldridge & 

Bloxwich 

Bloxwich 

Central 

Darlaston 


Brownhills 

Blakenall 

Bloxwich Hall 

Walsall 

Willenhall 

13 Silver Court 

Village Centre 

Elmore Court 

Property Shop 

45 King Street 

Beechwood House 
22 New Road 

lAfillpnhall 

High Street 

Thames Road 

Elmore Green 

Bridge Street 

Darlaston 

Brownhills 
WS8 6HA 

Blakenall 

WS31LZ 

Road 

WS32QW 

Walsall 

WS11EW 

WS10 8DE 

lfVIIICIindll 

WV13 2BG 
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Bloxwich 
Walsall 
WS3 2EX 
01922 711444 



Goodchilds 

Estate Agents & Lettings 




m 

i i a 

j '*■ 

/ 


Walkers Fold 


• Three Bedrooms 

• Lounge# Fitted Kitchen/Diner# Bathroom 

• Double Glazing & Central bleating 

• Off Road Parking# Sorry No Dl 


Stafford Street 

Walsall 

• Three Bedroom Detached 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Kitchen & Bathroom# Recently Refur¬ 
bished 

> DHSS Accepted _ 


MM mi 



Lumley Road 

Walsall 

• Part Furnished Three Bedroom Terrace 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Downstairs Bathroom & Upstairs W.C 

i Loft Conversion# Fitted Kitchen# Sorry No 


Honeybourne Way 

Short Heath 

• Three Bedroom Detached 

• Double Glazing#Central Heating 
•Driveway with Off Road Parking 
•Garage#Rear Garden#Sorry No DHSS 


The Hayes 
Willenhall 

• Two Bedroom Semi Detached Bungalow 

• Large Lounge#Fitted Kitchen 

• Large Rear Garden#Front Garden & Driveway 

• Gas Central bleating# Double Glazing 


Smiths Flour Mill 
Walsall 

•Two Bedroom Apartment 

• Bathroom#Kitchen 

• Electric Fleating#Secure Allocated Parking 
Sorry no DHSS 



Kenilworth Crescent 
Reedswood 

• Two Bedroom Semi#Lounge 

• Fitted Kitchen/Bathroom 

• Conservatory/Off Road Parking 

• Double Glazing/Central bleating 

• Sorry No DFISS 


£495 PCM 


Hawbush Road 
Leamore 

• Three Bed Terraced 

• Lounge • Carpeted Throughout 

• Off Road Parking 


Ashburn Grove 
Willenhall 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Lounge# Dining Room 

• Fitted Kitchen# Family Bathroom 

• Front & Rear Gardens# Driveway#Off Road Parking 


I 


£495 PCM 


Windrush Close 
Pelsall 

• Two bedroom apartment 

• Lounge, Kitchen#Bathroom 

• Double glazing, bleating 

• Rear Garden#Sorry No DFISS 


Bagnall Street 

Walsall 

• Three Bed Sem 

• Lounge# Bathroom with shower 

• Downstairs W.C#Central Heating 

• Off Road Parking & Rear Garden# DHSS 
Accepted 


May Street 

WALSALL 

• Three Bedrom Terrace 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Family Bathroom, Kitchen 
> DHSS Accepted 


SHOWHOME OPEN DAY SATURDAY 29 JANUARY 2011 

A new year - a new home? 

Come along to Field Road, Bloxwich Saturday 29 January, to the showhome open day from 10am until 4pm. 

The development is now completed and all remaining units will also be available to view. 


Value for money prices are from £109,950, buyer incentives available 

Two & Three Bedroom Houses 

Integral garages to the three bedroom houses 

Two off road car park spaces for the two bedroom houses 

New build 10 year guarantee 


Fully fitted kitchen including fridge freezer, washer dryer, gas hob and fan assisted oven 
Fully fitted bathrooms including floor and wall tiling 
Gas central heating and double glazing 
Rear garden 
Downstairs W.C. 


Viewing by Appointment to book your slot please call Steve or Rosie on 01922 711444 

Upward Developments (West Midlands) Ltd 45 Reeves Street Bloxwich WS3 2D Co Reg. 2009364. Terms and conditions apply. 

■ 
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• Three Bedroom Semi 

• Kitchen, and Bathroom with Shower. 

• Off Road Parking#Gas Central bleating 

• Double Glazing 


Valley Road 
Walsall 

• Three Bed Semi 

• Lounge#Kitchen#Bathroom 

• Front & Rear Garden#Garage 


Alderley Crescent 
Walsall 

• Two Bedroom Terrace 

• Lounge, Kitchen, Bathroom 

• Double Glazing, Central bleating 


Kempthorne Gardens 
Walsall 

• Recently Refurbished Ground Floor Flat 

• Two Bedrooms#Lounge 

• Utility/Storage Cupboard 

• Kitchen#Bathroom 


Parish Court 
Blakenhall Heath 

• Two Bedroom Apartment 

• Intergrated Washer/Dryer and Cooker 

• Double Glazing and Gas Central bleating 

• Secure Entrance and Off Road Parking 


Kingsley Street 

Walsall 

•Two Bedroom Terrace 
•Two Reception Rooms 
•Garage#Double Glazing 
•Gas Central Heating#DHSS Accepted 

£450 PCM 



Chantry Avenue 
Bloxwich 

• Two Bedroom Semi 

• Lounge#Kitchen#Downstairs W.C. 

• Sun Room#Family Bathroom#Front & Rear Gardens 

• Off Road Parking# DFISS Accepted 


Revival Street 
Bloxwich 

• Two Bedroom Terrace 

• Close to Bloxwich Town Centre#Two Reception 
Rooms 

• Fitted Kitchen#Family Bathroom#Rear Garden 

• DHSS ACCEPTED 


£450 PCM 


£450 PCM 


Deermead Court 


> Two Bedroom Apartment 

> One Reception room 
I En-Suite 

» Double Glazing#Heating 
»Off Road Parking 
I Sorry No DHSS 


£425 PCM 


Blakenall Heath & Guild Court 
Walker Road 

• Two bedroom Apartments 

• Fitted Kitchen • Large Lounge 

• Double Glazing • Central Heating 

• Allocated Parking # DHSS Accepted 


From £400 PCM 


High Street 
Bloxwich 

• One & Three Bedroom Flats 

• Large Lounge# Kitchen with intergrated cooker 

• Double Glazing# Electric Heating 

• Off Road Parking# DHSS Accepted 


From £400 PCM 


Harrison Street 
Bloxwich 

• One and Two Bedroomed Flats 

• Lounge#Fitted Kitchen 

• Double Glazing 

• Electric heating 

• DHSS Accepted 


From £300 PCM 


View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com 

Call for your Free Valuation 


Brownhills 
Cannock 
Great Barr 


Lichfield 
Milton Keynes 
Stafford 
Sutton Coldfield 


Tamworth 

Wednesbury 

Wolverhampton 

Walsall 
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Willcnhall 
01902 631151 

Wednesfield 
01902 732324 

Tipton 

0121 520 2255 

Wednesbury 
0121 505 1818 

Bilston 

01902 353578 
Sedgley 

01902 686868 



WALSALL 

SILVERSTONE CLOSE, OFF POPLAR AVENUE 

* Extended detached properly on large * Fitted kitchen with integrated appliance: 

comer plot * Gas central heating, double glazed 

* Quiet cul-de-sac location windows 

* Four bedrooms * Enclosed rear gardens 

* Three reception rooms * Ample oil road parking 

WAS £169,995 NOW £164,950 PART EXCHANGE CONSIDERED 



SHORT HEATH, WILLENHALL 

THE COPPICE 

★ Traditional style detached bungalow in cul-de-sac position * uPVC double glazed conserve^ 

★ Two bedrooms ★ Fitted kitchen 

★ Gas central heating, uPVC double glazing * Generous established rear garden 

★ Lounge and dining room ★ Viewing essential 

WAS £159,995 NOW £150,995 NO CHAIN 


WILLENHALL 

CHATSWORTH CLOSE 

k End town house style property ★ Generous rear garden 

★ Three bedrooms ★ 19ft through lounge 

★ Gas central heating ★ Cul-de-sac position 

k Majority uPVC double glazing * Ideal first time buy 

WAS £110,000 NOW £99,950 - NO CHAIN 



WILLENHALL 

RAVENSBOURNE GROVE 

* Pleasantly appointed end town * uPVC double glazed conservatory 

house style property * Fitted kitchen inc. oven and hob 

* Two bedrooms * Allocated parking space 

+ Gas central heating * Ideal first time purchase, viewing 

* uPVC double glazing recommended 

WAS £97,500 NOW £94,995 





COPPICE FARM ESTATE, WILLENHALL 

HEBDEN GROVE 

★ Spacious modern style detached residence ★ Conservatory 

★ Four bedrooms ★ Through reception hall 

★ En-suite shower room ★ Garage and block paved driveway 

★ Lounge and dining room ★ Refitted bathroom 

WAS £224,995 NOW £219,995 



SUMMER HAYES 

WOBURN AVENUE 

★ An attractively appointed detached bungalow ★ Gas central heating 

★ Popular Summer Hayes location ★ Double glazing 

★ Cul-de-sac position ★ uPVC double glazed conservatory 

★ Two bedrooms (potential to convert to three) ★ Garage and ample off road parking 

WAS £184,950 NOW £176,500 



NEW INVENTION, WILLENHALL 

SANDLAND ROAD 

... - - tioi 
ee bedrooms 

* Lounge and dining room * Large rear garden 

* Gas central heating * Internal viewing 

* Majority uPVC double glazing recommended 

WAS £109,500 NOW £102,000 



BENTLEY, WALSALL 

WREXHAM AVENUE 

★ Traditional style bay ★ Two reception rooms 

fronted semi * Upstairs bathroom 

★ Three bedrooms . . 

★ Gas central heating * Pleasant gardens 

★ uPVC double glazing ★ No upward chain 

WAS £84,950 NOW £79,995 



WILLENHALL 

BILSTON LANE 

* Spacious traditional style extended * Majority double glazing 

detached family residence + Spacious extended dining kitchen 

* Pleasantly appointed accommodation * Generous rear garden with limber 

* Gas central heating * Garage and driveway 

WAS £159,995 NOW £157,500 



WILLENHALL 

BIRCHFIELDS ROAD 

* Detached bungalow in * UPVC double glazed windows 

delightful location off Broad * 20ft front lounge/dining room 
Lane South * Bathroom with shower 

* Two bedrooms * Integral garage 

* Gas central heating * Pleasant gardens 

WAS £174,950 NOW £173,500 



NEW INVENTION, WILLENHALL 

LICHFIELD ROAD 

★ Delightful extended ★ uPVC double glazing 
detached bungalow ★ Extended kitchen and 

★ Two bedrooms dining room 

★ Two reception rooms ★ Garage and carport 

★ Gas central heating ★ Pleasant gardens 

WAS £210,000 NOW £199,950 



61 MARLBOROUGH STREET 

★ Top floor two bedroom flat * Fitted kitchen inc. oven and hob 

★ Convenient to Bloxwich town * Bathroom with shower 

centre * Security intercom system 

* Gas central heating system * Communal parking and 

* Majority double glazing gardens 

WAS £69,950 NOW £64,950 



LINCOLN AVENUE 

* Spacious much improved semi- ★ Two reception rooms 

detached property * Upstairs bathroom with • 

* Three bedrooms * Fitted kitchen inc. oven c 

* Gas central heating hob 

* uPVC double glazed windows * Pleasant gardens 

WAS £135,995 NOW £127,950 


SHORT HEATH 

WOODSIDE WAY 

k Pleasantly appointed semi in popular dishwasher 

Woodbnds development * Filled bathroom and white suite 

* Two bedrooms * Rear garden with woodland view 

* Refitted kitchen inc. oven, hob and * Viewing essential 

WAS £129,995 NOW £124,995 


WILLENHALL 

LEA VIEW, OFF FIVEFIELDS ROAD 

Traditional style three semi * Two reception rooms 
detached properly in popular * Garage and off road parking 
location^ * Generous established rear garden 

External double glazed windows * No related chain 

£125,000 NO CHAIN 


OFF STROUD AVENUE, WILLENHALL 

FURZEBANKWAY 

* Pleasantly appointed town house style * Upvc double glazed windows 

properly in popular location * Fitted dining kitchen 

* Three bedrooms, currently converted into two * Bathroom with white suite and shower 

* Gas central heating * Garage in block to side 

£105,000 


(W rightmove 

* The UK’s number one property \ 


co.ul 
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WOODSIDE WAY 

* Semi detached bungalow in * Garage and ample off road 

popular woodlands development parting 

* TWO BEDROOMS * Pleasant garden with woodland 

+ Gas central heating rear aspect 

™ * 18ft front lounge * No related chain 

£119,950 OFFERS 


WILLENHALL 

CADNAM CLOSE 

* Three bedroom double fronted detached family residence * Conservatory 

* Potential to extend to the side elevation (subject to * 16ft dining kitchen 

planning regulations) * Sizeable double width garage and ample parking 

* Gas central heating, double glazing * Internal viewing recommended 

£159,950 OFFERS 


SHORT HEATH 

POOLES LANE 

* Deceptively spacious extended traditional style detached ★ UPVC double glazed conservatory 

bungalow * Large 16ft rear lounge and additional dining ar 

* Three bedrooms ★ Generous lawned rear garden 

* Gas central heating, UPVC double glazed windows * Ample off road parking for several vehicles 

srb refitted luxury bathroom ★ Viewing essential 



WILLENHALL 

NOOSE LANE 

* Three bedroom end town * Lounge and dining kitchen 

house style properly ★ Downstairs wc 

* Gas warm air central heating * Internal viewing 

* UPVC double glozed windows recommended 

* Reor garage Ideal first time buy or buy to let 

£79,950 No Chain 


WILLENHALL 

MEMORIAL CLOSE 

+ Pleasantly appointed modern style semi ★ Fitted breakfast kitchen inc oven and hob 

* Cul-de-sac position * Ample off road parking 

* Two bedrooms * PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED FOR A SIDE 

* Gas central heating, UPVC double glazed windows TWO STOREY EXTENSION 

£109,500 OFFERS 


WILLENHALL 

VAUGHAN ROAD 

Much improved town house style property ★ Gas central heating 
Two bedrooms ★ UPVC double glazed windows 

Superb upvc double glazed conservatory ★ Block paved driveway 
Refitted kitchen and bathroom ★ Viewing essential 

£109,950 



* Spacious extended 
traditional style semi 

* Pleasantly appointed 
throughout 

* Generous corner posi 


ALTON AVENUE 


Three bedrooms 
Two reception rooms 
Garage and ample parking 
★ 16ft fitted dining kitchen 
osition ★ Internal viewing essential 

£139,950 


WANTED 


SUMMER HAYES, WILLENHALL 

CARDIGAN DRIVE 

* Pleasantly appointed ★ Double length garage 

extended semi ★ Utility and store room 

* Three bedrooms ★ Block paved driveway 

* Gas central heating ★ 22ft extended 

* Double glazing lounge/dining room 


WANTED 


WILLENHALL 


TREETOPS DRIVE 

★ Splendidly appointed and * uPVC double glazing 
considerably improved semi ★ Refitted kitchen inc. appliances 

★ Three bedrooms ★ Refitted bathroom and shower 

★ Two reception rooms * Garage and block 

★ Gas central heating paved drive 

£139,995 Viewing Essential 


WANTED 


Mr H & Miss W 

want a two or three 
bedroom property 
near to Pool Hayes 
School, they have 
nothing to sell, price 
guide max 
£ 110 , 000 . Ref: BJ 


WILLENHALL 


HILL ROAD 

* Traditional style end town house * Fitted kitchen wi 

* UPVC double glazed conservatory * UPVC double glazed windows 

* Upstairs shower room * Block paved driveway 

£104,950 


REEDSWOOD 


ROCHESTER CROFT 

* Superbly appointed modem free bedroom semi * Excellent filed kitchen inc selected appliances 

* Extended at both ground and first floor levels * Extended lounge with adjacent study 

* Generous plot with ample parking & double & utility rooms 

garage * Generous rear garden with timber decked patio 

* UPVC double glozed conservato7 Viewing absolutely essential 

£134,950 




WILLENHALL 

DOUGLAS DAVIS CLOSE 
ly appointed ★ 18ft through lounge 

idrooms 6 F ° Perly * Bathr °° m W ' th Sh ° Wer 
ruble glazed ★ Front and rear gardens 
5 ★ Ideal first time purchase 

£87,500 



REEDSWOOD, WALSALL 


RAGSTONE CLOSE 


* An impressive modern detached tamil; 

residence in culde sac position 

* Four bedrooms 

* Master bedroom with ensuile sbower 


it Superb well equipped bled dining kitchen 
it Spacious 22ft rear lounge/dining room 
it Garage and off road parking 
it Gas central beating 
it Upvc double glazed windows 

£199,950 OFFERS 


PROPERTIES TO RENT 


CROSS STREET, WILLENHALL 

Second floor studio apartment . £295 pcm 

HIGHBURY, SCHOOL STREET, WILLENHALL 

One bedroom first floor flat . £350 pcm 

BOW STREET, WILLENHALL 

Two bedroom mid terraced cottage . £375 pcm 

PRESTWOOD ROAD, WEDNESFIELD 

One bedroom ground floor flat . £395 pcm 

LISTER STREET, WILLENHALL 

Three bedroom traditional style terrace . £425 pcm 

RAVENSBOURNE GROVE, WILLENHALL 

Three bedroom modern style semi . £450 pcm 

FARMHOUSE ROAD, WILLENHALL 

Three bedroom mid terraced house .... £490 pcm 

STROUD AVENUE, WILLENHALL 

Three bedroom mid town house . £475 pcm 

LAKESIDE CLOSE, WILLENHALL 

Three bedroom modern style semi . £575 pcm 

SILVERSTONE CLOSE, WALSALL 

Four bedroom detached . £625 pcm 

SORRY NO DHSS TENANTS ACCEPTED 


Willenhall 
01902 631151 

Wednesfield 
01902 732324 

Tipton 

0121 520 2255 

Wednesbury 
0121 505 1818 

Bilston 

01902 353578 
Sedgley 

01902 686868 


( rightmovecouk^) 

“ The UK’s number one property website J 
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Details of all our properties are 
available on our website: 

www.pauldubberley.co.uk 


r\Qi 1 1 r\ ■ inkor /m # Call Willenhall Branch on 

p auiQUDDerie y 0 i902 633323 


the estate agent 


or email: willenhall@pauldubberley.co.uk 





• 3 Bedroom Semi 

• Corner Plot 

• Reception Hall 

• Through Lounge 

OFFERS AROUND: OH QQ QQC 

Viewing: 01902 633323 A. I O <7 , 57 57 U 



• Detached bungalow 

• Sought after location 

• No upward chain 

• 2 bedrooms 

OFFERS AROUND: $>1/1^000 

Viewing: 01902633323 L I 




• Modern semi detached 

• Three bedroom 

• Sought after Location 

• Majority UPVC double glazing 

OFFERS AROUND: Cl 4Q OKfl 

Viewing: 01902 633323 A. I H <7 , 57 v/U 



• Modern detached 

• Three bedrooms 

• Guest W.C. 

• Lounge 

OFFERS AROUND: OH OO CHH 

Viewing: 01902 633323 X. I D^,3UU 



3 bedrooms 

Lounge 

Kitchen 


OFFERS AROUND: Cl R/l QQK 

Viewing: 01902 633323 Z- I OH-,5757 O 



Purpose built top floor apartment having the benefit of UPVc double glazing and close to Wil¬ 
lenhall town. Ideal for landlords or first time buyers the properly briefly comprises, reception hall, 
lounge with feature fireplace and balcony, fitted kitchen, 2 double bedrooms and bathroom with 
shower, allocated parking space and garage. VIRTUAL TOUR AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE. 

OFFERS AROUND: £>CQ QQ C 

Viewing: 01902 633323 4.057,57570 



★★★BUILDING PLOT OPEN TO OFFERS*** A rare opportunity to purchase a 
plot of land in a cul de sac with planning permission for a luxurious 3 bedroom de¬ 
tached family home (with luxurious detached homes either side) with off road park¬ 
ing at the front and the rear. To see plans and drawings contact the Willenhall office. 

OFFERS AROUND: OCQ QQC 

Viewing: 01902 633323 4.057,57570 



A superb one bedroom apartment having the benefit of no upward chain, UPVC double glaz¬ 
ing and gas central heating. This well maintained property briefly comprises, reception hall, fit¬ 
ted kitchen, attractive lounge, double bedroom, bathroom with shower and communal gardens. 

OFFERS AROUND: £>£/l QQC 

Viewing: 01902 633323 



★★VIRTUAL TOUR NOW ON OUR WEBSITE**A very well presented three bedroom mid terrace 
property having the benefit of no upward chain, gas central heating and double glazing (both where 
specified). The property briefly comprises, porch, reception hallway, lounge, L-shape kitchen/diner, 
guest W.C, conservatory, first floor family bathroom, garage and off road parking to the rear. 

OFFERS AROUND: OQQ HOH 

Viewing: 01902 633323 4.0U,UUU 



An extended three bedroom end terraced property benefiting from gas central heating, double glaz¬ 
ing and no upward chain. The property briefly comprises the following: Reception hallway, lounge, 
dining room, tilted kitchen and downstairs bathroom. On the first floor there are three bedrooms and 
a re-fitted shower room. Off road parking and rear gardens,VIRTUAL TOUR ON OUR WEBSITE. 

OFFERS AROUND: -- 

Viewing: 01902 633323 


£84,950 



A refurbished and upgraded 3 bedroom end of terrace family home having the benefit of 
UPVC double glazing, gas central heating and no upward chain. This splendid property briefly 
comprises, lounge with feature fireplace, re-fitted kitchen diner, 3 bedrooms, re-fitted family 
bathroom, rear garden and off road parking to front. VIRTUAL TOUR ON OUR WEBSITE 

OFFERS AROUND: PI C\A Q^O 

Viewing: 01902 633323 4.1 


IF YOU ARE THINKING OF 
SELLING IN 2011 
INSTRUCT US IN 
JANUARY FOR SPECIAL 
OFFER ON SALES FEES 



A three bedroom middle terrace family home having the benefit of gas 
central heating, part UPVC double glazing and no upward chain. The 
property briefly comprises, reception hall, lounge, fitted kitchen, 3 bed¬ 
rooms, family bathroom, rear garden and off road parking to the front. 

OFFERS AROUND: QQQ QCQ 

Viewing: 01902 633323 1.00, <7 JU 



eft of a fled intruder alarm, double glazing, gas central heating and no upward chain. At the 50)1 part buy 50% 
part rent scheme this good size home briefly comprises, reception hall, lounge, fitted kitchen diner, guest W.C, 3 
bedrooms (master with ensuite shower room), family bathroom, front and roar gardens, of road parking and garage. 


OFFERS AROUND: £>OC HOH 

Viewing: 01902 633323 LDJ,UUU 



AS DUE TO HIGH DEMAND 
MORE PROPERTIES URGENTLY 
REQUIRED WITH BUYERS WAITING IN 

WILLENHALL, WALSALL 
AND WEDNESFIELD AREAS 




location. The property benefits gas central heating and central heating and has accommodation to 


munal entrance wun intercom, recepuon hall, lounge, fitted kitchen, two bedrooms, bath¬ 
room with shower and communal gardens. VIRTUAL TOUR AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE. 

OFFERS AROUND: OCQ QQC 

Viewing: 01902 633323 4.057,57570 


the property should contact Paul Dubberley & Co. 14 New Road, 
Willenhall, VW13 2BG 01902 633323 before exchange of contracts. 

OFFERS AROUND: 077 QCf| 

Viewing: 01902 633323 4- • ' ,5700 


CALL NOW FOR FREE VALUATION 


galow furtha comprises, pach. lounge, sitbng room, ro-led kf chen diter, uhlty room. 2 double bettoms leivsiile shower room to master), good size roar garrten 
over looking fields, attractive frontgarden, garage and of road parking for several vehicles. THIS PROPEFJY SIMPLY MUST BE VffiD. (VIRRIALTOUR ONUNE) 

OFFERS AROUND: OQOQ HOH 

Viewing: 01902 633323 LO^U,UUU 


comprise, reception hall, 22ft lounge, dining room, recently re-fitted kfchen, utility room, 3 bedrooms, 
family bathroom, enclosed rear garden and of road parking to the front.VIRTUALTOUR NOW ONLINE. 

OFFERS AROUND: --- 

Viewing: 01902 633323 


parking to the front.VIRTUALTOUR NOW ONLIN 

£154,995 



Good size plot extended and improved wi further potential for extensions and possible building plot at rear (subject to 
planning permission), three bedroom end terrace family home having the benefit of UPVC double glazing and gas cen¬ 
tral heating. The property briefly comprises, porch, reception hall, lounge, dining room, conservatory, fifed kitchen, util¬ 
ity area, downstairs shower room / W.C, 3 bedrooms, family bathroom and good size rear gardens with access for vehicles. 

OFFERS AROUND: PI AA QQC 

Viewing: 01902 633323 4.1 HH,57570 



A three bedroom middle terrace family home having the bene¬ 
fit of UPVC double glazing, gas central heating and no upward 
chain. The property briefly comprises, lounge, dining room, fit¬ 
ted kitchen, 3 bedrooms, family bathroom and rear garden. 

OFFERS AROUND: f>(5/1 QCfj 

Viewing: 01902 633323 4.QH, 57 O U 



We advise that an offer has been made for the above property in the sum 
of £40,000. Any persons wishing to increase on this offer should notify the 
agents of their best offer prior to exchange of contracts. Agents address: 
14 New Road Willenhalll Agents Telephone Number: 01902 633323 

OFFERS AROUND: £>/l ~7 QCQ 

Viewing: 01902633323 , 57 O U 



majority UPVC double glazing and gas central beating. Ideal for landlord or first time buyer the 
property further comprises, reception hall, fitted kitchen, lounge with French doom, 2 double 
bedrooms, family bathroom with shower, front and rear gardens, off road parking and garage. 


OFFERS AROUND: PQ/1 000 

Viewing: 01902 633323 4.57H,UUU 



ble glazing, gas central heating, fitted intruder alarm and with no upward chain. These excellent 
properties briefly comprise, reception hallway, lounge, fitted breakfast kitchen, 3 bedrooms (mas- 


OFFERS AROUND: ^QQ QQC 

Viewing: 01902 633323 1.5757,57570 



Viewing: 01902 633323 


rking S integral garage. Viewing 01902 633323 

£129,995 





ucb improved 3 bedroom modem middle terrace family home hav¬ 
ing the benefit of UPVC double glazing, gas central beating and ted intruder alarm. This well presented home on 
the much sought after Coppice Farm estate briefly comprises, reception ball, spacious lounge/diner, re-fitted kitchen, 
conservatory, 3 bedrooms, re-fitted family bathroom wi shower, front and reargardens, off road parking and garage. 

OFFERS AROUND: QH Q/l QQC 

Viewing: 01902 633323 4. I OH,57570 



Three bedroom semi detached having the benefit of UPVC 
double glazing and gas central heating. The property 
briefly comprises, reception hall, kitchen, lounge, bath- 
im, lounge, off road parking, garage and rear garden. 


,995 



• A Deceptively Spacious 2 Bedroom Semi Detached 

• Gas Central Heating 

• Double Glazing (where specified) 

• Excellent Local Amenities 

OFFERS AROUND: £>11/1 QQC 

Viewing: 0121 505 3533 A. I I H, 57 570 



1 Gas Central Heating & Double Glazing 
1 Lounge with Feature Fireplace 


•DiningRoom OFFERS INVITED 



HHVIRTUALTOUR ON OUR WEBSITEHH A rare opportunity to purchase a superb period 1 bedroom semi detached fam¬ 
ily home having the benet of UPVC double glazing, gas central heating and total refurbishment and upgrading to a high spec- 
Bcatkm. This well presented property briefly comprises, reception hall, lounge, dining room, excellent re-fitted kitchen with 
integrated appliances, 4 double bedrooms, re-fitted family bathroom and 120ft rear garden. INTERNAL VIEWING ISAMUS! 

OFFERS AROUND: P17Q QQC 

Viewing: 01902 633323 4. I l 0,575757 



Viewing: 01902 633323 


£109,995 














































































































































ft Home of Property 

ocrnecing peopfc wlh p«oper?y ■ ii m^ b w 


Walsall 


Three-bed 
for sale at 



The rear garden has a lawn, paved patio area, borders, shrubs 
and shed. 


bungalow 
£ 165,000 



A large front garden and lengthy driveway lead to a detached 
side garage. 


V iewing of a 
detached three- 
bedroomed bunga¬ 
low within easy reach of 
Walsall and Willenhall 
town centres is being rec¬ 
ommended by the selling 
agent to fully appreciate 
the size of accommoda¬ 
tion on offer. 

The property, in Arnwood 
Close, off Wolverhampton 
Road West, has gas central 


heating, double glazing, a 
detached garage, side drive¬ 
way and rear garden, and is 
on the market for £165,000 
through Fraser Wood. 

A double-glazed entrance 
door leads into a side reception 
hall with wood flooring and 
doors leading off to three bed¬ 
rooms, a bathroom and lounge. 

In the 7ft 8in x 8ft tin 
kitchen, there’s a range of fitted 
wall and base units, plumbing 
for a washing machine, gas 
cooker point, ceramic tiled 
splashbacks, a uPVC double- 


glazed window overlooking the 
rear garden and a side window 
facing the driveway. 

The lounge measures lift 4in 
x 15ft 9in with an additional 
dining area of 8ft x 7ft 8in, radi¬ 
ator, double-glazed window and 
door overlooking the rear 
garden, gas point with fire sur¬ 
round and a further door 
leading to the kitchen. 

There are three bedrooms, 
with the largest measuring 13ft 
9in x 8ft 3in and the second one 
including two built-in double 
wardrobes. The bathroom con¬ 


sists of a suite comprising a 
WC, pedestal wash basin, pan¬ 
elled bath and wood flooring. 

Outside, the property is 
approached via a large lawned 
front garden with a side drive¬ 
way providing off-road parking 
for several vehicles and leading 
to a detached side garage with 
an up-and-over door. 

A gateway leads to a rear 
garden with a lawn, paved 
patio area, borders, shrubs and 
timber shed. For more informa¬ 
tion or to arrange a viewing, 
call 01902 367367. 
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"T HENDERSON HYNES 



T~ 


www.hendersonhynes.co.uk 

01922 627100 

★ Silver Winners 2008 * 


NEW NEW NEW NEW 



CORNWALL ROAD, SOUTH WALSALL 

• Beautifully presented four bed detached 
dormer • gas c/h & upvc d/g • enclosed porch 
9 two Reception Rooms • Breakfast Kitchen 

• ground floor Bathroom and two en suites 
• driveway • Garage • Attractive rear garden 

Offers around £299,950 



CHERRY TREE AVENUE, YE 

• Beautifully presented three be 

• Gas c/h and upvc d/g • Lounge/Dii 

• fitted Kitchen 9 Conservatory 91 

Shower room 9 Upstairs Showei 
9 Driveway 9 Garden 
Offers around £149 ,91 


REDUCED REDUCED REDUCED 



FLAXHALL STREET, ALUMWELL 

9 Three bed semi 9 Offers tremendous potential 
9 Gas central heating and mainly upvc double glazing 
9 Hall 9 Lounge 9 Dining room 
9 Downstairs wc 9 Upstairs Bathroom 
9 Garage and driveway 9 Fore and rear gardens 
Offers Around £74,950 


REDUCED REDUCED RE 



HIGH VIEW, HIGHGA r 

9 Well presented two bed ground floor ap 
9 Communal Lounge and gardens 9 Suitable fc 
55 years + 9 Hall 9 Upvc d/g 9 Electric stor 
9 delightful Lounge overlooking rear gardei 
Kitchen 9 Shower room 9 Good sized commi 
Offers around £64,95 


rmj RENTAL PROPERTIES =9=i 


BIRCHILLS 

£475 PCM 

3 Bed End 

WILLENHALL 

NR. TOWN i 

Dalkeith Street 

PLECK 

Terrace 

Birch Coppice Gardens 

Dandys 

2 Bed 

Caledon Street 

£450 PCM 

4 Bed Semi 

3 Bed Te 

End Terrace 

3 Bed 

DARLASTON 

£600 PCM 

£450 P 

£395 PCM 

Semi 

Franchise Street 

LEAM0RE 

ELMSDALE 

TOWN CENTRE 

£450 PCM 

2 Bed 

Harden Road 

Birmingha 

Waterfront Way 

PLECK 

Terrace 

3 Bed Semi 

1 Bed! 

2 Bed Apartment 

Dora Street 

£430 PCM 

£495 PCM 

£395 P 


CALL US TODAY : 01922 6271 


•AUCTIONEERS 

•SURVEYORS 

•VALUERS 


MOORE 


FOR SALE BY 
PUBLIC AUCTION 

(subject to prior sale and conditions) 

To be held at 
The Crossing at St Pauls, 
Darwall Street, Walsall on 
WEDNESDAY 16th FEBRUARY 2011 
At 6.00 pm precisely 


LOT 4 ^ 

96 Walstead Road, Walsall 
Viewing Saturdays and Tuesday 15th February at 11.00 am 

Traditional styled gas 
centrally heated and 
double glazed semi 
detached residence 
offering tremendous 
scope for 
improvement. Two 
reception rooms, 
kitchen, bathroom, 
good size store room, 
| gardens. 

GUIDE PRICE &110,0004120,000 



AUCTIONEERS 

(Subject to prior sale & conditions) 



LOT 1 ^ 

14 Abbotts Street, Walsall 
Mewing Saturdays and Tuesday 15th February at 10.00 am 

A traditionally styled 
brick and tile two 
bedroom semi 
detached dwelling 
house situated close 
to Bloxwich centre 
but in need of full 
modernisation and 
improvement 
comprising lounge, 
dining room, kitchen, 
bathroom, WC, two 
bedrooms, box room, 
part double glazing 
and off street parking. 


LOT 5 

70 Lodge Road, Walsall 
Viewings Saturdays and Tuesday 15th February at 11.30am 

In need of complete 
modernisation and 
improvement, this 
traditionally styled semi 
detached resdience is 
situated in a delightful 
location and comprises:- 
Porch, Reception Hall, 
Lounge, Dining Room, 
Kitchen, Lobby with 
Boiler Room and WC, 
Three Bedrooms, 
Bathroom, Separate WC, 
Garage, Fore and Rear 
Gardens. 


^ GUIDE PRICE £150,000 PLUS J 



LOT 2 ^ 

58 Lindon Road, Brownhills 
Viewing Saturdays and Tuesday 15th February at 9.30 am 

Traditionally styled mid 


terraced residence in need 
of full modernisation and 
improvement situated 
between Walsall Wood and 
Brownhills. The 
accommodation comprises 
two reception rooms, good 
size kitchen, ground floor 
shower room, on the first 
floor: Two bedrooms, third 
bedroom accessed via 
bedroom one, off road rear 
parking, fore and rear 



gardens. 


GUIDE PRICE £45,000-£55,000 


LOT 6 

48 Cartbridge Lane, Rushall 
Viewings Saturdays and Tuesday 15th February at 9.00 am 

Ideal for a first time 
buyer or investor, this 
traditional semi detached 
residence offers gas fired 
central heating and 
double glazing and 
comprises:- Enclosed 
Porch, Reception Hall, 
Through Lounge/Dining 
Room, Kitchen, Rear 
Lobby, Side Store, Three 
Bedrooms, Re-fitted 
Bathroom, Off Street 
Parking. Fore And Rear 
Gardens. 

GUIDE PRICE £120,000 PLUS j 



01922 615222 

home 

X--*SALE 

W nf#O0* 


LOT 3 

14 Lancaster Place, Walsall 
Viewing Saturdays and Tuesday 15th February at 10.30 am 

- Ideal for a first time 
buyer or investor this 
traditional mid terrace 
■ property situated 
close to Bloxwich 
centre has gas fired 
central heating and 
part double glazing 
and comprises 
reception hall, lounge, 
dining room, kitchen, 
lobby, three 

__bedrooms, bathroom. 

GUIDE PRICE £70,000-£80,000 v 


Have you got a 
property suitable 
for selling by 
auction? 

Call us now on 
01922 615222 



Estate House, Darwall Street, Walsall WS1 IDA. Tel: 01922 615222 


www.home-sales.co.uk 


wallsales@edwardsmoore.co.uk www.edwardsmoore.co.uk 






































Page 48 WALSALL CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 27 2011 


K.Stuart Swas 


| PROPERTY AUCTIO 

NEXT SALE 

8th MARCH, 201 

Commercial and Residential Propen 
for Investment / Renovation 

Further entries invited 
Please Register for Catalogue 


2 Waterloo Road, Wolverhampt 

f01902) 710626 / 4240 


waisaii _ ft Home:: Property 



This three-bedroomed home has many attractive features, no upward chain and considerable potential. 

Detached home 
with great view 


Located in a sought after area 
with easy access to the city centre, 
this impressive detached resi¬ 
dence stands in a prominent posi¬ 
tion with a pleasant outlook and 
private rear views over woodland. 

The three-bedroomed home, in 
Henwood Road, Compton, has many 
attractive features and considerable 
potential. 

Estate agent Rees Page is managing the 
sale, inviting offers of £239,000, with no 
upward chain. 

Gas central heating is fitted throughout 
and there is uPVC double-glazing where 
mentioned. 

On approach, an attractive shaped lawn 


and paviour drive with parking for several 
vehicles leads to a two-car garage with four 
double-glazed windows, an elevating door 
and a door to the garden. 

Entering through a canopy porch, there 
is a hallway measuring 13ft 8in x 6ft, with 
wood strip flooring and pine cladding 
under the staircase. 

Measuring 6ft x 5ft 9in, the cloakroom 
has a wash basin set in a vanity unit with 
built-in cupboards and a low-level WC. 

A spacious L-shaped living room, meas¬ 
uring 19ft x 17ft, has a marble fireplace 
with flame-effect gas fire, a double-glazed 
bow window with wide display sill and a 
double-glazed picture window with central 
sliding door to the conservatory. 

With dimensions of 15ft lOin x 10ft, this 
has window blinds, a central ceiling fan, 


double-glazed windows and a sliding door 
to the garden. 

In the kitchen, measuring 10ft 5in x 10ft 
5in, there is an excellent range of base 
units incorporating a stainless steel sink 
and space and plumbing for appliances. 

Upstairs, there is a galleried landing 
measuring 12ft 3in x 6ft 3in leading to 
three large bedrooms, the second of which 
has a fitted cupboard housing the gas 
central heating unit. 

In the bathroom, a white suite comprises 
a low-level WC, panelled bath, pedestal 
wash basin and fully tiled shower cubicle. 

At the rear of the house, a private garden 
has two paved areas and pathway, a 
shaped lawn with borders, a shed, external 
lighting and cold water supply. 

Contact the agent on 01902 577775 




Chartered Surveyors 


FRASER 




Estate Agents & letting Agents 
RICS HomeBuyer Report W 


* * * 

Find a Property com 



NIGHTINGALE CRESCENT, COPPICE FARM 


• FOUR BEDROOMED DETACHED 

• EN SUITE OFF MASTER BEDROOM 

• FITTED KITCHEN & UTILITY 

• GROUND FLOOR W.C. 

• GARAGE CONVERTED TO 
OFFICE/STOREROOM 

• OFF ROAD PARKING 

OFFERS £219,950 




ll 


KEWSTOKE ROAD, WILLENHALL 

• Four Bedroomed Detached House 

• Refitted Kitchen with Granite 
worktops and integral Appliances 

• Refitted guests W.C. and Bathroom 

• Side Driveway and Garage 

• Fore and Rear Gardens 

• UPVC double glazing and Gas central 
Heating 

OFFERS £209,950 



ST GEORGES STREET, DARLASTON 

• Three Bed Semi-Detached 

• Central Heating & Double Glazing 

• Wide Reception Hall 

• L-Shaped Lounge/Dining Room 

• Integral Garage 

OFFERS £119,950 



ROSEWOOD DRIVE,COPPICE FARM 

• Two Bedroomed Semi Detached 

• Double Glazing and Gas Cental 
Heating 

• Lounge 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Fore and Rear Garden 

• Off Road Parking 

OFFERS £109,950 


dlNHfSn < 


Happy B'rtUas! 

FRASER WOOD 

WILLENHALL 


To twlobrtilw ihv 


* tyeatof of w bfincfc it Vtr 

UNf MUD W'.lfNHAil, fam* v* • 

25% DISCOUNT 

on til mw iMlttckM* dutUg tfa r*a»l% Fceuorf 


ARNWOOD CLOSE, WALSALL 

• Three bedroomed Detached 
Bungalow 

• UPVC double glazing and Gas central 
heating 

• Lounge and Dining Room 
•Garage 

•Front and Rear Gardens 
•Off road Parking 

OFFERS £165,000 



Jar in no* ilM yet' 

FREE MARKET APPRAISAL 

and htaajvartage of this special ofter 



COTSWOLD GROVE, COPPICE FARM 


• 70% shared ownership Contact us for 
Information 

• Two Bedroomed Bungalow 

• Lounge 

• Kitchen 

• Bathroom 

• Attractive communal Gardens 

• communal parking 

OFFERS £99,950 for a 70% Share 




GREENHILL CLOSE, WILLENHALL 


• Link detached house 

• Three bedrooms 

• Popular area close to Summer Hayes 

• Central heating and double glazing 

• Garage 

• Gardens front and rear 

OFFERS £139,950 



COBDEN STREET, DARLASTON 

• Spacious Mid Terraced House 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Ground Floor Bathroom 

• Basement Cellar 

• In need of Refurbishment 

OFFERS £59,950 


www.fraser-wood.co.uk 

60 High Road, lane Head, Willenhall WV12 4JQ 
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IV Home of Property 

£50,000 loans made 
to aid local parents 


Parents looking to put down a 
deposit to help their children buy a 
new home from Barratt West Mid¬ 
lands will now be able to apply for an 
unsecured personal loan of up to 
£50,000 from Hitachi Capital (UK) 
PLC, it has been announced. 

The tie-up means that for the first 
time parents can borrow the money to 
help their children onto the property 
ladder without either having to re¬ 
mortgage or put a second charge on 
their own homes. 

The product is the only of its kind 
currently on the market and is specifi¬ 
cally designed to address current 
mortgage restrictions. 

Significant numbers of creditworthy 
first-time buyers are largely depend¬ 
ent on parental support because they 
do not have the 20 or 25 per cent 
deposit which lenders now require. 

But many parents — who regard 
home ownership for their children as a 
sensible medium-term investment — 
are often reluctant to fund a deposit if 
any loan has to be secured against the 
principal family property. 

Under the Hitachi Capital loan 
scheme, the typical buyer will only 
need to raise a deposit of five per cent. 

An 80 per cent mortgage is available 
from a number of High St lenders. 

And the remaining 15 per cent of the 
purchase price can be met through an 
unsecured loan from Hitachi Capital 
(UK) PLC to the buyer’s parents or 
legal guardian. 

Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC is offering 
unsecured loans of up to £50,000 for a 
period of 12 years at a fixed rate of 5.4 
per cent. 

There are no early repayment 
charges and unlimited overpayments 
are allowed at any time during the 
agreement without penalty. 

Graydon Worthing, sales director of 
Barratt West Midlands, says: “This 
product is ideal for parents who have 
sufficient income to service a loan but 
no available capital. 

“It may also suit people who have 
capital which is tied-up and which 
they do not want to access in the short¬ 
term.” 

Gerald Grimes, managing director 


of Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC, says: 
“This innovative Barratt loan gives 
parents an affordable option to 
support families getting on the 
housing ladder without dipping into 
hard earned savings.” 

Parents or former guardians who 
wish to assist their children with a 
home purchase from Barratt West 
Midlands will be eligible for the loans. 

Applicants must be UK residents, 
homeowners and have a good credit 
history. 

Developments featuring this offer 
from Barratt West Midlands in the 
Black Country include:The Bridles, 
Bell Lane, Bloxwich, WS3 2JW. Tel: 
01922 497 516 

The Bridles offers a selection of one- 
bedroom apartments priced from 
£99,950 and two-, three- and four- 
bedroom houses priced from £144,950. 

Canal Walk, Purlin Wharf, Off Hale¬ 
sowen Road, Dudley, DY2 9PQ. Tel: 
01384 411 538 

Canal Walk has just two, two- 
bedroom apartments remaining 
priced from £ 109,995 for January only. 

Dukes Park, Constantine Way, 
Bilston, WV14 8GX. Tel: 01902 491 
221 

Dukes Park has a selection of two-, 
three-, four- and five-bedroom houses 
priced from £138,250. 

Fordbrook Court, Station Road, 
Rushall, WS4 1ES. Tel: 01922 721 873 

Fordbrook Court offers a selection of 
two- and three-bedroom houses priced 
from £139,950. 

Fox Walk, Foxoak Street, Cradley 
Heath, B64 5DF. Tel: 01384 411538 

Fox Walk offers a single two- 
bedroom apartment priced at 
£119,950 and a selection of three- 
bedroom houses priced from £139,950. 

Fusion, Sun Street, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, WV1 1AA. Tel: 01902 451 396 

Fusion offers a selection of one- and 
two-bedroom apartments priced from 
£91,950. 

For more information, contact the 
sales office open daily from 10am to 
5pm or call the sales hotline on 0844 
811 9933 open seven days a week from 
8am to 9pm or go to www.bar- 
ratthomes.co.uk 


BIGWGOD 


CHARTERED SURVEYORS 
[j AtKT.ORsl 


BONO WOLFI 


Properties for Auction 
Immediate Exchange of Contracts 
Completion within 28 days 

For A Free No Obligation 
i Auction Appraisal 

Telephone ^ 

Ron Darlington 

07830 375 823 
^or (0121) 456 8800 


PROPERTY 

AUCTION 


IlKOOkl.\N 


T«l »1«21 lit 


Brookland Auctioneer's Invite 
you to a 

FREE NO OBLIGATION 
Property Appraisal 

Lots invited for 
our forthcoming 
Auction 


Call 01922 615980 

Mobile: 07561 578865 


NEVER UNDER ESTIMATE 

THE POWER OF SMALL 

ClaHtfWd edverls might be small, but they pack » Pig punch. 

For aa 1 1 tile aa C26 par week, you can promote your buslneea 
to the largest audience in the Midlands 

That a a staggering 650,000 local people eacn wr««k. 

Give us a call — we think you’ll be knocked out by this impact. 


classified 

There a notftijrttj irAce ft for Ouyfrrg and seeing 




01902 31-7878 

Express & Star 
The Chronicle 
wwwexpres.' 



01922 632563 

www.asrproperties.eo.uk 



WILLENHALL 
TEMPLE ROAD 

• Part-Furnished two bedroom modern looking me 
sionette Washing Machine 

• Double Glazed 

• Roadside Parking 

• Part-Furnished First Floor 
£350pcm 


WALSALL 
MARTON COURT 

• Unfurnished one bedroom 

apartment 

• Located on the First floor 

£375 


TIPTON 

ANDERSON GARDENS 
★★★★ 25% OFF FIRST MONTHS 
RENT ONLY ★★★★ 
Unfurnished two bedroom flat, 
Available now 
£395pcm 


WALSALL 

WOODCROFT COURT 
9 Unfurnished one bed apartment 
e Secure parking 
t Gas central heating 
e Open plan lounge to kitchen 
t Double glazing 

£400PCM 



WALSALL 
FLORENCE ROAD 
e Two bedroom house 
a Double Glazing # Gas Central Heating 
e Two reception rooms 

# Fitted Kitchen 

# Downstairs bathroom 

£400pcm 


HEREFORD 

WALSALL 

a Unfurnished two bedroom house 

• Two reception rooms 

a Kitchen with most appliances 
a Gas central heating 

• Double glazing. 

£400 pem 



WALSALL 

WOODCROFT COURT 
I Unfurnished One bed apartment 
I Ground floor with Double glazing 
I Gas central heating 
» Open plan lounge to kitchen 
t Bathroom with electric shower 
► Secure parking 

£400 pem 



WEDNESBURY 
MONARCH COURT 

# Unfurnished Two bed Apartment 

# Bathroom with shower 

# Electric heaters 0 Oven & Hob 

# Fridge/freezer 

# Washer 

£425 pem 


TIPTON 

PARK GATE MEWS 
a Unfurnihsed one bedroom apart- 

a Most kitchen appliances 
a Double glazing 9 Storage heating 
•Off road parking. 

£425pcm 


THE AVENUE 
WALSALL 

• Unfurnished two bedroom apartmer 
0 Situated in Darlaston 

• Fitted kitchen with some appliances 

• Open plan lounge/dining area 

• Double glazing • Electric heating 
aSecure entry 0 Private parking 

£440 pern 


WALSALL 
ASHDOWN GROVE 
9 Unfurnished two bedroom appart- 

9 Gas central heating 

9 Double glazing • Washer/dryer 

•Fridge/freezer 

£450ptm 


ASR PROPERTIES 

LANDLORDS 
URGENTLY 
REQUIRED 
All types of 
properties 
required 
CALL US TODAY 


Iasr 




BLOXWICH 
WALKER ROAD 

I Unfurnished two bedroom 
apartment 
I Double glazing 

► Gas centtral heating 

► Washer/Dryer 

£450pcm 



TELFORD 
MILL BANK 

• Unfurnished two bed flat is availble to let now 

• First floor • Double bedroom 

• Single bedroom • Electric heating 

• Separate lounge to the kitchen 

£450 pem 



WALSALL 
ASHDOWN GROVE 

# UnFurnished two bedroom apartment 

# Double glazing 0 Gas central heating 
0 Fitted kitchen appliances 

0 Master bedroom ensuite 
#Allocated parking is available. 

£450 pem 


WELL LANE 
WALSALL 

•Unfurnished Three Bedroom Semi Detached House 
•One double •Two medum bei 
•Two reception rooms •Large conservatory 
•Bathroom with a shower ^Downstairs W.C 
•NO appliances. 

£495 pern 


PLECK ROAD 
WALSALL 
•Unfurnished 3 bedroom mid terrace 
•One large reception room *Gas hob/electric oven 
•Upstairs family bathroom *Reor garden 
•Gas Central Heating • Double Glazing 
• Housing benefits accepted. 

£500 pem 



FERGUSON DRIVE 
TIPTON 

• Unfurnished two bedroom appartment 

• One reception room 

• Two good double sized bedrooms 

• Fitted beech effect kitchen • Cooker 

• Fitted bathroom • Economy 7 storage heaters 

• DG *Two allocated parking spaces 

£500 pem 


1 67 Stafford Street Walsall WS2 8EA 



WOODRUFF WAY 
YEW TREE 

I Semi detached house 
I Good size lounge leading to 
kitchen/diner 
I Modern fitted kitchen 
• Gas cooker 

£525 pern 
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IVLAJRTIIM&CO w902 5 749io 

The UK's Nol letting agent WWW.martintO.€Om 


/ Martin & Co., UK's Number 1 Letting Agents have new ownership and have expanded 
to Walsall 

/ We are offering a fully managed fixed set up charge of £150 
/ Low monthly management fees thereafter 
/ A 0% portfolio transfer 

We offer many services such as: 

/ Tenant find only services 
/ Fully managed services 
/ Free rental guarantee 

/ Martin Patrol Student Promotion Nights in conjunction with Yates Wolverhampton for 
student properties 
/ Contents insurances 

/ We now buy and sell under market value property 

"LANDLORDS INSTRUCT MARTIN & CO. FOR DISCOUNTED 
RATES AND A HIGHLY PROFESSIONAL SERVICE" 

Contact Number: 0845 677 2002 Email Address: martin.chander@martinco.com 

★Rent Guarantee is dependent on tenants circumstances 
E&OE 
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GOLD WINNER 

www.ttt»t**9«ntofth#y«aLcom 


STUDENT HOMES 



85 Darlington Street, Wolverhampton. WV1 4EX 




Bursnips Road, Essington, 


•Unique 4 Bed Detached 
•Set In App. 4 Acres 
•Stables & Barns 
•Heated Indoor Pool 

£795,000 ONO 



Riverbank Road, Willenhall, 


• Large 4 Bed Detached House 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Large Modern Fitted Kitchen 

• Downstairs Wc / En-Suite 

• Sought After Location 

£219,995 Reduced 



Woodcommon Grange, Pelsall, 


• Extended 4 Bed Detached 

• Immaculate Throughout 

• Conservatory 

• En-Suite, Study 

• Must View To Appreciate 

£209,995 



Bloxwich Road North, Willenhall, 


• Extended 5 Bed Semi 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Modern Fitted Kitchen 

• Off Road Parking 

• Sought After Location 

£167,500 ONO 



Elunda Grove, Chasetown, 


• Three Bed Semi 

• Refurbished throughout 

• Off Road Parking 

• Must View To Appreciate 

£134,995 Reduced 



Temple Road, Willenhall, 

• Traditional 3 Bed Mid Terrace 

• Immaculately Presented 

• D/Glazing/C/Heating 

• Two Reception Rooms/Utility 

£99,995 ONO 



16 Wayside Gardens, Willenhall, 


•Extended 3 Bed Semi 
•Two Reception Rooms 
•D/Glazing/C/Heating 
•Off Road Parking/Garage 
•Great Location 

£129,995 Reduced 



Bloxwich Road, Walsall, 


• 3 Bed Terrace 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• D/Glazing, C/Heating 

• Must View To Appreciate 

£94,995 



Bickley Road, Bilston, 

• 3 Bed Semi-Detached 

• Conservatory 

• Re-Fitted Kitchen 

• Off Road Parking 

• First Time Buyer/Investment 

£84,995 ONO 



Northcroft Way, Birmingham, 



• One Bedroom Flat 

• Part Double Glazing 

• Central Heating 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Good Location 

£350 PCM 



Castle Drive, Willenhall, 

• 2 Bed Bungalow 

• D/Glazing, C/Heating 

• Off Road Parking 

• Excellent Location 

• No Dss, No Pets 

£525 PCM 



Lane Avenue, Reedswood, 



Kingsley Street, Walsall, 


JANUARY 

SALE 

RENTAL 

PROPERTIES 

REQUIRED 

&149 FINDERS FEE 

6% FOR THE FIRST 
6 MONTHS 
(8% THEREAFTER) 


• Modern 2 Bed Apartment 

• 1st Floor, En-suite 

• D/Glazing, C/Heating 

• Allocated Parking 

• Ten Minutes From City 

£595 PCM 


• 3 Bed Semi-Detached 

• Large Corner plot 

• D/Glazing, C/Heating 

• Modern Fitted Kitchen 

• Must View To Appreciate 

£525 PCM 


• 3 Bed Mid Terrace 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• D/Glazing, C/Heating 

• Rear Garden 

• Dss Welcome 

£525 PCM 


(HURRY 1 WEEK 
REMAINING) 



• Modern 2 Bed Apartment 

• Ground Floor 

• Fully Furnished 

• Allocated Parking 

• No Dss, No Pets 


£525 PCM 


• Large 1 Bed Flat 

• D/Glazing, C/Heating 

• Off Road Parking 

• Town Centre Location 

• Dss Welcome 


£350 PCM 


• One Bed Starter Home 

• Open Plan Lounge • Kitchen 

• Double Bedroom 

• Allocated Parking 

• Convenient Location 


£49,995 ONO 



Long Lake Avenue, Tettenhall, 

• Large 3 Bed House 

• D/Glazing, C/Heating 

• Large Rear Garden 

• Off Road Parking 

• Great Location 

£495 PCM 



High Road, Willenhall, 

• Commercial Unit 

• 1000 sq ft 

• Fully Refurbished 

• Roller Shutter Door 

• Parking 

£400 PCM 


w 

^ Awaiting 
Photograph 


Woodcommon Grange, Pelsall, 

• Double Room To Let 

• Within Modern 3 Bed House 

• Fully Furnished 

• Excellent Location 

• Working Female Tenant Required 

£325 PCM 


Willenhall 01902 606595 


www.prestige-estatesuk. com 
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SUBARU IMPREZA COSWORTH STIGS 400 


HQMB ‘uESu’ 


The hottest Subaru Impreza hatch offers performance to rival a supercar, says Richard M Hammond 

Cosworth to retain the bragging rights 


F or many years, Subaru 
punched well above its weight 
in the UK. 

A relatively small importer of cars to 
Britain, the Japanese four-wheel drive 
specialist was held in particularly high 
regard by performance cars fans, chiefly 
because of its Impreza WRX and STi 
saloon models. 

Boasting outrageous standard perform¬ 
ance, cutting edge drive-trains and easily 
tuned engines, these high performance 
Imprezas also offered four-door practicality, 
relatively cheap ‘bang-for buck’ purchase 
prices and the street-cred that came with an 
extensive and highly successful rallying 
history. 

More recently, Subaru has been cutting a 
lower profile. Although still a proudly niche 
manufacturer, it has been concentrating on 
its more mainstream models — the Forester 
crossover and spacious Legacy estate - while 
the high performance side of its operation has 
been gradually fading from sight, particu¬ 
larly without a manufacturer presence in the 
World Rally Championship. 

All the while, however, there have been 
Subaru WRX and WRX STi versions of the 
Impreza available. But the model has not 
proved as popular with high performance 
fans since the switch to a hatchback, rather 
than a saloon design. 

It’s a situation that has left Subaru 



The 

leather 

and 

alu¬ 

minium 

interior 


scratching its head; the UK has long had a 
love-affair with the hot-hatch, the preference 
for saloon versions of the Subaru is a curious 
occurrence. 

Subaru’s answer has been to tweak the 
line-up — offering the WRX STi model as a 
saloon to appease fans and removing the 
Impreza name from the high performance 
models, making them a sub-brand in their 
own right. But not before having one last play 
with the hatchback model. 

The Cosworth Impreza STi CS400 will 
prove a rare sight on the roads. Only 75 are 
being crafted for the UK market and with 
that exclusivity comes an exclusive price tag. 
Just shy of £50,000 in fact. That’s more than 
three and a half times the price of an entry 
level Impreza five-door. It’s hard to think of 
another model with such a gulf between the 
crucial numbers in the brochure. But then, 


it’s a very special vehicle. The Cosworth 
Impreza has not merely been breathed on by 
the high performance engineer, it’s received a 
comprehensive going over. 

Power is up 33 per cent over the (hardly 
under-powered) WRX STi. Cosworth has 
redeveloped the engine internals with high 
performance pistons built in a similar 
manner to those in the company’s FI engines, 
stronger, forged con-rods, a unique main 
bearing design, heavy-duty bolts and 
gaskets, a high-pressure oil pump, a 
redesigned exhaust and an all-new tur¬ 
bocharging system. 

The result is 395bhp from a four-cylinder 
unit. 62mph is reached in 3.7 seconds. It pips 
its nearest competitor, the Mitsubishi Evo 
FQ400, to the post, and will give a Lamborgh¬ 
ini Gallardo costing three times as much a 
run for its money. The power delivery is 


impressive. The model’s four-wheel drive 
system features a 50-50 split as default, 
launching the car with an initially startling 
ferocity. It’s a little slower to build at lower 
rpm, but from 3,500rpm the engine really 
starts to pull, whipping its way through the 
six-speed transmission in a flurry of induc¬ 
tion roar and waste-gate hiss. 

The intelligent four-wheel minimises 
wheel-spin from standing starts, but also bol¬ 
sters grip through the corners. The Impreza 
flat-four engine gets the model off to a good 
start with a low centre of gravity improving 
cornering ability. The WRX STi version 
builds on that core ability with the same 
advanced four-wheel drive system to monitor 
wheel slip. 

But the Cosworth Impreza truly exploits 
the arrangement with its huge power 
reserves and Cosworth tuned suspension 


with special Eibach springs and Bilstein 
damper inserts. It takes a lot to provoke 
under-steer; far too much corner entry speed 
to be advisable. On a demanding country 
road the nose will simply tuck in time and 
time again. On track, the Cosworth Impreza 
ought to be unshakeable. Get it wrong and 
355mm front brakes will bring the car to an 
abrupt halt. 

And, in time honoured Impreza tradition, 
all of this is delivered from a practical, 
useable base. Fuel economy is actually not 
too frightening; the five-door layout with a 
decent boot is in place. Inside is a slightly 
more lavish interior with leather bucket 
seats and aluminium, but nothing to make 
popping to the supermarket an ordeal. Sure, 
interior quality is not up there with high per¬ 
formance Audis or BMWs that will cost 
similar sums - and the steering could be con¬ 
sidered a little light at speed although this 
makes it better around town - but the Subaru 
will retain bragging right in terms of per¬ 
formance. 

Even the ride is surprisingly comfortable, 
for a car with so much pent-up aggression at 

FACTS AT A GLANCE: STi CS400, 
£49,995. Engine: 2.5-litre diesel unit develop¬ 
ing 395bhp and 4001b/ft.Transmission: Six- 
speed manual transmission as standard, 
driving all four wheels. Performance: 
Maximum speed 155mph (electronically 
limited), 0-62mph 3.7 seconds. Economy: 
27.4mpg. C02 rating: 243g/km. 




OFF SELECTED 


VEHICLES 


WAS NOW 


SPECIALIST 

52 AUDI A41.9 TDi SPORT Black .£6499 

54 BMW 320 2.0D SE Black .£6499 

54 BMW 318 DES In Black. 

54 JAGUAR X-TYPE In Blue. 

06 JAGUAR X-TYPE CLASSIC DIESEL In Silver. 

53 JAGUAR X-TYPE 2.0 DIESEL SPORT In Blue. 

52 JAGUAR X-TYPE V6 SPORT In Black. 76k. 

02 MERCEDES ML270 CDi AUTO 98k. 

53 MINI ONE 1.6 In Bright Red, 55k miles. 

52 MINI ONE 1.6 Metallic Black. 70k miles. 

03 MINI COOPER 1.6 In Silver. 89k miles. 

51 PEUGEOT 206 COUPE CABRIOLET 2.0 SE 68k. 

53 VW BEETLE CABRIOLET 53k In Silver. 


£5999 

£5999 

£5499 

£6499 

£5999 

£5499 

£4999 

£7999 

£6499 

£5999 

£5499 

£3999 

£6499 


AUTOMATIC 

03 PEUGEOT 307 1.6 S AUTO 59k, alloys . £3499 

53 RENAULT MEGANE 1.6 DYNAMIQUE AUTO 30k.£4499 

56 VAUXHALL VECTRA 2.2 ELITE AUTO.£5699 

55 VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.9 CDTi AUTO Silver . £4999 

02 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 AUTO 44k miles . £2999 

02 VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.0 AUTO 5-dr. 58k, Alloys. £2999 

CASH OR FINANCE UP TO £0999 

57 NEW SHAPE FORD M0NDE0 ZETEC TDCi Silver .£6999 

07 FORD FOCUS ZETEC CLIMATE TDCi. £5499 

06 FORD FOCUS GHIA TDCi In Metallic Blue . £5499 

08 FORD FIESTA 1.4 TDCi STYLE 57k. Cheap Tax . £5299 


FINANCE 

Typical 4A AO/ 

SPECIALISTS 

Apr 19 . 9/0 


WAS NOW 

08 HONDA JAZZ 1.4 SE 5-dr. Bright Blue, 60k . £5999 

57 RENAULT MEGANE 1.5 DCi DYNA 50k. Metallic Grey .... £5999 

57 RENAULT MEGANE 1.5 DCi 60k. Metallic Grey . £5999 

56 RENAULT MEGANE 1.5 DCi 3-dr. In Silver, 43k . £5999 

06 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.9 CDTi 150BHP In Black . £6699 

06 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.9 CDTi SRi 160BHP In Blue . £6499 

06 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.7 CDTi ELITE In Black. 76k . £5999 

04 VOLVO S60 2.4D5SE Silver . £5999 

54 VW GOLF 2.0 TDi GT 5-dr. Metallic Grey . £5999 


CASH OR FINANCE UP TO £4999 

56 M0NDE0 2.0 TDCi GHIA Metallic Blue. 

55 FORD FOCUS TDCi ZETEC Metallic Blue. 

04 FORD FIESTA 1.6 GHIA 5-dr. In Black, 44k miles. 

55 PEUGEOT 307 HDi XSi 3-dr. Metallic Grey. 

07 RENAULT MEGANE 1.5 DCi DYNAMIQUE.£5499. 

56 VAUXHALL VECTRA CDTi DESIGN. 

56 VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.8 LIFE Black. 44k. 

55 VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.9 CDTi BREEZE Blue. 70k. 

06 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.7 CDTi CLUB Silver. 


£4999 

£4499 

£4499 

£4999 

£4999 

£4999 

£4499 

£4999 

£4499 


CASH OR FINANCE UP TO £3999 

53 CITROEN C3 1.4 DESIRE 5-dr. AC, CD, Only 33k . .. £3999 £3699 

53 CITROEN C3 1.4 DESIRE 5-dr. 66k, In Red . £2999 

03 CITROEN C5 2.0 HDi SX In Black. 79k . £3499 

54 FORD FOCUS 1.6 EDGE 3-dr. 70k miles .£3999 £3499 

05 FORD FIESTA 1.4 STYLE DIESEL 3-dr. In Silver, 72k . £3499 

53 FORD FOCUS Metallic Green . £2999 

53 FORD KA 1.6 SPORT SE 37k Blue with leather .£3499 £2999 


POOR CREDIT HISTORY 
WE WILL HELP 


WAS NOW 


04 PEUGEOT 307 2.0 HDI STYLE 5-dr. Cheap Tax .£4499 £3999 

03 PEUGEOT 206 1.4 QUICKSILVER 3-dr. 78k . £3499 

51 PEUGEOT 1.6 RAPIER Alloys, 79k, 3-dr .£3299 £2999 

51 PEUGEOT 206 1.6 ROLAND GARROS 33k miles ... £3499 £2499 

05 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.7 CDTi LIFE.£3999 

03 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 ACTIVE 5-dr. Alloys, 69k . .. £3999 £3499 
53 VAUXHALL C0RSA1.2 LIFE 3-dr. In Blue, 60k miles .£3499 


ESTATE CARS AND 4X4S 

02 MERCEDES ML270 CDi AUTO 98k. 

06 NISSAN X-TRAIL 2.2 DCi COLUMBIA.£8499 

51 FORD RANGER XLT 2.5 TD TWIN CAB 80k .£5499 

52 LANDROVER FREELANDER 2.0 TD4 ES Grey. 

07 FORD FOCUS 1.6 TDCi ZETEC ESTATE. 

53 FORD MONDEO TDCi ZETEC ESTATE Metallic Grey. 

07 VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.9 CDTi 150BHP In Silver. 

56 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.7 CDTi DESIGN In Red. 

06 VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.9 CDTi ESTATE In Grey. 

52 VOLVO V70 2.4 D5 SE AUTO ESTATE. 


£7999 

£6999 

£4999 

£5999 

£5999 

£3999 

£5999 

£4999 

£4499 

£5999 


5 / 7 SEATED MPV'S 

06 RENAULT GRAND SCENIC 1.5 DCi DYNAMIQUE ... £5499. 

53 RENAULT SCENIC 1.9 DCi PRIVILEGE Red .£4999 

02 RENAULT SCENIC 1.9 DCi EXPRESSION 62k .£3999 

07 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA1.9 CDTi LIFE Silver. 57k. 

54 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 2.0 DTi ENERGY 59k. Black. 

04 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 2.0 DTi DESIGN In Blue. 

04 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 2.0 DTi ELEGANCE Silver. 62K. 

Y VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 2.0 DTi ELEGANCE. 


£4999 

£3999 

£3699 

£6999 

£5999 

£4999 

£4999 

£2999 


CARERS/SELF EMPLOYED/PART TIME? 

UNIQUE FINANCE AVAILABLE 


AudenshawS 0121 5448847 


AH cars come with 12 months MOT and are serviced before delivery 

WOLVERHAMPTON ROAD, OLDBURY 008 4RQ, JUNCTION 2, M5 - OPPOSITE TOYS 'R' US 

Proofs Required: Driving Licence, Proof of address. Deposit may vary. A Guarantor may be required WWW.3LldGnShdWS.CO.uk J 
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Poiverecf by m&tOIS 


The new Focus will offer a blend of hi-tech features and advanced driving dynamics 



Focus goes 
to new level 


The new Ford Focus will offer the highest standards of quality and craftsmanship while boosting its renowned handling 


T he dynamic all-new Ford Focus 
comes to the UK in March, with its 
two-model line-up of sporty five- 
door hatchback and stylish five-door 
estate. 

With more than 1.4 milli on examples sold in 
Britain since its launch in 1998, the Focus has 
become a favourite with consumers for its out¬ 
standing value, comfort and safety, and for 
being fun to drive. The all-new car will also 
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Motoring 

news 


Don’t 
rely on 
instinct 
when 
buying 

BRITISH car buy¬ 
ers still rely too 
much on their‘trust 
instinct’ and fail to 
ask for bills of sale 
or service history 
documentation 
when buying a 
used vehicle. 

Many cling on to 
the idea of a ‘gentle¬ 
man’s agreement’ for 
fear of offending the 
seller when they 
should treat the 
transaction as a 
formal business 
agreement. 

Vehicle information 
expert HPI warned 
that many drivers 
were distracted by 
gadgets and a shiny 
exterior. 

But a top-of-the- 
range vehicle specifi¬ 
cation is no con¬ 
solation if it turns out 
the vehicle has been 
stolen, has outstand¬ 
ing finance against it, 
or has been clocked 
or cloned. 

Attention 

An HPI check offers 
used car buyers the 
protection they need. 

Consumer services 
manager Nicola 
Johnson said: “It is 
well known that initial 
impressions are 
formed in the first 20 
seconds of meeting, 
and it may be in the 
first 20 seconds of 
viewing a vehicle that 
a car buyer will 
decide to buy. 

“After this, all 
attention to detail 
flies out of the 
window and buying 
with the head gives 
way to buying with 
the heart. 

“All too often, used 
car buyers are taken 
in by shiny paintwork 
and a sparkling inte¬ 
rior when shopping 
for their next car, as 
this naturally sug¬ 
gests everything is in 
order. 

“However, it is 
important for buyers 
to remain neutral and 
inspect a vehicle 
carefully, as a hidden 
history can be lurking 
just beneath the 
surface.” 

The risks of not 
doing so remain sig¬ 
nificant. 

One in four cars 
checked was on out¬ 
standing finance and 
anyone who buys a 
car still on finance 
risks losing the car as 
the finance company 
owns the vehicle. 


offer the highest standards of quality and 
detailed craftsmanship, outstanding fuel 
economy, and take the legendary Focus driving 
dynamics to a new level. 

Stephen Odell, chairman of Ford of Europe, said: 
“We are very excited about introducing the new Ford 
Focus to the European market given the strong her¬ 
itage this model has here. 

“With its desirable combination of dynamic 
design, outstanding driver appeal, unmatched levels 
of technology and impressive fuel economy, we 
believe that the new car will not only delight our 
existing customers but also expand the appeal of the 
Focus brand to a whole new generation of Ford cus¬ 
tomers.” 

Developed in Europe, for sale in over 120 markets 
worldwide with 80 per cent parts commonality, the 
next-generation Focus is created from Ford Motor 
Company’s new global C segment platform. 

This platform will underpin at least 10 vehicles 
around the world and account for two million units 
of annual production by 2012. 

Focus bodystyles share a sporty and dynamic 
character, marking the next evolution of Ford’s 
acclaimed kinetic design form language, which has 
contributed to the growing popularity of the 
company’s latest small and medium global cars. 

At 1,484mm high (on 17-inch wheels), 4,358mm 
long and 1,823mm wide (without mirrors), the new 
five-door model is 16mm lower, 21mm longer and 
16mm narrower than the current Focus. Its wheel¬ 
base is 8mm longer at 2,648mm. 

The dynamic quality of the exterior is reinforced 
by the distinctive design of the interior. 

Controlling 

The new Focus has a modern, cockpit-style inte¬ 
rior incorporating Ford’s latest generation Human 
Machine Interface (HMI) system with twin five-way 
toggle switches on the steering wheel controlling the 
two main vehicle displays located in the instrument 
cluster and high in the centre of the instrument 
panel. 

When it was introduced in 1998, the original Ford 
Focus brought new levels of agility and responsive¬ 
ness to the medium hatch market and and the next- 
generation car plans to raise the benchmark once 
more. 

An advanced Torque Vectoring Control system 
fitted as standard enhances cornering stability and 
agility and Ford engineers have also retuned and 
enhanced the innovative suspension concepts, 
developing optimised new designs for the ‘Control 
Blade’ multi-link rear suspension and the semi-iso¬ 
lated front subframe. The chassis design incorpo¬ 
rates a completely new Electric Power Assist 
steering system (EPAS). 

In addition to the highly efficient petrol and diesel 
powertrain offering, the new Focus range incorpo¬ 
rates other features from the Ford ECOnetic Tech¬ 
nologies programme to help minimise fuel 
consumption and C02 emissions. 

The Focus is the first Ford model to standardise 
Auto-Start-Stop technology across a significant part 
of the range. All vehicles with the 1.6-litre Ford Eco- 
Boost petrol engine and the 1.6-litre TDCi diesel 
engine are equipped withAuto-Start-Stop, with C02 
emissions starting at just 109g/km on the diesel 
model. 

The new Focus features an innovative digital 
camera system which supports five driver assistance 
features that help deliver improved driver confi¬ 
dence and safety. 

Mounted next to the rear view mirror, the forward 
facing digital camera captures a view of the road 
ahead which is analysed by a sophisticated on-board 
computer. 

Monitor 

The information from the camera can then be used 
to support the driver by helping them to stay safely 
in lane, remain alert at the wheel, monitor the latest 
traffic signs and operate headlamp high beam. 

There are no fewer than five advanced driver 
assistance features, including Lane Departure 
Warning, which warns the driver via a vibration in 
the steering wheel if the front view camera detects 
an unintentional drift out of the lane. 

The system is deactivated at speeds below 37 mph 
so it does not interfere in urban conditions. 

The lane keeping aid extends the functionality of 
the Lane Departure Warning system by using the 
EPAS system to actively steer the vehicle back into 
the lane, rather than just triggering an alert. 

Driver Alert is a feature that detects when a driver 
is becoming tired or even falling asleep. By monitor¬ 
ing the vehicle’s position relative to the road mark¬ 
ings, the system can recognise the kind of sideways 
drifting which is typical when a driver is feeling 
drowsy or their concentration levels start to drop 
and trigger a visible and audible warning process. 

Traffic Sign Recognition, meanwhile, uses the 
digital camera to identify traffic signs on either side 
of the road and on bridges, providing the driver with 
information such as the latest detected speed limit, 
and overtaking regulations via the instrument 
cluster display. 



There are five driver assistance systems 
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NO MATTER HOW MUCH OR HOW LITTLE WE PAY 50p / Kg 

THAT MEANS WE 

WILL PAY YOU ^— 1 ——^ For Every Bag Weighing 10 Kg 

...AND YOU CAN SELL US AS MANY BAGS AS YOU LIKE! 

We wantall good quality clothing, shoes, belts, handbags and soft toys - No Bric-a-brac 
We also buy mobile phones with or without chargers 
We only use Trading Standard compliant calibrated digital scales for accuracy. 

We Now Buy Books 5p kg 


This is a new concept for collecting 
textiles where the money comes back 
to you - 

The high costs associated with traditional door to 
door collection methods mean that the charities 
that do not have their own shops (which are 
the majority of them) only benefit to the tune of 
between 20p and £1 for a 10kg bag, and much 
less for bags in clothing banks. By comparison a 
10kg bag under the Cash4Clothes scheme will 
generate £5.00. 

Door to door schemes are labour intensive and 
involve the distribution of more than a hundred 
million donation bags every year, the vast majority 
of which are thrown away unused. 


With Cash4Clothes you use any bags, and then 
just call our dedicated number to arrange a 
collection. Our collectors will weigh your bags and 
pay £0.50 per Kg for the items - this equates to 
£500 per tonne - or £5.00 for a lOKg bag. 

All clothing collected by Cash4Clothes is sold 
to importers and wholesalers in Eastern and 
Western Europe, africa and Asia for reuse as 
clothing. Regardless of whether clothes are given 
to charities , clothing banks, council collections 
or Cash4Clothes, this is where the goods are 
sold. 80% of unwanted clothing goes for reuse as 
clothes and the other 20% enters the recycling 
industry for mattress stuffing, automotive 
applications, socks, blankets and the industrial 
wiper trade. 


As a nation we throw away over 1 million tonnes 
of clothes every year and DEFRA consider textiles 
as the fastest growing item entering the waste 
stream. 

If you want to donate part or all of your proceeds 
from a Cash4Clothes collection to a charity, there 
are options on the web which enable this to be 
done efficiently - www.justgiving.com can convert 
a £10 donation into a gift of £12 to a charity of 
your choice if you are a UK taxpayer. 

DON’T THROW THAT MONEY AWAY - CALL & 
ARRANGE A COLLECTION FOR WHEN YOU 
ARE AT HOME. 


Unit 7, Buxtons, Teddesley Coppice, A34 Penkridge, ST19 5RF 

Tel : 
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SPORT 


RUGBY 

Cup triumph 
for Bloxwich 
in tight fight 

BART0N-UNDER-NEEDW00D 5 BLOXWICH 13 

On their previous visit to Barton-under- 
Needwood, Bloxwich went down in a low scoring cup 
game. 

This time, Bloxwich may have ridden their luck, 
but also forced Barton into poor play selection to gain 
a hard-earned win. 

The first 20 minutes attracted little spectator 
interest as both teams failed to threaten their oppo¬ 
sition 22 metre area. 

Bloxwich were still trying to find their rhythm 
when a lively Barton back division moved the ball 
well and went over for an unconverted try. Then a 
last ditch challenge forced a dropped ball as Barton 
missed the opportunity of a second try. 

A double digit penalty/free-kick count, for techni¬ 
cal infringements, did little to help the visitors as 
they chased the game. Forward passes and knock- 
ons added to frustration, but the resulting scrums 
were of little advantage to the home side as a full 
eight Bloxwich shove won the ball back on several 
occasions. 

Unsurprisingly, it was a Bloxwich front row, Ben 
Cartwright, who eventually levelled the try count for 
a half-time tie. 

Several times the Barton back division had time to 
run at an open field, but cover tackling ensured 
nothing came of an ever-present threat. By contrast, 
Bloxwich never moved the ball out beyond the inside 
centre and looked a little one-dimensional in their 
attack play. 

As the Bloxwich forwards adopted a tighter ‘pick 
and go’ and ‘pass back inside’ strategy, the game 
began to turn in their favour - a ploy evident in pre¬ 
vious games. This steady pressure eventually gave 
Adam Bowater the penalty opportunity to take the 
lead for the visitors for the first time. 

With ten minutes left, Bowater added a try for 
Bloxwich, but the conversion was ruled wide in a 
split decision by the touch judges. This heralded a 
flurry of attacking rugby by Barton, coming within 
inches of scoring as intense pressure failed to breach 
the braveheart Bloxwich defence. 

Intense pressure led to a Barton penalty, 10 
metres out in front of the posts. In a curious decision, 
instead of taking an easy three points and a certain 
bonus point, they opted for a quick tap penalty, 
ignored a four man overlap and were smothered by 
an eager defence. 

Pressure key 
as late tries 
lift Aldridge 

ST0URP0RT 5 ALDRIDGE 32 

Aldridge always looked the team most likely to 
win this encounter but it took them a long time 
before they started to make their dominance pay. 

They’d started off well enough and after resisting 
the home side’s initial flourish from the kick off, the 
forwards took one against the head and then swiftly 
fed blind side winger Adam Reed who made good 
ground to score in the corner. 

This was consolidated with a penalty from scrum- 
half Chris Jones five minutes later. Despite having 
most of the possession and the territory there was a 
lack of incisiveness about the visitors’ play and it 
was not until midway through the second half that, 
with a flurry of three tries within five minutes, they 
finally put the match to rest. 

Jones went over close to the posts after the for¬ 
wards had won a scrum against the head. A couple 
of minutes later, a good break by flanker Ben Pittam 
released Reed, who still had a lot to do before getting 
his second score of the afternoon. 

Then Jones clinched the bonus point with his 
second touchdown - in the corner following up some 
interplay between flanker Richard Tipton and No 10 
Nick Raybould. 

With the home side’s resolve rapidly dissolving 
from this onslaught, the Aldridge pack once more 
drove on, prop Alex Reed got to the line, slipped the 
ball to No8 Terry Gibbs who touched down close to 
the posts. 

Jones converted two. Some over elaboration and a 
dropped pass at the end was seized upon by Stour- 
port full-back Mark Farrell who ran the length of the 
field for a consolation try. 


BLOXWICH UTD 


Two-goal United 
fall to Torpoint 

BLOXWICH UNITED 2 TORPOINT ATHLETIC 3 

The Red Lions went out of the Carlsberg F.A Vase 
after surrendering a two goal lead against Cornish 
side Torpoint. 

The home side started the game well and took the 
lead in the 12th minute when Gary Barton headed 
home from an Adam Simkiss corner.Torpoint should 
have equalised minutes, later but their forward shot 
wide when clean through. 

Bloxwich missed a great chance to double the lead 
when Leon Taylor shot straight at the keeper after 
he robbed a defender of possession in the 26th 
minute before Tony Simkiss made an excellent save 
to deny Torpoint and keep Bloxwich in front late in 
the first half. 

Good play in midfield between Carl Morris and 
Lewis Perry early in the second half enabled Taylor 


Tough Walsall cling on to win by single point 


A sudden overnight frost meant that Walsall were forced 
to postpone another league match — the fifth so far this 
season. They travel to play Halesonians this Saturday,and 
will now most probably be involved in regular league games 
until the end of the season. 

The weather improved enough for some important junior 
matches played on Sunday. 

WALSALL 8 LICHFIELD 7 U17S 

Walsall again booked their place in the County Cup final 
with a thrilling match against Lichfield on Sunday. This was 
a tense game from start to finish. 

Ben Tipson opened the scoring for Walsall with a well 
struck penalty 30 metres out. 

Both teams then set about trying to control the game, but 
neither could get the upper hand leaving the score at 3-0 to 
the home side at half time. 

Walsall then gave themselves a little breathing space 
when Max Hughes and Seb Green linked well with Hughes 
finally going over for the try. 

A brilliant solo effort by Lichfield's Maxwell-Keys saw him 
dive over for a try in the corner which he then converted from 
the touchline bringing the score to 8-7. 

This proved to be the final score, as the teams locked horns 
for the final minutes, but neither were able to penetrate 


WILLEN HALL TOWN 


some great defending. Walsall will now face Wolverhampton 
in a repeat of last year's final, which will be played at 
Stafford Rugby Club on Sunday, February 13, 1.30pm kick¬ 
off. Last year it ended with Walsall losing 17-12. 

Last Sunday’s win over Lichfield also puts Walsall into the 
national knockout competition as Staffordshire representa¬ 
tives. 

STAFFORD 0 WALSALL 30 U15S 

Walsall travelled to Stafford for their first match in ten 
weeks to face a team which had beaten them on the previous 
eight occasions. But the visitors produced a superb perform¬ 
ance, and at times, completely outplayed a strong Stafford 
team. 

Although facing a bigger pack, Walsall managed to turn 
the ball over and run it wide whenever possible. The hosts 
were outpaced by the speed and agility of Walsall backs, who 
showed great support play. 

The home team made several breaks, but thanks to some 
fearless tackling could not reach the Walsall line. T 

Try scorers were Rory Newall (2), Ummar Kasujee (2) 
Connor Muldowney and,Lewis Easthope. Rory Newall, as 
well as scoring two good tries, showed some sparkling 
running skills, while Zach Bland was always keen to set a 
fine example in the forward battles. 



Max Hughes goes over for Walsall’s try against Lichfield. 


Sub’s cracker fails to 
save Town’s battlers 


CAUSEWAY 3 WILLENHALL TOWN 1 

Causeway United climbed up to fourth 
in the Midland Alliance following this win 
over Willenhall. 

The visitors found themselves under pres¬ 
sure straight from the kick-off as they con¬ 
ceded a penalty after just six minutes when 
Causeway striker Danny Jones was floored by 
Matthew Dorgan. 

Aaron Lloyd’s spot-kick was denied by visiting 
keeper Liam Flynn, who guided the ball around the 
post and out for a corner. 

However, from the resulting corner, the ball found 
Jones at the far post and he forced it home. The Wil¬ 
lenhall management were then forced into a double 
change, because of injuries, with Craig Oldfield and 
Dean Williams replacing Dorgan and Jamie Fisher. 

United found visiting keeper Flynn in fine form as 
he denied efforts from Lloyd, Ben Stretton and Jones 
in what was a one-sided first half. 

And Lloyd could only watch in disbelief as his 
close-range header was cleared off the line by Dan 
Grizzle on 26 minutes. 

At the other end, keeper Todd Henderson was 
rarely troubled, although his services were called 
upon two minutes before the break when he was 
tested by Willenhall captain Mitch Fellows who was 
denied at full-stretch. 


PELSALL VILLA 


Villa crash out as unlucky 
deflection decides cup tie 



Danny Jones puts Causeway in front from a corner 

Within 14 seconds of the restart, a Ricky Nicholls 
through ball again found Fellows, whose lighting 
strike was inches wide of the home goal. 

It was clear that the Lockmen were up for the fight 
as they came out a very different side. 

Four minutes later, with United under pressure, 
substitute Williams intercepted a Sam Beasley 
back-pass and, from the edge of the box, he beat Hen¬ 
derson with a superb curling effort. 

The game became an-end-to-end affair with the 
visitors almost taking the lead when, on 65 minutes, 
a Tobias Salmon through ball found Fellows. His 
shot, however, beat Henderson but flashed past the 
post. 

The visitors were punished, two minutes later, 
when United’s Stretton brought the home fans to 
their feet with a thunderous strike which gave Flynn 
little chance. 

Now back in front, United pressed forward and 
Jones was unfortunate to see his close-range effort 
forced wide by Andre Calder following a good solo 
run from the halfway line. 

The game was put to bed, 13 minutes from time, 
when a cross from the left found its way into a 
packed Willenhall area, and the ball was scrambled 
home by Will Tibbetts. 


to break clear, but his shot went past the post and 
into the side netting. Richard Joyce and Karl 
Edwards both went close and John Freeman forced 
a good save from the visiting keeper as Bloxwich 
looked to double their lead midway through the half. 

Leon Taylor headed home the second from a John 
Walker cross on 65 minutes as Bloxwich looked to be 
moving into the next round. 

Torpoint were handed a lifeline with just 12 
minutes left as they broke away to score, and 
equalised jn the 84th minute from a dubious penalty 
when Walker was adjudged to have handled in the 
box. 

The game looked to be heading for a replay until 
Torpoint broke away and snatched the winner in the 
last minute to complete a remarkable comeback and 
move into the next round. 


Les James Memorial Challenge 
Cup 

An own goal after 22 minutes 
was enough to decide this cup tie. 
But make no mistake, the first 
division promotion hopefuls were 
well worth the victory. 

Villa won a left wing corner 
after just two minutes, the ball 
was delivered into the box and a 
scramble developed, four shots 
were charged down and the ball 
was finally hacked clear. 

On nine minutes, a free kick on 
the right was played across the 
face of the Villa box to find Tom 
Elder, and his low drive well 
taken by Chris Collins. 

Elliot Nash won a left wing 
corner in the 16th minute and 
Karl Hooper powered a header 
over. 

Back came Villa with a superb 
move started by Andrew Bentley, 
who found Jon Littler. He played 
the ball inside to Scott Chapman, 
who found Bentley again, and a 
neat ball set up Sam Collins to 
hit a first time effort inches wide. 

On 22 minutes, Nash raced 
away on the left, cut inside, and 
his low cross was turned into his 
own net off the shin of a defender. 

The goal unsettled Villa and a 
minute later Josh Ferran raced 
on to a ball over the top, and 
Collins saved Villa with a brave 
full length save. 

With 32 minutes gone, Nash 


EARLSW00D TOWN 1 PELSALL VILLA 0 

raced into the right of the box, 
and Collins made a superb full 
length save. 

After 33 minutes, Bentley's left 
wing free kick was half cleared to 
Ryan Williams 25 yards out and 
he sent a first time effort inches 
wide. 

Back came Town, with Michael 
Taylor racing on to a through ball 
on the right of the box only to roll 
a cross shot wide on 38 minutes. 
Four minutes later he was clear 
again, this time Collins making a 
great save at his feet. 

Raced 

Villa had the last chance just 
before half time. Mark 
Wooldridge raced on to a long 
ball over the top, and as Kenny 
Sanders raced to meet him he 
fired just wide. 

At the start of the second half a 
left wing free kick found Ben 
Judd, who powered a header over 
the Villa bar. 

Darryl Lewin made space on 
the right, crossed to the far post 
to find Taylor who set up Ferran 
to fire wide. 

On the hour mark Taylor 
crossed from wide on the right, 
but Collins saved easily from 
Nash. 

Five minutes later it was Nash 
who put Taylor in on goal, Collins 


again standing tall to make 
another great save. 

In the 70th minute a central 
free kick found Ferran, and his 
rising drive well held by Collins. 

On 79 minutes, Taylor almost 
sewed the game up for the home 
side. He raced onto a through 
ball, his shot cannoned off 
Collins and was cleared off the 
line by the alert Littler. 

Nash raced clear on the left on 
86 minutes, cut inside only to be 
foiled again by the heroic keeper. 

Three minutes later Tom Elder 
raced into the Villa half, played a 
neat 1-2 with Taylor, raced into 
the box, but again Collins was 
equal to the task and made 
anther great save. 

They changed the route right 
on time, with Paul Longthorn 
hitting a long range effort that 
the keeper saved easily. 

Villa keeper Chris Collins was 
the star of the show and was only 
beaten once when a cruel deflec¬ 
tion rolled past him on 22 
minutes. Villa huffed and puffed 
but never really looked like 
making the all important break¬ 
through. 

With Alveston winning, Villa 
dropped into the bottom two, so 
really need a result next Satur¬ 
day at Coventry Copsewood to 
halt the run of 10 consecutive 
defeats. 

Bill Shaw. 


BUS 

Four-star 
AVFC on 
way up 

AVFC 06 moved com¬ 
fortably into mid-table in 
the Walsall Monday 6 a 
side league by beating 
French and Dean Saun¬ 
ders 4-0. 

The Underdogs are 
well placed in division 
one after John Simkiss 
led them home 6-2 
against FC Oldhouse. 

In division two, The 
Swifts flew home 9-0 
against Pelsall Villa as 
Mason Cooke was in 
tasty form, and Miami 
Dolphins beat Trotters 
FC 5-3. 

Singhs Six kept the 
pressure on in the 
Walsall Thursday title 
race as they beat Macs 
Massive 5-1, while it was 
2-2 between Sallyjoddler 
and Alderfield. 

No doubt about the 
headline makers in divi¬ 
sion one as Werder 
Beermen humbled 
Aldridge Athletic 14-0. 

Red Admiral had a fine 
7-4 win over Bath Street 
in division two. 

In the Wolverhampton 
Monday league Hardly 
Athletic saw off 187FC 5- 
1, while bottom team 
Sparkys R Us picked up a 
first win. Nathan Ainge 
starred in a 4-1 win over 
Four Fortuna. 

Plenty of draws around 
in the Tuesday league, 
Badger Boys and Coney- 
gree sharing a goal 
apiece while four goals 
were halved as the games 
between The New Inn 
and Swan Village Crew 
and The Legends ended 
all square. 


JUNIORS 


BUSH SCORPIONS 2 WYRLEY TIGERS 2 U10S 

The Tigers started well passing the ball between 
themselves, threatening the Scorpions but not 
quite able to press home in the final quarter of the 
pitch, though a quick corner saw the Tigers bounce 
into the lead from an excellent header. 

This was short lived as the Scorpions made a few 
breaks themselves and a first half goal from Ben 
Southall assisted by Regan Stephens saw them 
creep level. 

A quick throw from Taylor Evans saw Regan take 
a long shot on goal and beat the keeper. 

Another corner saw yet another great header into 
the back of the Scorpions’ net and the match fin¬ 
ished all square 

BUSH SCORPIONS 0 SHIRE OAK PANTHERS 2 U10S 

A much-anticipated match between the top two of 
the league saw a hotly fought match. 

Much of the first half was in the Scorpions’ half 
with some fine defending against constant attacks 
from the Panthers. 

The defenders kept knocking the Panthers back 
but at some cost. They carried injuries into the 
second half and the visitors continued where they 
left off. 

Some fine runs down each wing and great crosses 
with good finishing touches put the defence under 
pressure and two goals were conceded. 

The Scorpions tried to fight back, but got held up 
midfield and rarely put pressure on the Panthers 
defence. 

It was a very good performance by the Panthers 
against a spirited defence. 

Man of the Match was awarded to Callum 
Thomas who seemed to have been in more than two 


matches and well-deserved the recognition this 
week. 

SHIRE OAK SHARKS 2 SP0RTSC0 SAINTS 2 U16S 

An end to end game played in a great spirit ended 
in a draw. 

Sharks twice came from behind with goals from 
Callum Watkins and Kieran Williams and debu¬ 
tants Brett Wilson and Martin Jones had good 
games. 

Sharks’ man of the match was Teji Sandhu for a 
fantastically energetic performance up and down 
the left wing. 

SHIRE OAK SWIFTS 3 CRESSWELL WANDERERS 2 U11S 

Swifts looked prepared and strong against Cress- 
well, and good passing was shown by Tom Lloyd and 
Josh Bechler. 

A superb pass by James Boden saw Greg Clark 
score the first goal for the Swifts. With some good 
team work, Conor Daniel made a fine pass which 
resulted in Clark scoring his second. 

Cresswell came out stronger in the second half, 
and Kyle Dyke scored. 

Sam Easton and George Congreves fought hard 
in defence, but again Kyle Dyke managed to score a 
second goal for Cresswell. 

Bailey Sims performed some great saves for the 
Swifts, who seemed to be getting on top again. 

Swifts’ Sam Hoult had a near miss, but came back 
with a great goal, putting Swifts ahead again. Fan¬ 
tastic game and some amazing football was shown 
by both sides in this well fought match, but it was 
Swifts who came out on top. 

Man of the match for the victorious home side 
was Greg Clark. 



Unlucky 
10 men 

WEST MIDLAND REGIONAL 
LEAGUE 

SPORTING KHALSA1 WAR- 
STONES 2 

In a game of few 
chances, Khalsa were 
unlucky to lose a game 
where they dominated 
the play, even with 10 
men, for 40 minutes of 
the game. 

Shortly after half time 
Warstones got the break¬ 
through. A quick free 
kick was played into 
Nathan Jackson who 
found the net. 

Scott Sandland was 
sent off in the 50th 
minute for his second 
yellow card. But Khalsa 
started to put pressure 
on Warstones and got the 
equaliser through Fazul 
Islam after 65 minutes. 

Khalsa could not break 
down the visitors’ 
defence and in the last 
minute Laing scored a 
penalty after Adam 
Shakespeare upended 
Jackson in the box. 
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How Saddlers fared against Exeter 


Man of the Match: Julian Gray 

His talent has never been in question 
but he has rarely played to his potential 
this season — yet when he is in this mood 
he’s almost unstoppable. Grabbed his 
fourth goal of the season. 8/10 
Jimmy Walker: 

A welcome return for the veteran 
despite not keeping a clean sheet. He 
made a fine penalty save late on to prove 
there’s life in his old bones. 7/10 
Darryl Westlake: Couldn’t build on 
last week’s solid performance. He was 
caught out for the second goal but is young 
and is still learning. 5/10 
Manny Smith: Allowed Cureton to 


escape a couple of times and was relieved 
to see the striker miss. He looked more 
solid than in recent weeks. 6/10 
Andy Butler: Put his body on the line 
more than once. Learnt from his mistake 
against Huddersfield to play some fine 
long passes and added to the attack at the 
death. 7/10 

Aaron Lescott: Has improved under 
Smith and linked up with Gray well, espe¬ 
cially in the first half. Pulled off a couple 
of fine tackles. 6/10 

Richard Taundry: Should have scored 
when he volleyed wide after the break but 
added more fight to the team. 6/10 
Matt Gill: Excelled in the middle in a 


fine debut and ran Gray close to man of the 
match. Demonstrated what the Saddlers 
have been missing this season with a 
gritty display in which he did the little 
things right. 8/10 

Matt Richards: Benefitted from Gill’s 
presence and was allowed to go forward 
with more regularity. Seemed reluctant to 
pull the trigger. 7/10 

Alex Nicholls: Found space with ease 
but failed to produce the killer touch yet 
again. A frustrating afternoon for the 
striker. 6/10 

Jon Macken: Came close in the first 
half and will be disappointed some of the 
chances didn’t fall to him. 7/10 


BOXING 

Gethin is facing months out 


Boxer Martin Gethin could 
face up to another four months 
out of the ring after an operation 
on his back was cancelled. 

The English lightweight cham¬ 
pion is looking to step up to 
British title contention for his 
next fight but may not be ready to 
return to action before May. 

Gethin, from Walsall, was due 
to go under the knife last week 
but has instead been referred to 
the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in 
Birmingham for keyhole surgery, 
which has a six to eight week 


waiting list. The flip side is the 
27-year-old will recover quicker, 
in a fortnight according to spe¬ 
cialists, and is already able to do 
light training and pad work. 

But another six weeks of full 
training when he gets the all- 
clear means it could be late 
spring before he can fight again, 
with the British title already due 
to be contested between cham¬ 
pion Gavin Rees and John 
Watson in Wales on February 12. 

Prizefighter winner Ryan 
Brawley was offered the shot but 


is instead going for the vacant 
Scottish light welterweight title 
against Stuart Green in Glasgow. 

That opened the door for 
Watson to have a rematch. 

• Walsall’s Danny Clews made 
his debut at light middleweight 
ahead of schedule. 

The Walsall Wood amateur 
took on Tamworth’s wily veteran 
Matt Seawright in a six-rounder. 
Seawright didn’t make it easy for 
the 22-year-old new-boy, but 
Clews used his skills to win by 
two rounds 58-56. 


RUSHALL OLYMPIC I HOCKEY 


Pics complete a victory 
double over rivals Sutton sn p away 


SUTTON COLDFIELD TOWN 1 RUSHALL OLYMPIC 2 

Rushall Olympic completed a fine 
double over neighbours and arch-rivals 
Sutton Coldfield as the Pics got their play¬ 
off hopes firmly back on track by coming 
back from being a goal behind to claim a 
fully deserved 2-1 victory at Coles Lane. 

The hosts were quickly on the offensive from 
the outset, looking to avenge the three goal 
defeat in the reverse fixture on New Years Day 
and in only the second minute Rushall ‘keeper 
Chris Gemmell pulled off a great point-blank 
save to deny Craig Marshall. 

On 17 minutes Olympic’s custodian again came to 
his colleagues rescue, this time to save low down 
from Mark Bellingham before gathering safely at 
the second attempt. 

Four minutes later a vocal penalty appeal rang out 
from within the confines of the visitor’s 18-yard box 
as Anthony Maguire stooped to clear a centre from 
the right flank, however the referee was having none 
of it. 

Just as Rushall appeared to have weathered the 
early storm and began to come more into the contest 
as the first period progressed, in the 26th minute 
they found themselves a goal adrift. 

Unmarked 




As a Sutton move broke down the ball was floated Richard Blythe scores Rushall 1 
back into the box where the totally unmarked 

Bellingham nodded home from 12 yards, despite the assistant referee appear¬ 
ing about to flag for off-side only to resist the temptation at the last second. 

To their immense credit the visitors responded in kind less than two minutes 
after falling behind as they deservedly restored parity with a well worked goal. 

As Maguire swung in a deep flag kick from the left towards the far post, Lucan 
Spittle headed the ball invitingly back across the face of goal and debutant 
striker Chris Sterling stole in to ruthlessly rifle home an equaliser from close 
range. 

A minute prior to the interval and the industrious Danny Lennon delivered a 
superb centre from the right by-line to the far post, only to see the in-rushing 
Danny Ashton just fail to make a positive contact as the ball was diverted for a 
goal kick. Half-Time: 

Sutton Coldfield Town 1 Rushall Olympic 1 

Nine minutes into the second period and the Pics struck what turned out to 
be the killer blow as Chris Morris darted into the penalty area. Despite nar¬ 
rowly missing being hauled down by keeper Karl Lewis, he regained his compo¬ 
sure and delivered an inviting centre from the left by-line to the far post where 
Richard Blythe was on hand to clinically drill home his maiden goal for the club. 

On 56 minutes the visitors were again on the offensive when a powerful run 
by Morris down the right channel saw the front runner cut inside and unleash 
a shot-cum-centre that stung the hands of ‘keeper Lewis, before gathering at 
the second attempt. 

As the game played out to a conclusion the Royals continued to pile on the 
pressure, but Rushall ‘keeper Gemmell remained in fine form to see his side 
home to an excellent victory. Indeed, with nine minutes remaining he safely 
gathered Bellingham’s looping header while in the 84th minute a venomous 
first time drive from the edge of the box by Sutton substitute Craig Milligan had 
to be smartly tipped over. In the first minute of injury time the hosts almost 
scrambled in a late leveller as they pushed ever forward, only to see the Olympic Ref 
stopper parry the danger away to yield a corner that was safely defended. 


's second goal to complete a double victory over Sutton Coldfield. 


Pictures by Tony Marsh 


Sasa has the woman’s 
touch for taking charge 

With all the furore over women in football, the appearance of 
one of the Football League’s three female referee’s assistants 
went almost unnoticed at one of the region’s non-league grounds 
last night. 

Shrewsbury-based Sasa Ihringova, who was fourth official 
when in-the-spotlight Sian Massey ran the line at the Shrews¬ 
bury v Bury game in November 2009, refereed Rushall Olympic’s 
2-1 win at Sutton Coldfield Town in the Evo-Stik League First 
Division South. 

Ihringova, who has been officiating for 15 years, knows 
Massey well and believes Sky may take further action over the 
comments by Andy Gray and Richard Keys. 

The 35-year-old said: “It’s sad that there are people who think 
like that. I’m sure Sky will deal with them further if they think 
their public image will suffer. 

“Sian deserves to be there.” 

As for last night’s game — the second of three in four days for 
Slovakia-born Ihringova, who was also due to run the line at 
Hereford-Morecambe on Tuesday - things went smoothly. 
“There were a few tackles but nothing malicious,” she said. 
Rushall came from behind to claim the double over Sutton. 
Mark Bellingham headed Sutton in front in the 26th minute, 
a Ihringova blows for full-time Chris Sterling equalised two minutes later. Richard Blythe hit 
last night the winner nine minutes after the break. 


BLOXWICH LADIES 1 WALSALL/ALDRIDGE 2 

Bloxwich dominated and controlled the play right 
from the off. Strong tackles and fantastic passing 
meant Bloxwich pressured the Wal/Ald defence for 
sustained periods. However, a quick break from 
Wal/Aldridge and a clinical finish left them 1-0 up. 

This did not effect Bloxwich who continued to 
pressure the opposition’s goal making the defence 
and goalkeeper work hard to keep them ahead. 

Again Wal/Ald scored from a well-taken chance 
when Bloxwich had found themselves out numbered 
at the back. Still Bloxwich kept fighting to get the 
score back and after a disallowed goal eventually 
Bloxwich found the back of the net. 

Attack after attack right until the end did not 
bring Bloxwich back into the game and Wal/Ald 
hung on to take the 3 points. A great team perform¬ 
ance from Bloxwich. 

BLOXWICH 2 LOUGHBROUGH 1 

Finally, on the third attempt to play this game the 
weather held out and Bloxwich travelled to Lough- 
brough University to take on Loughbrough town in 
the National knock out competition. 

With several players who had not played together 
before Blox started slowly and tentatively and 
Loughbrough took advantage quickly taking the 
lead. 

This spurred Bloxwich on and they began to take 
more and more control of the play and spent the rest 
of the first half camped in Loughbrough’s half. 

An excellent performance from the Loughbrough 
goalkeeper being the only thing that stopped 
Bloxwich from levelling the game. 

A penalty stroke was awarded to Bloxwich giving 
them the chance to get back into the game, unfortu¬ 
nately a well-taken stroke hit the post and still 
Bloxwich couldn’t get on the score sheet. 

Shortly before half time they did find the back of 
the net with a fantastic reverse stick flick from Jane 
straz and Bloxwich were back in the game. After half 
time Bloxwich came out determined to be going 
through to the next round of the competition and a 
great strike from H Scott took them into the lead. 

Bloxwich continued to pressure for the rest of the 
game and ended up winners with a trip to Spalding 
in the next round. Great individual and team per¬ 
formances from everyone. 

RUGELEY1 BLOXWICH MENS 1ST 2 

Bloxwich travelled to Rugeley facing a tough 
game, and the first half was just that with both 
teams not really creating any clear chances . 

Bloxwich took the lead in the second half after a 
solo run from leading goal scorer Adam Baldwin. 
This then sparked Bloxwich into life and they 
started to dominate the midfield and put Rugley 
under a lot of pressure. 

Rugeley then levelled after a lapse in concentra¬ 
tion let the right winger run straight behind the 
Bloxwich defence for a deflection that Anton Cox was 
unlucky not to save. 

The game then became a midfiled battle again 
until Kelton Scott scored from a short corner to 
restore the lead. 





m 
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PARIS weekend breaks from £259 

Buy one place - get one FREE! 


PARIS is perhaps the most romantic city in the world so why not treat your partner to a great 
value weekend away, where for every place booked you will be given a second place completely 
free of charge. 

The city is recognised as the culinary capital of the world and you will be astounded at the seemingly 
unlimited variety of cafes and restaurants, which suit all budgets and tastes. 

To help make the most of your break and to see why people return to the French capital time and time again, 
you may join four optional excursions. 

The trips include a Paris sightseeing tour by day, giving you the chance to see the major sights; Paris by 
night, which includes a cruise along the River Seine on the famous Bateaux Mouches; Paris Illuminations, 
giving you the chance to see all the floodlit landmarks and an excursion to Versailles where you can explore the 
the Royal Palace of Louis XIV (entrance fee not included) or the large traditional French country market. Again, 
we are giving you the chance to save money - book all four excursions for one person and the second person 
goes free of charge! 

This three-day break departs on Fridays: April 1, 23, May 28, July 15, August 27, 

September 23, October 28 and December 2 


The price includes: 

• Return coach travel 

• Return Channel crossings by ferry 

• Two nights bed and continental breakfast 
in the Greater Paris/lle de France region 

• Services of a Mistral representative 


Organised by 

Mistral European Holidays 

(ABTA V0669) 


For a brochure or for a list of our other breaks, call (01902) 319999 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm) 
i\ L | |~| °yj\V7 r^p_, or email starextra@expressandstar.co.uk (please include your name and address) 


Please read brochure for full description plus terms and conditions 
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CRACKER FAILS 
TO SAVE REDS’ 
BATTLERS 
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PICS ENJOY 
DOUBLE OVER 
RIVALS SUTTON 
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NO FAIRYTALE END 
AS MISERY GOES ON 


EXETER 2 WALSALL 1 


F airytales have happy endings but it 
seems Walsall’s salvation is 
unlikely to come — despite their new 
white knight. 

The hard-luck stories of a disastrous season 
aren’t the typical bedtime tales parents tell 
their children to get them enthused about the 
Saddlers. 

Saturday’s 2-1 defeat at Exeter was another 
example of how the club’s story has been blown off 
course and is desperately trying to be rewritten by 
new boss Dean Smith. 

The storm which has enveloped the Saddlers has 
landed them in a world which is ruled by a faceless 
owner who has been seen less than the Wizard of Oz. 

You half expect to be met at the Banks’s Stadium 
gates by a man dressed in green screeching ‘no-one 
gets in to see Jeff, not nobody, not no how’. 

The same goes for a chief executive who is rapidly 
trying to improve his reputation after a stuttering 
start. 

But, for every villain of the piece, there is a hero. 
Smith’s rise from trainee to manager is fairytale 
stuff and now he must lead his trusty band of players 
to safety though he can hardly click his boots 
together and utter ‘there’s no place like League One’. 

Brains, courage and heart are needed if the Sad¬ 
dlers are going to launch a rescue bid. Smith’s call to 
bring in former boss Chris Nicholl as an adviser 
shows brains and proves the rookie manager isn’t 
afraid to listen to others. Previous chiefs have been 
too stubborn, or inept, to see what’s in front of them 
but Smith is already clued-up enough to realise he 
needs an extra pair of eyes and ears. 

Nicholl’s presence can only benefit a team who 
need all the help they can get. And there is certainly 
enough heart in the side, something restored by 
Smith who has got his charges fighting again. 

Attitude 


A losing mentality is not one the players or man¬ 
agement are willing to adopt and their attitude was 
evident on Saturday. 

If only they had the courage of their convictions to 
take the points when they deserve to, if only they 
could get a result. They need points, not plaudits. 

They have improved and have been rightly 
applauded but the cold fact is they need wins. Per¬ 
formances are worthless if they don’t yield points. 

Two points from Smith’s four games doesn’t tell 
the whole story and it would be unfair to ignore the 
fact the Saddlers have deserved more. 

But the manager knows he will be judged on more 
than performances. That might have been good 
enough for the youth team but it isn’t for the senior 
side. Smith can only do so much though. He is not to 
blame and shouldn’t be liable if the worst happens. 

The previous manager and the board are the ones 
who have caused this. They should — and will - be 
held accountable in May if Smith’s efforts prove in 
vain. He inherited a squad low on confidence who 
had the football beaten out of them. 

A patient, passing, approach has now been 
adopted and will get results — one only hopes they 
come quickly. Smith’s tactics are admirable and he 
firmly believes the Saddlers can play their way out 
of trouble. The one problem is they are nine points 
from safety at the bottom of League One. 

Pundits, bookies and fans already have them rel¬ 
egated and a few more defeats will see the bets paid 
out. A defeatist attitude won’t help the cause and the 
team’s positivity will be rewarded, especially after 
coming so close at St James’ Park. 

Julian Gray’s bundled fourth goal of the season 
couldn’t salvage a point after defensive slips allowed 
Richard Duffy and Daniel Nardiello to put the game 
beyond the Saddlers. The scoreline made a mockery 
or Walsall’s second-half dominance which saw 
Richard Taundry, debutant Matt Gill and Will Grigg 
all fail to score. Yet, for all their efforts, the Saddlers 
were pointless and if the slide continues there’s a 
feeling they won’t be in League One next season. 




Matt Richards getting stuck in against The Grecians. 


Alex Nicholls being put under pressure. 


Will Grigg negotiating his way through two Exeter defenders. 


Smith sure 
revival will 
come soon 

Dean Smith has insisted he isn’t bothered about 
the growing gap to safety - because Walsall are on 
the brink of a revival. 

The boss is confident the Saddlers will bag the vic¬ 
tories which will keep them in touch with the sur¬ 
vival pack. 

They are nine points from safety at the bottom of 
the table after just three wins from their last 22 
League One games. 

But Smith isn’t concerned and believes the Sad¬ 
dlers are ready for a comeback. 

“It was seven points on Saturday and nine points 
now, we know the situation we’re in,” he said. 

“If we put in performances like Saturday we will 
certainly go on a run. You get what you deserve in life 
and if we keep on putting in the performances with 
that work ethic we’ll go on a run, definitely.” 

The boss is convinced the Saddlers can survive if 
they stick to his passing philosophies. 

He said: “It was proven on Saturday if we’d taken 
our chances we would have won the game. If we don’t 
play football we don’t create chances so there’s no 
reason why we can’t play football and get out of 
trouble.” 

Despite a decent display at Exeter the Saddlers 
still slumped to a 2-1 defeat after errors at the back. 

Slip-ups have cost Walsall this term and Smith is 
determined to eradicate them. 

“I’ve said I’ll address it - I’ve started to - and there 
were certainly less mistakeson Saturday,” he said. 

Nicholl adding 
his experience 

Chris Nicholl is back at Walsall after answering 
rookie boss Dean Smith’s call to arms. 

The former Saddlers manager, who took them to 
promotion from the old Division Three in 1995, has 
been invited by Smith to help their safety bid. 

He watched as Walsall lost 2-1 at Exeter on Satur¬ 
day Smith’s first game since being appointed boss 
until the end of the season. It left the Saddlers nine 
points from safety and bottom of League One. 

Smith confirmed Nicholl’s involvement and 
admitted he wanted to draw on the former boss’ 
experience. 

He said: “Chris is a friend of mine and a man of 
great knowledge whose views I value. I asked him to 
come and watch and give me his thoughts. 

“We had chat at half-time and a chat afterwards. 
He’s been in this position as manager of the club. I’ve 
got a lot of time for Chris which is why I asked him 
to come along.” Nicholl’s role — and the length of it — 
is yet to be determined but he offers an extra pair of 
eyes and ears for Smith who is in his first post as a 
full-time manager. 


League Table 


p w 

Brighton .24 8 

Bournemouth ....26 10 

Huddersfield.26 8 

Southampton ....25 7 

Peterborough ....24 9 

MK Dons.26 9 

Charlton .24 6 

Oldham.24 6 

Rochdale.25 4 

Colchester.23 5 

Carlisle .23 6 

Sheff Wed.24 6 

Exeter.25 6 

Hartlepool.24 4 

Plymouth.27 5 

Brentford.25 4 

Leyton Orient ....23 6 

Notts County.23 7 

Tranmere.24 5 

Swindon .25 5 

Bristol Rovers ....25 4 

Yeovil.....,,....24 4 

Dag & Red .24 2 

WALSALL.25 3 
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4 0 26 9 5 3 

1 2 32 10 2 6 

3 3 22 12 5 1 

4 3 23 9 5 1 

1 3 36 25 3 2 

2 2 21 12 3 1 

3 3 15 15 4 5 

5 2 20 17 4 3 

6 2 19 15 5 3 

6 2 21 20 3 5 

4 3 22 13 3 3 

3 3 18 9 4 1 

4 2 24 17 3 3 

2 4 17 21 5 4 

4 5 17 19 4 2 

3 4 12 15 5 2 

2 2 19 10 2 5 

0 5 17 12 2 3 

3 5 17 19 3 2 

3 5 16 18 2 4 

4 4 14 18 2 5 

2 5 14 17 3 3 

4 5 10 15 3 2 

0 8 12 23 2 4 


L F A Pts 

4 16 10 46 

5 14 17 43 

6 20 20 43 

5 20 13 41 

6 14 21 39 

9 13 25 39 

3 26 20 38 

4 16 17 38 

5 16 15 36 

2 11 11 35 

4 12 11 34 

7 18 19 34 

7 13 26 34 

5 9 13 33 

7 17 24 33 

7 17 17 32 

6 17 24 31 

6 13 18 30 

6 12 18 29 

6 21 26 28 

6 16 28 27 

7 10 20 26 

8 14 24 21 

8 15 27 19 


The Walsall Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by the 
company at Ketley, Telford, 
Shropshire. Thursday, January, 27,2011. 
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The Moon is 238,897 
miles away. 

We bake you bhab far 
290 bimes every year. 


* 



With our Adult Daysaver you can get a day’s unlimited 
travel on all our buses for just £3.60. 

So Love Your Bus and take a giant leap to your bus stop. 


£3.60 
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National Express West Midlands is no ordinary bus company. 
Not only do we get you around Walsall, we connect you with 
the rest of the Black Country, West Midlands and Coventry. 
We have some pretty impressive facts and figures, which 
inspired us to run our current advertising campaign and 
demonstrate the sheer size and scale of our operation. 


Here are a few of our favourite National Express West Midlands 
did you know’s: 



• 89% of people in the West Midlands live 
within 250 metres of a bus stop 

• National Express West Midlands operate 
the UK’s largest urban bus network 
outside London 

• If you laid out every route in the National 
Express West Midlands network end to 
end it would reach 6,626km 

• National Express West Midlands buses 
travel 70 million miles every year 

• National Express West Midlands employs 
around 3,000 drivers and is one of the 
region’s largest employers 

So if you haven’t yet tried travelling on one 

of our buses, get on board today and see why 

so many of us are proud to love your bus! 


Finding the right 

1 

ticket for you 



If you’re always on the go, get unlimited travel in and around the 
West Midlands and Black Country with a wide range of ticket 
options from National Express West Midlands. 



West Midlands Daysaver 

Buy your Daysaver on board from the driver and 
get one day’s unlimited travel on West Midlands 
and Black Country buses. 


Black Country Weekly Faresaver 

Our Weekly Faresaver permits you unlimited travel on 
any of our buses in West Midlands and Black Country. 
Buy online at nxwestmidlands.co.uk or from your local 
travel shop and Travelcard agents. 



Black Country Monthly Faresaver 

Our Monthly Faresaver permits you unlimited travel 
on any of our buses in West Midlands and Black 
Country. You can set up your direct debit online at 
nxwestmidlands.co.uk or from your local travel shop. 


To save money and find the right ticket for you, visit us at 
nxwestmidlands.co.uk for a full range of ticket and Travelcard 
options. You can also visit your local travel shop or one of our 200 
Travelcard agents in the West Midlands and Black Country area. 


i YOUR I 

BUS I 

nxwestmidlands.co.uk 






National Express West Midlands have six travel 
shops which cover the West Midlands, Black Country 
and Coventry area; Birmingham, Coventry, Dudley, 
Solihull, Walsall, West Bromwich and Wolverhampton. 


Our travel shops sell a wide range of Travelcards for adults, students and 
school children. So, take a visit to your local travel shop for up-to-date 
travel information and bus timetables. 


Your nearest travel shop is in Walsall, and can be found in the Bus Station, 
St Paul’s Street, where the manager Gina Forknall and her team look 
forward to meeting you and happily answering any queries you may have. 

So drop in today, and Love Your Bus! 



West Midlands 
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Your local bus 

Just turn up and go with the number 51 - running every 7/8 
minutes between Walsall and Birmingham. The 51 offers a 
connection to Aston University, Birmingham City University, 
Great Barr, Perry Barr and Newtown. 

Look out for our new high frequency green branding, which 
will be on all number 51 services in the near future, so you’re 
guaranteed to spot a reliable service to wherever you need 
to go. 


Peak 

Daytime 

Evening 

Mon-Fri 

Mon-Fri 

Sat 

Sun 

Mon-Fri 

Sat 

Sun 

7/8 mins 

7/8 mins 

8 mins 

12 mins 

15/30 mins 

15/30 mins 

20/30 mins 


Peak - Mon-Fri 07.30 to 09.30 and 15.30 to 18.00 

Daytime - Mon-Fri 09.30 to 15.30, Sat 09.00 to 18.00, Sun 10.00 to 18.00 

Evening -18.00 to the end of the service 


Get out and about! 

You’ll be spoilt for choice when it comes to shopping; with direct 
links to the One Stop and the Bullring it’s a shop-a-holic’s dream. 
Alternatively if you just need to pop to the local shops, the 51 can 
get you there too! 

With lots of sporting events taking place along the route, you can 
support your local team at Aston Villa or Walsall football clubs, or 
even spend a night at the dogs at Perry Barr Greyhound Stadium. 

Or if you just simply need to get to and from work or university, 
the 51 allows you to avoid driving through rush hour traffic and 
stops close to Aston and Birmingham City Universities, so you 
can get there relaxed and ready for the day ahead. 

Further route information 

For information about other routes and where to find your local stop, 
visit nxwestmidlands.co.uk and enter Walsall in the search box. 


GREAT BARR/ 
SCOTT ARMS 


Erdington 


jj Walsall Bus Station 
1 Travel Shop 




Don’t forget our fantastic 404 Walsall to West Bromwich 
service, which runs up to every 6 minutes throughout 
the day. Currently you can travel on the 404 for only 
£2 return (normal price £3.60). 


Local landmark 


Pavilions Travel Shop 


Map is for visual 
representation only 


LOVE 

\oljr new 

website 


Did you know that you can now gain service updates, 
route planners and diversion notices at the click of a button? 

Prior to Christmas, National Express West Midlands launched 
a brand new website providing the most up-to-date and easily 
accessible travel news in the region. 

The new website is also accessible from mobile phones for the first time 
and focuses on making travel easier, including: 

• Service updates for major incidents such as road closures 
or snow diversions 

• A route planner for people uncertain of their bus route 

• Simple service maps showing the location of your nearest bus stop 

• Travel news accessible from mobile phones while ‘on the go’ 

Following your first visit it will 
remember which website you 
require - West Midlands, Coventry 
or Metro - and tailor the information 
to suit you. Selecting and purchasing 
tickets has also been made quicker 
and easier by reducing the amount 
of pages you have to click through. 

So go on, get online today at 
nxwestmidlands.co.uk and we’re 
sure you’ll love your new website 
as much as we do! 


nxwestmidlands.co.uk 
mobile: nxbus.mobi 




Safer Travel on National 
Express West Midlands 


Crime on and around the West Midlands bus network has plummeted by 
19% over the last year, new figures from the Safer Travel partnership reveal. 

Initiatives such as CCTV installation on buses, and spot checks with 
inspectors and West Midlands Police has led to a 54.5% reduction in crime 
on and around the region’s bus network over the last three years. This 
reduction has shown just how much the team’s operations expertise has 
grown since its successful launch five years ago. 

Safer Travel, a partnership between National Express West Midlands and 
West Midlands Police have two full-time teams that work together to make 
bus journeys even safer by deterring crime and anti-social behaviour. 

Inspector Cate Webb-Jones, head of the Safer Travel Police Team, said: 
“Increasing trust and confidence is one of our main objectives and aim 
for every commuter to travel in a safe environment, free from anti-social 
behaviour and crime.” 


The success of Safer Travel 
operations rely on community 
intelligence, and encourage 
members of the public to speak 
to the team and provide them 
with information about matters 
such as drugs, misuse and 
criminal damage. 

You can contact Safer Travel or 
provide information by visiting 
www.safertravel.info. 


The National Express 

West Midlands Safer Travel Team 

Left to right, Tony Dallison, Carl Gauntlett and Terry L 
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nxwestmidlands.co.uk 


West Midlands 




































^RESAVER 


8y OIREc7 

k DEBIT It 


Page Four WALSALL CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 27 2011_ 


The Pyramids are over 
2,000 miles away. 

Our network stretches 
twice as far. 


With our Monthly Faresaver you can get a month’s unlimited 
travel on all our buses for just £40 per month by Direct Debit. 

So Love Your Bus and go further for less. 

You can’t say pharaoh than that. 

Available to buy online at nxwestmidlands.co.uk 


West Midlands 


Follow us on 


[SBiBSS 


at twitter.com/nxbus 


nxwestmidlands.co.uk 







